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Allotments, 
l0avajo tribe.. 

Hon. Henry b. Ashuraf, , 

3ir : 

I have the honor t o  wknowledge the reoript o f  

your l e t t e r  o f  Deoembex 

received by yaa, signaa 

ern Arizona,. pzyt;esting 

on the publia. domaln t o  

28, 1918, transmlt%5ng a p e t i t i o n  

by a number of  c a t t l e  men in  noxth- 

againet the approval of  the allotment8 

some 116 members of the Ravajo tr?be 

in  the"~ods&o Bastnw between the Li t t l e  Colorefio River and 

the Tusayan 'lhtest Reserve. Your p e t i t i o n e r s  have sug- 

sested that %tatthew M. Murphy, Supervisor o f  Farming be d i -  
1 

rectsd t o  InPsstigate local oondiitions with a view o f  return- 

ing the Indians to the Bavalo Reservation proper. 

'Phe Indian ~ f f i a e  advise~t me that  the applicati-ons 

referre& t o  by you were filed in behalf o f  some 116 Ravajo 

1 n d . i ~  fox rllotneats on the publicr dornairi the pro-  

viaiona a f  the 4th Seation o f  tlb 

f i l e d  at the l o o a l  lrind offioe at 

by tha* o f f i ~ e  transmit ted  t o  the 

General Allotment A c t  o f  

appl ictat ions  having been 

Phoenix, Ari~ona,  and 

General Land Off i ce .  The 



al>plicationa-have n o t  been approved, however, the Indioll 

OEfioe not being fully satisfied that suff ioient  settlement 

had been rnaiafained by the Indians t o  justify recommending the 

approval of the allotmats and the iserrr&nae of patents tkere- 

on to the spplio.n%s, On the other hanil i t  oannot be aai8,  

with information now at hand, that the appl icants  are nat 

ent i t l ed  t o  %he lands applied for .  Former Supervi sor Rae- 

oon Johnson inreatigated these  a~lotmsnts; under directions 

from the  Indian Offioe, and submitted r report thereon under 

date of J W U ~ Q T ~  1, 1912. In h i s  report, i n  speaking o f  

the ljzdiane iia the Coaonino Baeln, W. Johnson says in  part: 

X'%@ok the testimony of a l l  the lesatng men of 
both o$", t h C w  bmds  on the g r m d  an& many other8 be- 
aibea, .$ oonden~rtion o f  whioh is attached hereto a e  
exhib i t  *$4. The raubstasnca of th ia  tesfimong i~ that 
the ae m s  have Yeeided in the oountry weat of 
the Sf oloraao River for  twenty miles and south 
o f  the Cu~gon for  an equal dlsfanoe since they 
were bo* snb their parents before them with the ex- 
aaption . ~ l f  ten or f i f teen years a f t e r  their rotmaup 
by K i t  @s;;rrson .ir 1863, an& his tranafer of them t o  
Bosgue 13iQR-0 in Bar Mexiao, from which they graQ- . 
uthlly biftdi westwar& baa% to their preaent l o c a t i o n s  
eZlont %he time when the first white m e n  began to aome 
into th ie  oomtxy. Thir h'iatory is, I believe,  
trustworthy and entirely opneistent with the aimere 
belief of the wh1t.a that these Indians d f i f t ~ d  o f f  o! 
the reservrrtion, aa tha$ apparently did ,  
!Ehe Xndtuhs s ta te  that o w i a g  to the enoroaohment of 
the whfte atoaltmen they hare been gradually pressed 
back t o  the l a d s  they sre ' a o w  oaaupylng, and that 
their e;rulng hatita have bem aa they now are for 
a e V o r r 1  genera* ions; namelqr> to oooupy the hi&lands 
where tlgtm is good range w d  pbenty'of wood to keep 
them wslrm In q&a;(tier aaQ t o  aaaoe-rzd 4nto the valley 
t o  the east and Cotathe6atf *long +lie Little Colora&o 
River during $he- spring an& eummer where they remain 
unti l  August and September, 



last sentence will diacloee fu l ly  the 8 i f f i -  

culfy  aonneatad with these allotments. Po~sibly you are 

familiar w i b  &ma1 oonditions i n  thia distr ict  to the extent 

o f  resli~ing tlerf the ohief indaatry, oaougation an& means 

of livelihood 05 i;heae Indims i s  wtoak r,aiaing. During the 

winter aeaeon thay asek *he higher rmgee and sheltered t i ~ b e r  

areas for proteation, fuel a d  fbragb. f n the sgr ing and 

summer the lower valley regiono are  usrd, the Indians return- 

ing saah aeaeon prmtiaal lp to the same lands omupied  during 

prior years. mile In the d l l e p s  they oultivete a limited 

number o f  am@e for tru~k and w d e n  purpose8 t o  augment 

their fooC .$upply, 
. . 
$&$h the foregoing in view we aome t o  the necessity 

of determi-@ wbetber sufficient settlement has been, w i l l  

be,or o m  Ba llnsiae by theae fndhms on apeoific traats t o  just- 

i f y  &pprovitt& allotments to th- under %he 4th Section o f  the 

General Allotmezit bt. It w i l l  be seen by a reference to 

t h i s  sat that allotments are aathorie@d t o  Indiana who "make 

settlement Qpon anp aurveyed or unmrreyed lands of the United 

Statsa not oths+ripe a p p r o p r i a k ~ .  Ho degree o f  settlement 

or length & time of oooupanor of spsoiP$o traate is imposed 

by the statwte, This virCllallp p b o e a  the duty on the 



applioationm uahrr ntetutg, ~ h r  ~.pw.tatr;lt, as .n'%idenue 
. . . . .  . :  . , "  . L 

af faith, r8t@&t@d a s u b a ~ t i a l  ak ip~ ianoe  r i th  the 
. - 



e n t i t l e  the  appl ican ts  t o  the  r i g h t 8  sought, I n  consider- 

i r g  appl ica t ions  under t h i s  s t a t u t e ,  the Department, as an 

evidence of good f a i t h ,  has required a subs t an t i a l  compliance 

w i t h  the law a t  l e a s t  t o  the  extent  o f  showing that appl icat ions  

were made i n  good f a i t h .  - 
ed of a white m u l  under the  homestead laws has not b 

t o  Indiana seeking al lotment on the  public dom 

4th Sect ion of the  General Allotment Ao e r e  i s  no r e -  

quireaent  i n  the law demanding i n  considering appl i -  

een given t o  the  character  

o f  t he  appl ican ts ,  g Indians could hardly be expected 

t o  manifest a n t r i n  tho erame a p i r i t  of Industry ,  i n t e l -  

i g i d  adherence t o  the requirements o f  the home- 

awe 8.8 white persons meking homes on the public domain 

If these Indiana a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  the  lands applied 

f o r ,  the  Department l a  not i n  a pos i t ion  t o  deny t h e i r  r i g h t s  

granted then by Congress and osnnot a t  t h i s  time s t a t e  t h a t  

these appl ica t ions  w i l l  be evcraturlly re jec ted ,  With 

regard t o  your suggestion t h a t  Mr. Matthew M. Murphy be 

d i rec ted  t o  v i a i t  t h i a  l o o r l i t y  an8 Invest igate  l o c a l  condi- 

t i o n s ,  the  Intlien Offloa informa me t h a t  t h e  se rv ices  o f  t h i s  

f i e l d  man are urgent ly  require8 e lsewhere- in  the  Southwest 



at this time and that he canriot be spared for  t h i s  pnr1)ose. 
-9 

The Indian Office ex3ec tsdo  investigate &pe a l lo t rcen ta  
d - L A A ( L L g / l d - & -  

Respectfully, 


