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WASHINGTON. D. G .  

Mr. Elmer F. Bennett, S o l i c i t o r  
Department o f  the i n t e r i o r  
Washington 25, D. C. 

Re: Navaj o-Hop i Proceed i n g  

Dear Mr.  Bennett: 

This r e fe r s  t o  the p e t i t i o n  o f  t he  Hopi T r i b e  f o r  a m o d i f i -  
ca t i on  o f  the  op in ion  o f  the Sol i c i  t o r  o f  t he  Department o f  i n t e r i o r  
dated June 1 1 ,  1946, and the answer on behal f  o f  the Navajo T r i be  
submitted t o  you on March 15, 1957. 

Th is  w i l l  con f i rm a request made t o  John Boyden, Attorney f o r  
t he  Hopi Tribe, t h a t  we j o i n  i n  asking f o r  a date upon which t o  make 
o r a l  argument before you o r  whomever you may designate t o  hear t he  
matter, i n  order  t h a t  the  issues may be dispossd o f  i n so fa r  as they 
can be w i thou t  the a i d  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  1 be l i eve  we have a l l  been i n  
accord t h a t  l a g i s l a t i o n  i s  adv isab le  t o  secure f i n a l  j u d i c i a l  de te r -  
minat ion o f  the c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e res t so f t he  two Tr ibes i n  respect t o  
land w i t h i n  the Execut ive Order o f  December 16, 1882, bu t  i n  the  mean- 
t ime the  adm in i s t r a t i ve  remedy which has been undertaken by p e t i t i o n  
o f  the Hopis, ought t o  be concluded. 

As I have no t  y e t  heard from Mr. Boyden as t o  what da te  would 
be agreeable f o r  o r a l  argument t o  t h i s  matter, may I now request t h a t  
you f i x  a date f o r  o r a l  argumeht w i t h i n  the  next  t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  days. ' 

Yours very t r u l y ,  

&*I 

Norman M. L i  t t e l  l 


