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Land- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Allotments. S

Inapection ‘ UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
94R1-1910 :

0O MM ¥inglow, Arizona,

(place)

Allotments to Navajos
in Coconino Hasin,

Hon. Commigsioner of Indian Affairs,

Waghington, D. C.

In have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
vour lettur dated April 2, 1910, enclosing sections 2 and 3
of Ingpector Will M. Tipton's raport of January 27, concern-
ing allotments to Yavajo Indians in the Coconino Pasin,
Arizona, 4directing me to read tha report carefully and sub-
mit remarks: o

1. Conmaerning the advisahility of constructing stor-
age regervolirs on the Navajo Reservation to aupply guffi-
cient water for stoak purposes. :

2. Comcerning the advisability of disepproving the
allotments wmde to Navajo Indisms west of the Little Colo-
rado River and oconfining them to the reservation,

5. Concerning the advisability of prohibiting the
wnites from ranging their stock on the addition to the

Grand Canon Forest Reserve, and meking arrangements with
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the Foreast Service for its cccupancy exclusively by Navajos. .

As togthe first proposition, I have always thought :

that the allotment work among the NYavajo Indians wap com-
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: %;‘ ong ond; that the posaidility et developing
their reseryation should of boan‘thqmaugna% ipvestigated with
a view of develeping water suffisient not mn}y for their stooek,

put goro espacialy for irrigatiom purposes before any allotment
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work was done for this reason: ‘&}n order to advance the ¥Na-
vajo Indiana in esivilization it &a necessary %o bring them in
closer contact with those who hape charge of them. A Super-
intendent will be given charge of say 1000 Indians, who are
scattered over a large ares, who earna their living by raising
sheep and oattle #q@iwmnm&%a~b&mnkata nmd‘prububay eunltivate
ing a few soattering patehes of sorn and mellons; how often
do %ou imngiiﬁhﬂha Supsrintendent or his employers will come
in contact with each Indiand . This ean be greatly simplified
by acvalopiaggamlavualwblq‘gxneau hodies of land that can he
irrigated rnqﬁiag in size from u'fnw hundrsd to ihouuanda of L
acres, and cemmunities of Indlans laocated thereon. These :
communities immld range in number from a few hundred tec several
thousand Indisns.  In sach oommunigy could de located a far-

mer or several farmers and a demgnstration farm where the
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Indians could learn what was possidble for them to do. This
of course would require some mén;y, hﬁt the results would jus- ‘
tify the initial expenss. A large part of the original ex- :
penad conld ﬁc returned to the Government by the Indians by g
paying in small payments for a part of the bepefits they would
receive. The obligation the Indlans would assume would be a
benefit to them instead éf & detriment in that it would oc-

cupy thelr mind and time with thinga of their own meterial i
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adian¢omant." Aﬁ prnatat tﬁb wiy of making their living is
vy grasing nh@ap and wenving blmmxezp, whioh work is pr1b~

bhu11y dan‘ ty tha wemin and ehﬁldrcn who are the real bread
winners of %hn-ﬂi&ﬁdn\!n&iann. while the men have uvrew horses
and some cattle whigh they care for most of the tire. The
greater part of the subsistence of a Navajo family is earned
by the women. The time of the Qan is spemt in gambling,
practieing the deceits of th..uéiietnn'nan snd daneing. Is
there a race of peéple in the higtory of eivilization who
have made 'nationsl uévqnéumant whose wﬂmﬂn‘vnra the bread win-

ners? The Naru&a;'fn when properly dgractaa is & good worker,

but he needs more élrunnnl direasions i&hn it 48 possible for
him to recaivﬂ under the pressnt eonditions; and I believe if
they are gutharad in olosely nettlad communities that thelir
energies oouiﬁ be directed in tha right ahannal, and the men
instead of %hu vaman wounld becoms th% bread winners, and until
this is 4one ﬁhey will be nething morg/nomadio people without
any aim in 1ite., 1

I gertainly oan recomnend that reservoirs be con-
structed on the ¥arajo Reservatiom, not only for their stock,
but fer 1rriga§1an purposes also.

As to the advisability of dimsapproving the allotmente
made to the Navajos west of the Little Colorado River, I would
think if the conditions of the feregoing 1s earried out, these
allotments would be unnecesssry. As I stated in a former re-

portrort these allotments are ﬁr‘atiaully worthless within
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thomaelveu, but with the additionel country which they conp

trol are at auma value far grasing purpoaua only. I don not

bol&orc thmt thor- is oun nlloﬁunn% in the entire 115 that will

ruvniah uuffie&&nt aubuiatanec ta pravidn for our Indiana.
The whlte maa who hnve mndo aeﬁtlamunt in that leoality have
all Loft tnure,vand not one at this time 1. residing within
thirty mllas of any of these allotments. The entire matter
hollod dawn comes to the one proposition, which is, whether
a Tow White men will be allowed publioc range free for a few
more d&ttle and sheep, or 115 I@diapa & homs where they can
eximt. If the first prepositian is carried out, better
homes oan e ?ravidcd for these Indians and I believe should
be done and this constant cemplsint ended.

As to your third proposition I believe would be the
hest aolutigﬂﬂif the tifpt proppsition does not meet with
your approval, proevided the sddition{which by the way is a

A
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farce in =0 far as being & Forest Ressrvation, and was created

at the request of the stockmen in order to prevent the allot~
ment of Irndisns whe were residing there, and not for the pur-

pose of proteetimg the forests) will provide sufficient feed

for the addaitionsl atéek of the Indians who have heen allot-

ted, or at leasgt 1t would be a good temporary arrangement un-
t1il some plsce on the reservation was provided for them where

they would he under the supervigion of the Superintendent.

I have read Inspecter Tipton's report carefully, and

find his report to be a very fair one. I note what he says

in regard to the allottses not living upon thelr sllotments,
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This sonditien is not sampr&nine &a me, ner would it be with
snyone f&mtlﬁa& with thut qgﬂntﬁ& iu the man@h of August when

ne vistted th# allotments., I wﬂxx state that these Indians

have pramibat ne that they w»ul@ buﬁld hagmau and 11vnrupon

their alletments 1f they wauld‘he protected in their rights. !
They of ocourss know thet thers is soms doubt whether they will %J
be allowed to remain there, and éan.aququtly'ura not makingh
their 1mpkov:nnnta as they sgreed to do, but I believs they will
do a0 just as seon as they know they will be protected. I

40 not see - y testimony in Inspector Tipton's report of one
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Indian interested. I hqlzavm that both sides should have

the same fair tranQMtntlin this investigation am has been ac~
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corded the white men who are interested, %@119 the Indian's

testimony is &8 & rule not very f]~ﬁﬁhx¢§ Yot thers {a some

testimony gi%ﬁh:&n Inapector Tipton's report from white mén
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who &re no mors reliable then a Navajo Indian. I am told
that the Indimns who are 1ntaieat»d in these allotments will
ba satiuriedﬂﬁiﬁh your dscision, provided they are allowed to
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preaent their side of the propositionm, which appears tomes to de
Just. |
Very respeotfully,
| George A. Kespers,

ASpecial Allotting Agewti
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