
May 29, 1940 

M r .  John Coll ier ,  

Commissioner of Indim Affaira,  

Washington, B. C. 

Dear M r .  Col l ier :  
1 
i For the past f i f t y  years I h&e been intereeted in the Hopi yeople r 
4 
I and have done oonsiderable trading with them. I have ofaervea the de- i 

t e r i a r s t i o n  o f  t h e i r  range and farmlsnds over a period of many years. 

It has d is t ressed  me t o  observe t h i s  and f i i r t h s r  obaerve tha t  nothing 

of  s praot leel  nature was being done t o  a r r e s t  t h i s  waste of the Hop's 

ns tu r s l  resouroes. I ass present a t  Oraibl two years ago when you spoke !i 

t o  the Hopis and introdupbed thet near Superintendent. I was impressed with 

the speeoh t h s t  you made and the hopea thatyou held oat f o r  the Hopia. 

Reeently I had the pleasure o f  t ravel ing over the  Reservation and 

observed whst had taken place in the past two  years. Without exaggeration 
i i 

I w m t  t o  sssure you t h s t  you and your Department have done more in  the \ 
\ 

past two years in the devalopment, r e h ~ b i l i t a t i h g  and %onserving o f  the 

~ o p i  range m d  farmlsnds than has ever beon dons f o r  the Hopis before. 

I was impressed wi th ' the  extensire  use of l o ~ a l  mater ials ,  whioh o f  

oourse, ros t  only the lavor t o  supply. The m j o r i t g  o f  the s t ruc tures  

were made of sand, dobe and rook. These s t ru@tnres  are acononieal a d  

prast iea l .  

I was fur ther  irnpresaed with the eoordinated prograss on the Reser- 

vat ion. It is evident t h q t  a l l  departments, in@luding heal th  m d  edumt- 

ionsl ,  are cooperating t o  r ehab i l i t a t e  the Hopia. 

As President of an I r r iga t ion  organiaat ion t h e t  has fought t h i s  

semi-arid region f o r  rnsny yews ,  I rea l i ze  the eareful  work and plsnning 

thshaa gone into t h i s  p r se t i aa l  program. It must have taken i n f i n i t s  

@t iense on the part  o f  someone, t o  obtain the eooperat ion o f  these old 



Hopi Chiefs, who are  s o  auapisious of every foreign activity. 

I hope that  you w i l l  have the opportunity fn the near fuQhre t o  

v i s i t  the Hopi Reservation m d  see f o r  yourself the fu l l f i l lmen t  o f  the 

promises you made the  Hop i  people. As ~ i t i e e n s ,  we t o o  often ~ r i t i z e  

Governmental off ioers  m d  f a i l  t o  oomrnend when worthwhile work i s  in 

I have notfeed by the  t h a t  the Soil  Conc~ervation Serviae is 

being t ransferred t o  the In te r io r  Department. I hope tha t  t h i s  w i l l  

guaratee a eontinuat ion o f  the f ine  program tha t  is being ear r ied  on 

f o r  the  H o p i s  and, i f  praot ioal  and possible, a broadening o f  the 

pmgratn. 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

A. B. Randall 

Pra s i dent 

JOSEPH CITY IRRIGATION CONPC4WY 
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