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FOR S ALTON

DIAYS LIVING TS IN COCONINO BAZIN, ARIZGIA,

1. STAVEMENT OF CGFITERAL TACTS.
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Of the 28,000 Mavajos in Arizona and Tlew lievico
#stiumated that one-thnird of the *ribve, or abvout 3,000, ure
living on the public domain outside the limits of the old re-
servation,

2. LPPULIED FOR ALLOTMENTS.

2

“he Mavajos living on the public lands in Jocnino Hasing,

Arigzona, where they have always lived and suppoerted
made apnlication to have their homes allotted to them., Jocore-
ingly, about two years ago the Indian Burezu divectec on allou-
ting agent to make the necessary surveys and scheduls e
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lands cesired by the Indians for their nomes, znd undar
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authority lands were screduled for alletiert o one

and fifteen Tavajos in conformity with the Ceneral allotments
1w

3. THE FIRST AUD OHLY SETTIERD,

These Navajos are believed to be the first and only set-

tlers on the lands claimed »y them for allciment, and no fil-

ings are reported in the Governwent land cffice contesting

ri 1t of these Indians %to the lands. Lhey are not "pov

randas® which "have broken sway" from tneir reservalhion; ooy

nave always occupied these lands as their homes, Theiv

fatrers lived there nefore thenm,

4, THEY ARE SELF«SUPPORTING.

-

“he Indians in guestion have always heen self-summoriing

FLA RGO -

and should not now bhe wreakened by returming them to

e

vation to hecome dependant through such nouperizins
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The distinctive policy of the Covernment for a generation has

been to break up raservations and induce Indians to become

indevendent citizens,

5, INDIANS HAVE MADE INMPROVEMRIITS,

In addition to the many Indian awellinzgs (Hozans) ther
nave more than twenty reservoirs and dams on these lands which
they have bullt for the purpose of sztoring the flood walers

for the use of their families and herds,

6, STOCKMEN NOT SETILERS.

The stockmen and,bthers who object to these allotments be-
ing made to the Indians, with one or two exceptions reside in
Hlagstaff or Williams, Arizona, located some Fifty miles dis-

tant from the lands in question,

7. YHE RESERVATION ALREADY OVﬁH STOCKED,
Every avallable range on the reservation Is now ocoupiled

and in many cases over-shocked.

The Superintendent of Leupp Iandian School, Arizona, in
reporting upon the advisability of removing three families
from the Hopi to the Navajo reservation, advisad the Indian
Rurean under date of January 26, 1911, that:

"The gquestion may be asked: VWhere are the Tavalos

to be removed to? All of the range in this par:

of the country, avalilable for the Mavajos, 1s

occupied, and I know of no location to Whl q even

three fmnilles can he removed and leocated.

&, ATTHMPT TO DFIFJOP WATHR ON THE RESERVATION,

About two years since Professor Gregory, Geologist,
of the Yale Univarsity, after a personal investigation
reported upon the water supply which might be made avall-

able within the Wavajo reservation, and stated in nart:
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"In all of these ldcations, permanent wells of

moderate supply may be secured at selected spots

at intervals of from three to four miles and at

depths rarely exceeding thirty feet."

To secure all possible benefits to the Tavajos from the
Frofessor's findings, the Indian Bureau through a fully
equipped outfit drilled wells over an area of at least thirty-
Tive miles as indicated by the geologist and failed to find
available water, although tests were made by sinking wells to
a.depth of ninety feet in many instances,

A further report showing a dearth of water within the
resepvation was made by Assistant Commissioner ¥, H. Abbott,
of the Indian Bureau , under date of July 9, 1910, tc the
Coummissioner Indian Affairs. Commissioner Abbett states that
if unlimited funds were avallable for establishing boarding
schools within the reservation that on account of the scarcity
of water"you would not find sites for one-guarter of tie
schools needed". This report was made soon after Compissionet
Abbott's trip through the reservation embracing six hundred

miles in the journey.

8. THE INDIAY SIDE’OF THE CASE HAS NOT BEEN HTARD.

The Indians complain that no officer from the Intericr
Tepartment has given them an opportunity to present their
side. of the case in which to establish their claim that bLthey
were the first settlersland entitled *o tﬁese lands tharoush
allotment, and that although themselves denied a hearing
they claim that the stockmen have been given full privilege

of presenting thelr claims,

that

In view of the foregoing statements it seems evident
suitable lands are not available within the resarvation for
the 9,000 NWavajos located on the public domain. On account of

the increasing danger ofloss of title to their homes turougi
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homestead settlement and otherwise we urge that lands selected
for the homes of these Indians be approved without further
delay.

(Signed) W, R, JOHNSTOM,

Pield Superintendent,Mission to the Tavajo and
other Indian tribes, Tolchaco, Arizona.

o the Honorable

“he Secretary of the Interior,
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