
ARCHIVES 

UNI 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

TED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATION SERVl 

SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION 
SUPERVISING ENBIYPR 

ALBUQUERQUE, I I m  
July 2, 1918. 

M r .  W. M. Reed, 

Chief Engineer, 

Washington. 

Dear S i r :  
A s  you know, a l l  of the ag r i cu l tu ra l  lands 

the  Hopi Indians consis t  of the sandy bottom lands - 
the  three main washes t h a t  run between t h e i r  mesas. 

The bes t  area they have 1s i n  what i s  known as 
the Wepo o r  Second Mesa Wash. This wash heretofore 
has had no defined channel f o r  a number of mlles, and 
i n  t h i s  f l a t ,  watered by the occasional floods are  ex- 
tensive corn f i e lds .  

I 

Several years ago the val ley aomenced t o  cut  
up with narrow deep channels, commencing a t  i t s  junction 

I 

w i t h  the F i r s t  Mesa Wash, and are gradually cu t t ing  back 
through the f i e l d s ,  and if something i s  not done soon, 
the f i e l d s  w i l l  be destroyed. 

A study has been made of the s i tua t ion ,  and a 
plan of cross dykes worked out, t en ta t ive ly ,  the  sugges- 
t i o n  coming from Foreman Womack who i s  s ta t ioned there,  
end was checked over by the wr i te r  and Superintendent of 
onstruction Pogt independently. 

M r .  Post was directed t o  go over the  s i t u a t i o n  
with M r .  Womack, work out the plan gmd make a repor t .  
His report  i s  attached, together with a sketch map, and 
I f u l l v  concur i n  h i s  f indings and recommendati ons. 

Should there  be any b ig  Bains t h i s  year, much , 
damage w i l l  be done these f i e l d s  and many aeres may be 
rendered absolutely worthless. 

The plan of spreading ' the  flood waters t o  aVa+,d 
cut t ing,  and a t  the same time t o  i r r i ga t e  the ground i s  

1 
perfec t ly  feas ib le ,  andwill do the work planned. 
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No i r r i g a t i o n  or  protection work has been done 
f o r  these Indsans, and no assistance g$v€+ %hem i n  amy 
way other thaq the sgrSng and well devblapaent.' They 
are  a f i n e  bunch of Indidns and are  naliiag a l i a i n g  In 
a region where the  average whlte man w ~ u l d  starve.  %aqs 
protect ion work and development i a  'beyand t h e i r  eap&.i'2&%%es 
and they'should receive assistance.  

This matter should have been taken. up laefdpe,.,bat 
awaiting a time when i t  eould be i n v a ~ t i g g t e d  a d  st&h&#@ 
made it has been neglected, but the conditions ape sdab$hat 
immediate act ion should be taken before any m r e  ra ins  qmhg, 

I do not  know what f'unds made avai lable  f o r  thrts - 
year can be u$ed unless it should come from the m ~ ~ ~ 1 . 1 b ~ -  
ous Navajo. To be sure t h i s  i a  not i n  the Navajo roe- ,  
ervat ion proper, but in a l l  l eg ia la t ion  i b  i s  always &r@$b~ 
with the Navajo, and the  Hopi reservat ion ,is occupidd b$ 
more Navajos than by the  Hopi. 

I request t h a t  immediate act ion be taken, t h a t  
the general paan be approved, and t h a t  I be given author- , 
i t y  t o  expend the sum of $7,700. f o r  this  purpose. 

Until  de ta i led  surveys are  made I: carinot suggest 
any changes t o  the proposed paan, excepting that I believ$ 
t h a t  a few gates through the dykes w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  the  
proper handling of the  r a t e r  and the u t i l i z a t i o n  of the 
floods i n  i r r i g a t i n g  the ground. 

Very respectful ly ,  

AS Ohis flsrk seerat h be iaa~g89a9eLy 
necessary &img ito p?wb&b2e damge whiob 
w b u l d  greaQ$y inore'sse Bhe @oaf a3 a 
l.a%er dab, Z?hq g e ~ e x a l  plaa is appxev- 
ea. The /allprrpria$iea wRavajr, Miniseel- 
laneeus ~ r c j e c ) ~  ; i B s l u d i a g  'Esa Elrs PeB, t L  

& D . ,  $20;000," seeas  $8  be a ~ p l i e a b l e  Pa 
t h i s  work.  


