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In 1908 Special Allotting Agent George A. Keepers

made allotments to 115 Navajo Indians in Arizona west of
the Little Colorado River on the public domain in the Coconino
Basin under the 4th Section of the General Allotment Act; the
applications being filed with the Register and Receiver of the
local land office at Phoenix, Arizona. The applications were
transmitted in due course to the Geneal Land Office, and by
that Cffice referred to the Indian Office for recommendation.
So many protests against the approval of these al-
lotments were received here that we suggested that Inspector
Will M. Tipton be directed to meke an investigation of these
allotments, which was done by Departmental letter of June 11,
1909. The Inspectoxr's report was submitted under date of
January 27, 1910, and intimates therein that he was directed
to take up other work elsewhere_ﬁefore investigstions con-
nected with the allotments in the Coconino Basin had bveen fully
completed, but believed that he had gufficient data from which
g report could be made. The Inspector recommended the disap-
rroval of the allotments for‘thg reason that sufficient settle«

ment had not been mede by the Indians, in his opinion, to comply
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with the law, and for the further reason that a number of
years age it was practicélly agreed with the white settlers
in thie section of Arizona that the Navajo Indians would be
confined to the territory east of the Little Colorado River.
Copies of the Inspector's report were sent to
Special Aliotting Agent Keepers, who made the allotments, in
order that an explanation might be made of why he made allot-
ments to the Indians if they}were not entitled thereto under
the law. Copy of the report was also sent to Steﬁhen Janus,
the then Superintendent of the Western Navajo School.
Mr . Keepers intimatesvin his report that the Inspector
fully investigated the "white mans side" of the question, but
did not interview or give the Indians interested any opportunity

to set forth their claims to the allotments. Mr. Keepers says

in part:

"I will state that these Indians have promised
me that they would build hoggins and live upon their
allotments if they would be protected ip their rights.
They, of course, know that there is some doubt whether
they will be allowed to remain there, and consequently
are not making their improvements as they agreed to do,
but I believe they will .do so juet as soon as they know
they will be protected. I do not see any testimony in
Inspector Tipton's report of one Indian interested. I
believe that both sides should have the same fair treat-
ment in this investigation as has been accorded the
white men who are interested. While the Indians testimony
is as a rule not very reliable, yet there is some testimony
given in Inspector Tipton's report from white men who are
no more reliable than a FNavajo Indian. I am teld that the
Indiens who are interested in these allotments will be
satisfied with your decision, provided they are allowed

to present their side of the proposition, which appears
to me to be just."
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The protest against these allotments is but =&
repetitioﬁ of the same o0ld story of conflicting interests
between cattle and sheep growers in Arizona and New Mexico
and the Mavajo Indians, and in view of the fact that In-
spector Tipton's report speaks mainly from an investigation
hastely made and based on information obtained solely from
white persons in that community without consulting any of
the Indiens interested, it would seem advisable to request
a further investigstion before final action is taken with
a view of approving or disapproving the pending applications
for allotment. This would at least be but just to the Ine
dians, even if gsubsequently the allotments were disapproved.

A copy of Mr. Keepers' report is attached hereto.

In view of the Inspector's report the Office could not
consistently recommend that the allotmepts be approved. On
the other hand it does not appear that/%ge investigation made
by Inspector Tipton, the Indiens were represented or given an

opportunity to appear and subkit evidence in their behalf, and

not wishing to do these Indians an injustice the 0ffice did not

care to recommend that the applications be rejected without

a further investigation:

SINHOUY WNOILYN 3HL LY G3INA0YHAIY

NNO13636



