
k l l o ~ n e x i t a  ir. the 
?OCOT~:T:O Bae~l? ,  

s a d e  ly Special Allotting Agent George A ,  Keezers 



Departmenf that, by l e t  t es date& rl':lne 11, 1909, LTnit ed  

States Indim Inspeotor Will Me T ~ p t o n  was d i r e c t e d  to 

proceed t o  Blagstaff, Arizona, and. i n v e s t i g a t e  the validity 

of tho allotment8 made by Special  Allotting Agent Keepers, 

especia l ly  w i t h  a view of ascertaining if s u f f i c i e n t  s e t -  

t lernent by the fn4iaxs had been made to meet the requi re -  

ments of the Pourth Section of the A c t  of February 28, 1887 

( 2 4  Stat., PI, , 888), as arntsnded by the Act of February 8, 

1891 (26  Stat, Lo, 794) ,  

Inspectar T ~ p t o n ,  after a thorough imest iga t  ion, 

submittad, on January 2 7 ,  1310, quite  an exhaust ive r epo r t  

on the oondlhions surrounding t he  a l lo tments  aade by t he  

Special Allotting Agent in the Coconino Basin From this 

report  it &$pears t h a t  the Indians have a,ot nmde sufficient 

settldri~ent as  required by the acts  nentioned herein to 

e n t i t l e  them t o  allotments on the p u h l i c  domain, The 

Navajos living in this and other v i c i n i t i e s  o f  Arlzona 

and New Jdexico depend mainly o n  stock-raising f o r  a Jive- 

lihood and, owlng to the peculiar conditions of the country, 

miat necessarily drift  from place t o  place a t  d i f f e r e n t  

seasons of the year in searah of pasturage for their stockJ 

This, of i't s e l f ,  would apparently eliminate the pro bqbllity 

of sufficient settlement baving been nlrtde an specific 80 

or 160-acre traats t o  e n t i t l e  the applscants t o  allotments 

under  the Fourth Section of the ac ts  memior led  ::erein, 



Final aotlon hae n o t  been taken, haweyer, on 

t h i s  matter, and t h e  Indian Off iae  advises me that  it has 

t ransmitted s copy o f  the Inspector's report  t o  the 

B p e c i ~ l  A Z l a t t  iag Agent who made the SQ allotment a, with 

tbe view o f  aaqulring additional information Lhareon, when 

definite recsmmendatione by that Off ice will be made t o  

this Department with ragftrd t o  these allotments f >  

The Department wishes t o  assure you that every 
# 

effort will b e  made t o  protect both the i n t e r e s t s  o f   he 

Indians in the  Cooonma Basin and the white s e t t l e r s  t h e r e d  

Vary respectful ly,  


