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A l l o t m e n t s ,  
Coconino Bas in .  

I n  1908 S p e c i a l  A l l o t t i n g  Agent George A .  Keepem 

made a l l .o tments  t o  115 Navajo I n d i a n s  i n  Ar i zona  wes t  of 

t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado River on t h e  p u b l i c  domain i n  the  Coconino 

B a s i n  under t h e  4 t h  S e c t i o n  of t h e  General Allo tment  Ac t ;  the 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  b e i n g  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  R e g i s t e r  and R e c e i v e r  of the 

l o c a l  l a n d  o f f i c e  a t  Phoenix ,  P,rlzona. The a p p l i c a t i o n s  were 

t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  due courae  t o  t h e  Geneal L a ~ d  Off i c e ,  and  by 

t h a t  O f f i c e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Indian O f f i c e  f o r  recommendation. 

So many protests against t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e ~ e  a l -  

l o t m e n t s  were r e c e i v e d  h e r e  t h a t  we auggee ted  t h a t  I n s p e c t o r  

W i l l  M. T i p t o n  be  d i r e c t e d  t o  make an  i n v e s t i g ~ t i o n  o f  these 

a l l o t m e n t o ,  which was done by Depar tmenta l  l e t t e r  o f  June 1.1, 

1909. The I n s p e c t o r ' s  r e p o r t  was s u b m i t t e d  under  d a t e  of  

January 27 ,  1910 ,  and i n t i m a t e s  therein t h a t  he was d i r e c t e d  

t o  take up o t h e r  work e lnewhere  b e f o r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  con- 

n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a l l o t m e n t s  i n  t h e  Coconino B a s i n  had been  fully 

cornplc~ted,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he  had s u f f i c i e n t  da ta  from which 

a r c p o r t  cou ld  be made. The I n s p e c t o r  recommended the disap-  

p r o v a l  of the a l l o t m e n t 8  f o r  the  reason t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  s e t t l e -  

ment had no t  been made by the I n d i a n s ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  t o  comply 



with t h e  law, and f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  reason  t h a t  a number of 

y e a r s  ago i t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  ag reed  w i t h  t h e  white  s e t t l e r o  

i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of Arizona t h a t  t h e  Eavajo Ind ians  would be 

conf ined  t o  the  t e r r i t o r y  e a s t  of the  L i t t l e  Colorado R i v e r .  

Copies of the  I n s p e c t o r ' s  r e p o r t  were s e n t  t o  

S p e c i a l  A l l o t t i n g  Agent Keepers,  who made t h e  a l l o t m e n t s ,  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  8.n e x p l a n a t i o n  might be made of why he made a l l o t -  

ments t o  t h e  Ind ians  i f  they were not e n t i t l e d  t h e r e t o  under 

t h e  l a w .  Copy of the  r e p o r t  w a s  a l s o  s e n t  t o  Stephen Janus , 

the  t h e n  Super in tenden t  of  the  Weatern Bavajo School .  

Mr. Keepers i n t i m a t e s  i n  his r e p o r t  tha t  the  Inspec to r  

f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  the "white mane s ideu  of  the  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  

d i d  not i n t e r v i e w  o r  g ive  the  Ind ians  i n t e r e s t e d  any opportuni tg 

to  s e t  f o r t h  t h e i r  c laims t o  the  a l l o t m e n t s .  Mr. Keepers says 

i n  p a r t :  

"I w i l l  s t a t e  t h a t  these  Ind ians  have promised 
me t h a t  they  would b u i l d  hoggins and l i v e  upon t h e i r  
a l l o t m e n t o  if they  would be p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  
They ,  o f  course ,  know t h a t  t h e r e  is  some doubt whether 
they  w i l l  be al lowed t o  remain t h e r e ,  and consequent ly 
are no t  making t h e i r  improvemento a s  they  ag reed  t o  do, 
bu t  I b e l i e v e  they w i l l  do s o  j u e t  as soon aa they know 
they  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d .  I do not  eee any teotimony i n  
I n s p e c t o r  T i p t o n t s  r e p o r t  o f  one I n d i a n  I n t e r e s t e d .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  both s i d e s  should have t h e  sane f a i r  t r e r ~ t -  
ment i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as has  been accorded the  
white  men who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  While the Ind ians  test imony 
i s  as a rule not very r e l i a b l e ,  y e t  t h e r e  i s  some testimony 
g i v e n  i n  I n s p e c t o r  T i p t o n t s  r e p o r t  from white men who are 
no more r e l i a b l e  t h a n  a liavajo I n d i a n .  I a m  t o l d  t h a t  the 
I n d i a n s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  these  a l l o t m e n t s  w i l l  be 
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  your  d e c i s i o n ,  provided they are allowed 
t o  p resen t  t h e i r  s ide  of the  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  which appears  
t o  me t o  be j u s t  ." 



The p r o t e r t  a g a i n a t  t h e s e  a l l o t m e n t s  i s  b u t  ti 

r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  same o l d  s t o r y  of  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  

between c a t t l e  and sheep  growers  i n  Ar i zona  and New Mexico 

and  t h e  Eiavajo I n d i a n s ,  and i n  view of the f a c t  t h a t  I n -  

s p e c t o r  T i p t o n ' s  r e p o r t  speaks mainly  f rom a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

h a s t e l y  made and baaed  on  informa. t ion o b t a i n e d  solely f rom 

whi te  persona i n  t h a t  community w i thou t  c o n s u l t i n g  any of  

t he  I n d i a n a  i n t e r e s t e d ,  i t  would seem a d v i e a b l e  t o  r e q u e s t  

a f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e f o r e  final a c t i o n  i s  t aken  w i t h  

a view of a.pproving o r  d i s a p p r o v i n g  t h e  pending  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

f o r  a l l o t m e n t .  This would a t  l east  be b u t  j u s t  t o  t h e  I n -  

Cians , even if s u b s e q u e n t l y  the a l l o t m e n t s  were d i sapp roved .  

A copy of M r .  Keepers '  r e p o r t  i s  a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o .  

In view of the Inspector 's  report  the Office could not 

consis tent ly  recommend tha t  the allotments be approved. On 
i n  

the other hand it does not appear that/ the invest igat ion made 

by Inspector Tipton, the Indians were represented o r  given an 

opportunity t o  appear and subinit evidence i n  t h e i r  behalf, and 

not wishing t o  do these Indians an in jus t i ce  the Office did not 

care to  recommend that the applioations be rejeoted without 

a fur ther  investigation. 


