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Dear Senator Goldwater:

On April 15, 1960, your letter of Merch 25 was scknowledged by the (<
Bureau of Indien iffeirs. TYou were informed that it would be VO
necessary Tor the Buresu to contact its fleld ices to obtain upe o
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J r\ to-date inforwadlon necessary to answer the three guestions raisefg
(9 in the tramsmitted letter of Mr. Caled Jéﬁf?ﬁn. -----------------------

B’ng‘aﬁ‘i . In reference to the sudject of land lessing on the Hopl Reservation
¥ the Bureau of Indimn Affaire' Phosnix Area Director informs us that
JQN’) t [SbUMr. Johnson need have no concern that the T-ibel Couneil will be

- camop peov, 108sing Hopl lands. The advice of the Assistant Solieftor, Indien

L lagal Aetivities, comcerning this question is beling followed. A copy

%ﬁ\ . of the opinion 18 atteched for your informatios.

In the matter of religious Treedom, the Phoenix Aves Direetor follows
guidelines advocated by this office in ocwr letter of Jamuasry 20, 1960,
Ao TE & whieh we stated:

TE T
a T "I believe, however, that the visest course would be Pfor the
RIEEA individuals concerned to settle their religious &ifficulties
g, SBUL: cnoﬁ"“"‘i“ the villages. Y am sure that the fSovermment should not
Ao 80" vecone iuvolved in loeal religicus controversies except when

it slmply esnmot, becaumse of 1ts duty, remein out of thex.

oy
J\}\‘\ 11 o "The policy of this Departwent, of eourse, is to do its utmost
to encourage the maintensnce of freedor of religion among
gotaTuEidiens on reservations. Missicuaries are not required to
cbtain any permission from the Federal Governwent to enter
Indian reservationr On the other hand, if the Indian pecple
themaelves object, there 1s nothing we csn or would want to do
to force them to accept missiomariss. To do aso would, iv cur
opinlon, comstitute interference with thelr religlous freedou.
Religious groups or churches should ascertsin what the Indisn
pecple themeelves want, and vhat the tribal rules way be, and
act secordingly."

The menmbers of ths Hopi Tribe have been interested in revising their
constitution for the pest tws years snd considerable thought hes been
glven tc such revision by the Tribal Council end the interested
mewbers of the Hopl Tribe. We have no reeson to believe that the
religious freedom of the Hopl people will be infringed upom in any
penner by the Tribe in the revision of its orgamizetiossl document.
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“% & reeting of the Hopi Tribal Council on Mereh 2, 1960, the Council,
upon recommendation of s majority of the Hopi Villeges, decided not to
take any action toward revision of the Hopi Comstitutionm until the
Court hed adjudicated the land involved in the pending boundsry suit.
Many of the Hopis are under the impression, and possibly Justifigbly
80, thet upon finel edjudicaetion of the Hopl Executive Order Reserva-
tion, there mey be an undetermined number of Navalo Indians who may
wish to remain on land swerded to the Hopi Tribe and who, therefore,
will be requived to relinguish thelr rights, title and interest in
the Novajo Tribe and come under the Jurisdiction of the Hopi Tribel
Council, In thet event, the Hopis resson it would become necessery
Lo make some provision in the new constitutlion for representation of
these Navajo Indians on the Hopl Tribel Council. This position of the
Hopis will be given careful consideration in any progrem designed to
amend the tribal comstitution,

The attorney for the Hopis informs us that recent correspondence with

the Cowrt and other litigente in the NHavejo-Hopi boundary suit indicates

thet the case will be tried early this summer. Therefore, it would
appesr reasonsble to presume m decision might be resched within the
naxt six or nlne months.

Sincerely yours,

(sgd) Roger Ernst
y
S __ Becretary of the Interior
Heons Barry Goldwster
United States §emte
Veshington 25, D. C.
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