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IN REPLY REFER TO:

'UNITED STATES A
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS —

PHOENIX AREA OFFICE
P, 0. BOX 1002
PHOENIX, ARIZONA

July 20, 1954
Personal

Mr. Glenn L. BExmons

Coxmissioner, Buresu of Indian Affaire
Departzent of the Interior

Washingten 25’ D. L.

Dear Nr. Bmmonst

This will serve as a report to you of my reeent visit to the
Hopi Reservation. Xnowing the interest of Mr. lewvis and Senator Gold-
water in the Nopis, I am taking the liberty of sending copies of this
letter to them for their informstion.

In every meeting held with the Hopi people and with the

agency staff, I extended your personal grestings, and I wish to add that
these greetings were well received.

Thers semn to be thres things that the | people are
WWW“,hﬂﬂuﬂMrw ots. They seem
to be in unmbmeus t yegarding the treansfer of their juris-
diotion to the ix Area Offfoe) they seem to be in coumplete agree-
ment regarding their new superintendent, Mr. Clyds Pensonesu; snd of
mnwmmmmm«xw-ﬂwwuﬂm
area of the Exeoutive Order Recervation returned to the contrel of the

Hopl pecple.

On Sunday, July 11, the Supsrintendent and I attended the
Kashing dence at Hotevilla viuuo. At this dance recognition was given
to the transfer to the Fhioenix Area. '

On Monday, July 12, the Superintendent and I held a meeting
withthlwﬂmotthotrditimﬂvilhs-ot&hugom It was an
all-day meeting and the stone sests in the kiva bocm very hard before

sveniing.

On Tuesdsy, July 13, arrangements wers made t0 fly over the
entire reservation by plane and I was very pleasantly surprised at the
extent of the censervation work that has been cospleted on the Ropd
Reservation. I believe an excellent jJob has been dene in that field.
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On July 14 an all-day meeting was held with the tribal council,
with perhaps a hundred visitors in attendance at the village of New
Oraibi. Ab this neeting Mr. John Boyden gave quite a complets report
to the council on his uﬁﬁﬁu.

&M,MYH an all-day meeting was held with the
Leaders of the tredisiomal village of Hotwvillas  An evening meeting
was held on the same date in Xesms Canyon with the staff of the Hopi

Agency.

A meeting was scheduled for Friday, July 16, with the tradi-
tienal ormwmvimdaim However, thas homs dance
for thess had beet held en July 15, WWW&% and s

spokesuman for the villages felt that it mld be better te uit awhile
before having the meeting, in that there are seme religious ceremonies
following the dance shich the village lesders must participste in.
Therefore it was left that Mr. Pensonesu would mest with these leaders
perhaps sometims this week and that he and I together would meet with
them on my next visit to Hopl. I retwrned to Phoenix on July 16.

When one first listens to the Hopl people it is easy to
develop the feeling that it is an impessible situation for which no
solution can be found. However, ths longer one stays with these mest-
ings and listens te the people, the mere one becemes convinced that there
1s & solutien but that a selutden will be hard to find and slow in
coming. The people consistently toeld us that it was the first time
they had held mestings in their villages with the Area Director and I
seemed to sense a fealing of optimism that the situation was not nearly
as impossible = it appesrs on the surface. We may have te back up some
before we can make progress. I denft know as yet.

I do fesl rsther stroungly, hewever, regarding one thing I
believe we need Lo consider, The people seam to resent very much being
called upon te give hurried decisions. Therefore, I would like to re-
quuttutmhmummmsmduaw utathcﬂopi&gmey
mchmnwmmmmm part of the Hopl people. I
belisve we need 3 pariod of time to ymd.t the superintendent to work
carsfully and slewly with the peopls to see if mtusl respsct and confi-
dence can be established,

It would be & tremendous psychelogiocal move in the right
direction if ways ad mesis conld be found to place the administration
of the Exscutive Ordey Reservation under the Hopl Agency, without making
the determination as to which Navajos or which Hopis had the right of usse
for that portion of the Exeoutive Order Ressrvation outside the boundaries |
of Distyict 6. After all, the Exesutive Order of 1882 establishing the |
Hopi Reservation for the Hopl Indians and such other Indians as the
Secretary of the Interior saw fit to settle thereon, was in sffect estab- |
lishing the Hopl Reservation. It appears that the boundaries of that
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Exscutive Order Ressrvation were sstablished at the time of the Executive

Order and I believe it would require no mors than an administrative order

placing the Exscutive Order Reservation under the Hepi Agency. I realisze

it will take eithar Congressional sstion or ecgurt action to definitely

;‘wnﬂ thétho use pattern of tlu Brecutive Order Reservation outside of _
trict 6. -

It was & terrific letdewn for the Hopl peeple when the w{d
randun of April 9, 1954 was supplemented by the telegram of June 24, | ¢5
1954, modifying the ares tc be transferred.

In our meetings we Wtﬂdmmﬁhﬁwsmf.n
was our intention te work with all of the Ropi peojyle and not with any
select group. I also stated that there was no change in the pesition of
the Central Office in resognising the tribal eowncll, as outlined in
the Acting Commissionerts letter of July 17, 1953.

Mr. Platt Cline attended scme of the meetings with us and was
extremely halpful in making eontasts with the traditions)l leaders. In
sddition to the meetings descrided above, we did visit every villags en
the reservation with the exceptieon of Moenkopd.

Now I realise it is dangerous to form opinions after a week's
visit into a complicated situation such as exists at Hopl, but I plan
to sparxi considerable tims on the reservation and we will make svery
offort to coms up with something comerete. In the msantime, I will
appreciate your giving consideration to the advisability of placing the
sntire Exscutive Order Reservation under the sdministration of the Hopl

Agency.
Very sincerely yours,»

oy

Ares Director

cc: Asst. Secretary Orme lewis
Senator Barry Goldwater
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