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Ron. Seore ta ry  o f  the I n t e r i o r .  

Sir :-  

On behalf o f  t h e  In$ian Bights  Assooiat ion I v i s i t e d  

Cooonino Coaw~fy, Brirona, t h e  parst suamr, wi th  a viev; of ascer- 

taining t h e  basis af the  claim e by the  Xavajo Indians  t h a t  

t h e  sohedale of  lands s e l e c t e d  for t h e i r  a l lo tments  on t h e  

publio domain i n  Coaonino Basin i n  t h a t  Connty,shoula be approved, 

Spea i a l  a l l o t i n g  agent George A. Keepers, n i t b  t h e  aid 

of tbe Navajos, se leo ted  *om the publ ic  domain t h e  l and  covering 

one hundred and f i f t e e n  a l l o tmen t s  wi th in  t h e  pa s t  year  i n  

Cooonino Basin, un t e r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  lav;. 

Ioepeotor  T. Mw Tipton of your o f f i c e ,  we a r e  informed, 

has r epo r t ed  against t h e  approval  of tho a l lo tments  scheduled, 

t h e  b a s i s  o f  the aQrerse  r e p o r t  being that the  Indians  were not 

the  first s e t t l e r s ,  t h a t  many ycaars ago i t  -:;as suggested t h a t  they  

be aonfined +m the east s i d e  of t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado Ziver ,  and that  

t h e r e f o r e  they ahonla not be al lowed i n  t he  Coctonino Basin t o  t!?e 

detr iment  of  t h e  s t aok  men whose herd8 pnstnre  over these  l ands .  

Coa~n ino  Baain b r i e f l y  deearibed embraces t h e  

oonntry bounded on tihe n o r t h  by t he  Grrllid Canon, on t h e  south  b y  

the  San Franoislco mountains, on t h e  mest by t h e  r a i l r o ~ d  l ead ing  

t o  t h e  Grand Canon, on the eas t  by the  L i t t l e  Colorado Niver. 

The Davajo Indians olaim t o  have occupied t h e  

Coconino Basin as t h e i r  homes asd f o r  pas turage  o f  t h e i r  he ras  
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f o r  time almost immemorial, and t h e  evidences of t h e i r  hab i ta t ion  

including t h e i r  hogans they  claim s t i l l  remain sca t te red  over a 

brbad expanse of country wi thin  t h e  limits of t?;e Basin. 

The Cooonino Rim or top land,  which a f fo rds  pasture  i n  

the  winter  months, has each year been the  wintering place  of the  

Rsvajos, s ince  the  snovj a f fo rds  ample moisture f o r  t h e i r  stock. 

This upland i s  not  su i t ab l e  f o r  a snmrnor pasturage on account of  

the  lack  of moisture. 

The a l lo tments  i n  question were made on the  bottom 

land adbacent to t h e  Coconino uplsnd o r  I i i m ,  f o r  the reason t h a t  

these  bottom lands  a re  nearer  t h e  water supply, provided by springs 

and t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado River. In  t h e  ravine8 leading from the  

lowland to  t h e  R i m  of t h e  Bssin we f ind  t h e  only wood avai lable  

f a r  t h e  use o f  t h e  s e t t l e r  and proteot ion from the  wintry  b l a s t s  

which has of ten been taken advantage of by the  Zavajos f o r  l iv ing  

quar ters .  The XTavajos make the  claim that  t h e r e  mt~y be evidences 

remaining of many score  of t h e i r  hogans or  o ther  hab i ta t ions  

showing t h e i r  former occupanoy of these  lands, and t h a t  t h e r e  is 

p r a c t i c 8 l l y  no evidenoe o f  e a r l y  se t t lement  by any o.ther people. 

The Indians claim tha t  t h e  l i m i t  of th i r ty -one  y e m s  

occupancy by t h e i r  people, which they  understand i s  made by 

Inspector Tipton, may a s  wel l  be counted as  thir ty-one days so far 

as i t s  correctness  i s  concerned, t h e i r  claim being t h a t  they  have 

o c c u ~ i e d  these l a d s  f o r  severa l  generations.  They f u r t h e r  claim 

t h a t  a t  no time have theg agreed 2 abandon these l m d s  Which a re  _ _ - -  
nov sought by the  stock men f o r  t h e i r  exolnsive use merely f o r  

grazing purposes. I n  f a c t  i t  i s  believed tha t  i t  can be s a t i s -  
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f a c t o r i l y  &own t h a t  the  s tock  men never have s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  

country but have u t i l i z e d  i t  88 a winter pas ture ,  t ~ i t h o n t  attempt 

a t  permanent occupation. - 
It i i e  positively as se r t ed  by the  Indians that Inspeator 

Tipton i n  h i s  inves t iga t ion  of the Indian claim t o  t h i s  country 

d i d  not c a l l  upon the  I n d i m s  themselves and give them t h e  

opportunity t o  present  any evidence t o  subs t an t i a t e  t h d r  claim 

of p r io r  ooenpanay, h d  many of t h e  f r i ends  of t h e s e  Indians,  

who have been watohful of t h e i r  i n t e r e a t s  and e spec i a l l y  

s o l i o i t o u s  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  Xavejos seanred ju s t i ce  i n  t h e  matter  

o f  allotmentrs, make t h e  claim t h a t  although being i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  

they were not  given no t iae  o f  t h e  inves t iga t ion  by Inspector 

Tipton, so that  t h e y  were thus  denied t h e  p r iv i l ege  o f  present ing 

what t o  t h e i r  minds i s  convincing proof t h a t  t h e  Indians a r e  

e n t i t l e d  t o  the  lands a l l o t t e d  by reason of being t h e  first 

s e t t l e r s  i n  t he  Coconino Basin oountry. 

For the  reasons s t a t e d ,  and t o t h e  en6 that  absolute  

j u s t i ce  may be done t h e  Indians i n  this matter, trre request +;hat 

yon m i l l  d i r ec t  t ha t  a  f u r t h e r  a d  more complete inves t iga t ion  

be made of t h e  claim of r i g h t  by these  Indians  t o  have t h e  lands 

a l l o t t e d  t o  them. Ye urge that t h i s  fn r the r  inves t iga t ion  be 

made without delay .for t h e  reason t k a t  s t o c k  men,in whose i n t e r e s t s  

i t  i s  sought t o  deprive the Indians  of these  lands ,  a r e  cha-r~ed 

with  destroying t h e  hogans of t h e  Indians and otherwise i n ju r ing  

t h e i r  proper ty  and mis t rea t ing  them. 
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We betlieve a p e a t  wrong t o  these Ravajos i s  impendiw 

through the alleged exparte aharacter o f  Inspect o r  T ip t  on ' 8  

r e l ~ o r t  , or other reasons, t o  avert 4.1ioh a further and prompt 

inquiry and report of t h e  ex i s t ing  aonditions lshould b e  made. 

It i s  important that when an investigation i s  directed 

the Inspeotor ahonld be instructed t o  not i@ t h e  Superintendent 

i n  oharge o f  the L ~ a p p  Indian Sohool, Lenpp p o s t  of f ice ,  Arizona, 

so  that he may appriase the Indians o f  the approaching hearing, 

t o  t h e  end that  they may be prepared t o  present whatever evidence 

they have t o  support t h e i r  olaim. Re fur ther  request tha t  &. 

9. R. Johnston, of Talahaco post  of f i ce ,  Arizona, f o r  many yews  

a Bdissionary among these Indians, be no t i f i ed  of the time and 

place o f  the invest igat ion,  s o  t h a t  the Inspeotor may have the 

benefit  of his knovlewe anfl of any o i t a t ion  of  f a c t s  which he 

may be eiablsd t o  present .  

Very r e s p e o t f n l l y  submitted, 

Agent, Indian Rights Bssoci a t i  on. 


