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OFFICE OF; May 15, 1963
SENATOR BARRY SOLDWAVER
Honorable Barry Goldwater
United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington 25, D,C.

Dear Barry:

I have just returned from four days on the Hopi Reservation,
the first of our two Hopi collecting trips, and I thought I should
write you about the condition of the country, for I am really
rather worried.

In the 25 years that I have lived in the southwest and in the
seven years that I have been going yearly to the Hopi Reservation,
I have never seen the country in worse shape,

Our winter, as you know, was extremely dry and our spring has
been one of almost econtinuous high winds. Three weeks ago, driving -
from Keams Canyon to Holbrook on another trip, I completely sand-
blasted my windshield and have had to have it replaced. This kind
of weather has been the norm.

As a result of the dry winter, the Hopi are not planting their
fields. More than one told me that they were not doing so and it
was quite obvious as we drove through the mesas that most of the
fields were unplanted. Only those supplied by permanent sources
of water, such as the terraces below Hotevilla and those at Moenkopi,
were actually being farmed.

I should also say that several of the roads which I have
driven for seven years to and from isolated Hopi farm houses are
now completely blocked by large sand dunes and the country has a
scowered look.

I thought I should write you this to alert you that, although
the Hopi are not in really serious trouble now, they may well be if
our summer is dry, and particularly so if we have another dry winter,

I do not believe that anything drastic needs to be done at this
moment, but I thought you might be interested in my observations for
they could lead to0 a serious situation. Needless to say, what
applies to the Hopi country also applies to the Navajo, although

~ they are not so closely tied to farming and are at this moment better
off on the whole than the average Hopi.

Best,
As ever,
. Edward B. Danson
EBD/gg Director
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