
Flags t a f f ,  A r i  aona, 

Hon. H.  F. . Ashurs 

Hon. M. A .  Smith, U. S. S e m t o r ,  % .  8 t jt)1.j4,,  

Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

We respecOfuXly c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  a band 

of some 226 Nav~ijo Ind ians ,  t h a t  has l e f t  t h e  Western 

Navajo and Leupp Reservations,  and is roaming over the  

country between the  L i t t l e  Colorado Rive r  and t he  Tusayan 

Forest  Reserve. 

They use water s t o r e d  by white s tock men and 

a r e  i n  o the r  ways a menace t o  the  s t o c k  men of t h i s  

l o c a l i t y .  

On one oacasion an armed p a r t y  of these Indians 

forced a whi te  sheep man t o  move his f l ock  dur ing a snow 

storm, thereby i n f l i c t i n g  a heavy l o s s  upon him. 

About f i v e  years  ago, some 115 of  these  Indians 

reueived t e n t a t i v e  a l lo tments  on the publ ic  domain i n  the  

l o c a l i t y  r e f e r r ed  to above, under Section 4, of t he  General 

Allotment Act o f  February 8 ,  1887, None o f  t he se  Indians 

have oomplied with the condit ions of t h i s  A& and t h e  na- 

t u r e  of t he  a l lo tments  is suoh that it is nat poss ib le  for 

the  Indians t o  l i v e  upon them, w i t h  poss ib ly  a few exceptions,  

There is  plenty o f  vaoant land on e i t h e r  o f  t h e  



reservat  iom mentioned above to supply a l l  these  Indians , 
and the  land is of b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  than any of  the  a l l o t -  

ments they have received on t h e  public domain, 

It is perhaps advisable  t h a t  water  be developed 

on the  Western Navajo R ~ s ~ ~ T v R ~ ~ o I I  fm s tock  rtnd f o r  irri- 

ga t ion ,  and we r e s p e c t f u l l y  urge t h a t  you use your influenoe 

i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  reservat ion i ts  share of  the  appropr ia t ions ,  

Support o f  Indians  i n  Arizona ,and New Mexico and I r r i g a t i o n  

of Indian Reservations, 

Large sums have been apent i n  recent  years f o r  

i r r i g a t i o n  purpoaes on the  Sari Juan, t he  Navajo, (For t  

~ e f f a n c e )  , a d  t h e  Zuni Reservations, while the  Western 

Navajo and Lenpp have been almost e n t i r e l y  neglected. 

Ye r e s p s a t f u l l y  urge t h a t  you take these  matters 

up with the  Secretary  of the I n t e r i o r  a t  your e a r l i e o t  

convenience and ask t h a t  a r e l i a b l e  m n  be sen t  t o  inves- 

t i g a t e  and repor t  on the  condi t ion o f  Indians on and off  

these  reserva t ions ,  wi th  view of having t h e s e  Indians re-  

turned to t h e i r  respeot ive  reservations.  

For t h i s  work we re spec t fu l ly  recommend t h e  

seLection of Mr. Matthew Wf. Murphy, Supervisor o f  Farming, 

now loca ted  a t  Tuba, Arizona. M r .  Murphy has  bseen i n  t h e  

Government s e rv i ce  here  f o r  t h e  pas t  e ight  years and is 

familiar with  condit ions.  




