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Honorable Bar ry  GolClwa.ter 
Uni ted  S t a t e s  Sena te  
Senaf e  O f f i c e  Bu i ld ing  
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Barry: 

I have j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  f o u r  days on t h e  Hopi Rese rva t ion ,  
t h e  f i r s t  of our two Hopi c o l l e c t i n g  t r i p s ,  and I thought  I should 
w r i t e  you about  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  coun t ry ,  f o r  I am r e a . l l y  
r a t h e r  wor r ied .  

I n  t h e  25 y e a r s  that  I have l i v e d  i n  t h e  southwest  and i n  t h e  
seven y e a r s  t h a t  I have been going y e a r l y  t o  t h e  Hopi Rese rva t ion ,  
I have never  s een  t he  oountry  i n  worse shape.  

Our winter, ae you know, wars ex t remely  d r y  and o1.1~ s p r i n g  has 
been one of a lmost  oont f  nuous high wf nds. Thres weeks ago,  d r i v i n g  -+ 

from Keams Canyon t o  Holbrook on a n o t h e r  t r i p ,  I comple te ly  sand- 
b l a s t e d  my windsh i e ld  and have had t o  have it  r ep l aced .  Th i s  k ind 
of wea ther  has been t h e  norm. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  d r y  w i n t e r ,  t h e  Hopi a r e  no t  p l a n t i n g  t h e i r  
f i e l d s .  More t h a n  one t o l d  me t h a t  t hey  were no t  doing s o  and i t  
was q u i t e  obvious  as we drove through t h e  mesas t h a t  most of t h e  
f i e l d s  were unp lan t ed .  Only t h o s e  s u p p l i e d  by permanent sources  
of  w a t e r ,  such as t h e  t e r r a c e s  below H o t e v i l l a  and t h o s e  a t  Eloenkopi, 
were a c t u a l l y  be ing  f a m e d .  

I should  a l s o  say tha t  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  roads  which I have 
d r i v e n  f o r  seven  y e a r s  t o  and from i s o l a t e d  Hopi farm houses  a r e  
now comple te ly  blocked by l a r g e  sand dunes and t h e  coun t ry  ha.s a 
scowered look.  

I thought  I should  w r i t e  you t h i s  t o  a , l e r t  you t h a t ,  a l though  
t h e  Hopi a r e  n o t  i n  r e a , l l y  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  now, t h e y  may w e l l  be i f  
our  summer i s  d r y ,  and p a , r t i c u l a r l y  s o  i f  we have a n o t h e r  d r y  w in t e r .  

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any th ing  d r a s t i c  needs t o  be done a t  t h i s  
moment, b u t  I thought  you might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e y  could  l e a d  t o  a s e r i o u s  s i t ua , t i o i i .  Needless  t o  s a y ,  what 
a p p l i e s  t o  t ho  Hopi coun t ry  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  Navajo, a l t hough  - t hey  are not  s o  o l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  farming and a,re a t  t h i s  moment b e t t e r  
o f f  on t h e  whole t h a n  t h e  average  Hopi. 

Bes t ,  
A s  ever ,  

Edward B.   an son 
D i r e c t o r  


