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Dear Mr. Lewis:

On behalf of the Hopi Tribe of Arizona a Brief has been
filed with the Office of the Solicitor of your Department. In due
course of time I am sure you will see the Brief, but in view of con-
versations we have had concerning the subject, I thought you might
be interested in receiving the enclosed advance copy.

I believe there is a definite possibility that if certain
fundamental rights of the Hopis are recognized a compromise may
be worked out between the two Tribes. However, if Hopi rights
are disregarded or legal conclusions drawn upon facts that cannot
be sustained the Hopis are placed at a strong disadvantage in bar-
gaining. It is my sincere hope that the proceeding I have now insti-
tuted will call to the attention of the Solicitor matters that may not
have heretofore been considered. The Hopi Indians are a magnani-
mous and charitable people. I think they can be expected to make
concessions on grazing rights for practical reasons. But, it can
hardly be expected that they will relent when it is claimed that the
Navajos are obtaining the property of the Hopis as a matter of
right.

I hope you will at least find the Brief interesting.

Sincerely,

JSB:cw

Encl.
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