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The Qommissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington.
(Thro the Chiel Engineer).
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For a long time I have been satiefled that the
most important work, from the view puint of immediate
use and returns), has beer the well drilling and spring
development for the Naveje snd Hopl Indians .on the
go-called Painted Desert. S

Ao soon as a well beagina to deliver water the
stock 1s» there to use 1t, and the Indians come miles
to get domestic water whish they hauly and - te drive
their gtock there fer water.

It is belleved that in the regions where the
wells have been put down that the quantity of stook,
espsclally sheep, have doubled and In many sases more
than doubled. What this means %o the Indisn in ma~
terial advantage, especially in thie time of high
prices for wool and stock can readlly be ssen, and
there is also the great advantage to the country at
large in the increased production of the much needed
woo 1 and meat.

In order to get the idess of the man on the
ground, I had Mr. Womack, the foreman in cherge of
this work address a letier to most of the traders
and the missionaries on the reservations and they
heve answered his communicetions, and I herewith
submit copies of their replies for your information.

1 coples of these letters could be placed in
the hands of the Committess on Indian Affairs in Con-
es8 when the next bill goes before them, it ls pos-
gible that s greater appropriation could be secured
for this purpose.
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