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May 29, 1940

Mr. John Collier,
Commissioner of Indian Affsirs,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Collier:
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For the past fifty years I have been interested in the Hopi people
and have done eonsiderable trading with them. I have ofserved the de-
terioration of their range and farmlanda over a period of many years.
It has distressed me to observe this and further observe that nothing

of a practiesl nature was being done to arrest this waste of the Hop's

natural resources. I was prssent at Oralbi two years ago when you spoke
to the Hopis and introdueed the new Superintendent. I was impressed with
the speech that you made and the hopes thatyou held out for the Hopls.

Reeently I had the pleasure of traveling over the Reservation and
observed what had taken plsce in the past two years. Without exaggeration
I want to assure you that you and your Department have done more in the y
past two years in the develqpment, rehabilitating and eonserving of the
Hopi range and farmlands than has ever been done for the Hopls befere.

I was impressed with the extensive use of loeal materials, whieh of
goureae, @ost onlj the lavor to supply. The majority of the struectures
were made of sand, dobe and rogk. These struetures are eeconomiecal and
practieal.

» I was further impressed with the eocordinated program on the Reser-
vation. It i{s evident that all departments, ineluding health and eduesat~
fonal, are cooparating to rehabilitate the Hopis.

As President of an Irrigétion organization that has fought this
gsami-arid region for many years, I realize the eareful work and planning
thahas gone into this praetisal program. It must have taken infinite

pttience on the part of someone to obtain the eocoperation of these old
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Hopl Chiefs, who are so suspicious of every foreign astivity.

I hope that you will have the opportunity in the near futtrse to
vigit the Hopl Reservation and see for yourself the fullfillment of the
promises you made the Hopi people. As citiéens, we too often eritize
Governmental offieers and fail to eommend when worthwhile work is in
evidence.

I have notieced by the Press that the Soil Coneervation Serviee is
being transferred to the Interlor Department. I hope that this will
guaratee a eontinuation of tha fine program that is being earried om
for the Hopis and, if praetieal and possible, a broadening of the
program. ‘

Very truly yours,

A. B. Randsll
Pregident

JOSEPFH CITY IRRIGATION COMPANY

RECEIVED
JUN 1313840

Office of Commissioner
Indian Affairs
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