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DEPARTMENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES INDIAN 

Trrf~atlatron 

M r .  W. M. Reed, 
Chief Engineer, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear  M r .  Reed: 
I am sending my reply  t o  the  Commissioner 

regarding t h e  Navajo and Hopi wel l  d r i l l i n g ,  and am a l s o  
enclosing a copy f o r  you. 

I r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  was necessary t o  s t r i n g  $he repor t  
out t o  such length,  as i n  b r e v i t y  the re  i s  s t r p g t h ,  but I 
f e l t  it necessary t o  go t o  considerable lengths t o  be sure  
t h a t  M r .  S e l l s  appreciated the  s i t u a t i o n ,  and I understood 
from h i s - l e t t e r  t h a t  he waB request ing a f u l l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
not only f o r  the  poin t  o r  two he mentioned bu t  f o r  t h e  f u l l  
program of wel l  d r i l l i n g .  

I be l i eve  t h a t  t he re  should be a wel l  near  Nescomb I s  
s t o r e ,  and I had t o  go p r e t t y  f u l l y  i n t o  the  matter  t h a t  I 
could have some measure of a chance t o  convince him. 

H i s  querg as  t o  the  well  between the re  and Crown Point 
needed a f u l l  explanat ion which had t o  be a f u l l  j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  f o r  the d r i l l i n g  i n  t h a t  va l ley ,  and s o  it would not  
be my unbiased staternftnt only, I got t h e  l e t t e r s  I have put  
i n  the addenda as coqoborative exidence. 

Please go over t h e  mat te r  before you forward the  
r epor t  and i f  you can add anything I have omitted o r  wish 
t o  co r rec t  any statement I have made, please do so. 

A s  M r .  S e l l s  gave no reason f o r  any of h i s  statements 
o r  why he had a r r ived  a t  c e r t a i n  conclusions I had t o  t r y  
t o  cover ALL poin ts  t h a t  I might not miss the  one t h a t  might 
reach him. 

I am assuming t h a t  I am not  t o  s top  work while wait- 
i n g  f o r  his approval, so  am going ahead, and i f  you w i l l  c a l l  
t h i s  t o  h i  s a t t e n t i o n  and ask him t o  advise me i f  I should 
s t o p  I w i l l  apprec ia te  i t ,  

bincerely yours, ;dB- 
Supervising Engineer. 


