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REDUCTIOTT--IS IT NECESSARY? 

Analysis  of  The S i t u s t i o n  

A number of  people from va r ious  v i l l a g e s  have asked t h a t  I a s s i s t  them i n  
understanding why t h e  gbverment  is reducing t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k ,  and it is  i n  r e s -  
pome t o  such reques t  t h a t  I t ake  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  i n  p re sen t ing  some of  t h e  major 
f a c t o r s  before  o u r  t r i b e  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  I may be a b l e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
I own no l i v e s t o c k  noF an I emyloyed hy t h e .  gove rmen t .  

I n  o r d e r  t h s t  we may understand t h e  s i t u a t i o n  we rnust go back t o  t h e  root  
of t h e  m a t t e r  and fo l low it t a  t h e  end, f o r  without  understanding vie w i l l  not  be 
ab l e  t o  cooperate apd ou r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be f r u i t l e s s .  

- Idany of u s  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  only t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago,  even up t o  l e s s  than  
t h s t  t ime,  ou r  land was dense wi th  vege ta t ion  such ss ( i n  Eopi )  ahkawu, a t t o s i ,  
wuhsi, l ehu ,  kwahkwi, nono, ond coun t l e s s  o t h e r  p l a n t s  which a r e  now r s r e ,  and 
which a r e  now a L o s t  e x t i n c t  i n  o u r  a r e a s ,  Deep washes and g u l l i d s  were few and 
mi les  u>on mi les  of f l a t  l ands  y i e lded  sus tensnce  becsuse t h e  l ands  were inun- 
dated annus l ly  by t h e  ~nuddy waters  co:nir,p from t h e  nor th .  Today those  ssrie l ands ,  
o r  what i s  l e f t  of them, wi tness  t o  t h e  neces s i ty  of r educ t ion  of l i v e s t o c k .  

No longer  do we pass  through f i e l d s  of ( i n  Hopi) sh!rsviu, sweet-scented at- 
t o s i ,  snd o t h e r  shrubs <irhere beaut i ful .  b i r d s  such ss ( i n  ~ o p i )  tawarnanawu, qoqo- 
p i ,  snd s i k a t s ' i  sanp and playod; o u r  moccasins a r e  no longer  covered with ?ollen 
from t h e s e  bushes f o r  ( i n  ~ o p i )  a t s i v o s i  , maovi, kawitna, and . o t h e r  i ned ib l e  
p l a n t s  hsve supplanted them. 

Furthermore, g e n t l e  universal.  showers hsve piven wsy t o  "tsoniyoysngv~u" o r  
l o c a l  "bunched" r s i n s .  The land whic.h once sus ta ined  o u r  people l i e s  i n  w o n y  
from open wounds which defy hea l ing ,  and we s r e  forced t o  s c a t t e r  over  sand 
dunes i n  search of moisture i n  t h e  hope of bring in^ t o  m t u r i t y  an  e a r  of corn 
so t h a t  our  c h i l d r e n  r a y  e a t .  Is not t h i s  so?  It is a l l  t o o  ev ident  t h s t  
need not  dwel l  longer  on t h i s  sad spec thc l e .  

i Those of you who rove ove r  o u r  land know t h e  t e r r i b l e  s i g h t  o f  bar ren  l ands ,  
and we a l l  know t h e  s i cken ing  s i g h t  of caving elnbanlouents a long  t h e  washes and 
a r royas  while  t h e  roa r ing  wa te r s  become t h i c k e r  wi th  o u r  precious e a r t h .  Gu l l i e s  
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I dhat  then? Obviougly something ~ u s t  be done t o  check t h i s  wastage; some- 
/ t h i n g  must be done i n  o r d e r  t h a t  we a a y  not be ' l e f t  s t randed  i n  t h e  mirage of 

o u r  unplanned ambitions. 

Ways Or Nature,  

Let  u s  f i r s t  cons ider  how na ture  works. 

Rain and wind a r e  both bencf i c i s l  and d e s t r u c t i v e .  Rain,  when r i g h t l y  ap- 
p l i e d ,  r e s u l t s  i n  f r u i t i o n  vihich make ou r  h e a r t s  g l ad ,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, when 
it is  misapplied it m y  r e s u l t  i n  i r r e p a r a b l e  l o s s .  Th i s  i s  t r u e  of the  wind 
a l s o .  Le t  us  t hen  s e e  how t h e s e  two f o r c e s  work. 



Rain is f a l l i n g  gen t ly  and a l l  is qu ie t .  :'le h e a r  t h e  musical n o t e s  of 
r a i n  drops  among brushes and g ra s ses .  Though it has  boon r a in ing  now s whole 
day,  no s t r e a m  appear  and we h e a r  o u r  f a t h e r s  ssyirig,  "This i s  s f r u i t f u l  rain." 
I n  s p r i n g  t h e  sou th  winds wk~ich o u r n e l d e r s  c a l l  "palasc~awu" ( l i t e r a l l y ,  n e l t i n g  
breeze)  mel t  t h i c k  snow and we h e a r ' t h e  s t reams eurgl inp,  down t h e  mess mils and 
s lopes  only  t o  be l o s t  i n  t h e  p l a i n s  boloiv. With t h e  coming of warm weather 
g ra s ses  shoot f o r t h  and o u r  land is dressed  i n  b e a u t i f u l  green. I n  hsp?y mti- 
c i p a t i o n  we s i n k  o u r  p l an t ing  s t i c k s  i n t o  mother e a r t h ,  and i n  due t i n e  o u r  
ch i ld ren  a r e  hapny wi th  t h e  f i rs t  f r u i t s  of  o u r  labor .  Rembember those days? 

Today what do we see? The s m e  g e n t l e  shower (no re  o f t e n  t h e  "bunched min") 
f a l l s  and immediately l i t t l e  s t reams a?pear which j o i n  t o  become rivulets, then  
roa r ing  washes o r  r i v e r s  which run p a s t  ou r  home c a r r y i n g  away a c r e s  and a c r e s  of 
our  choice  e a r t h ,  

The d i f f e r e n c e  is t h i s :  t h e  f i rs t  r a i n  f e l l  on land covered wi th  vegeta t ion .  
The su r f ace  of t h e  land  i s  coveved with dead l eaves  and is comparatively loose  
and t h e r e f o r e  absorbent .  The waters  run  down tho  pores  and along t h e  r o o t s  of 
t h o  p l a n t s ,  and t h o s e  which remain on t o p  Are prevented from running by dead 
l eaves  mong which they  form pools and eventua l ly  soak i n t o  t h e  e s r t h .  Mother 
Ea r th  i s  watered and rmde ready f o r  p o d u c t i o n .  

I n  t h e  second,  t im g e n t l e  r a i n s  c a m  on land void of  v e g e t s t i o n  and im-  
media te ly  begin t o  run ,  There s r e  no dead l eaves  t o  iiilpede and tho  ground "bare 
t o  t h e  core" is pol i shed  and s loped  so the  s t r e a s  run qu ick ly ,  t o  t h e  r u i n a t i o n  
of o u r  land.  A l l  t h i s  is so  p l a i n  t h a t  I f e e l  somewhat f o o l i s h  t o  dwell  So long 
on t h e  s u b j e c t  b u t ,  I want us  a l l  t o  soe  wherein our  t r o u b l e s  l i e ,  s o  wi th  t L i s  a 

i n  mind we w i l l  now cons ider  t h e  n ia t te r  wi th  which we a r e  d i r e c t l y  coqcerned. 

Livestock.  

O r i g i n a l l y  o u r  people o b t a i n ~ d  c a t t l e ,  shec?,  and h o r s e s  from t h o  Spsniards.  
Through much l a b o r  and c s r o  ou r  puo2le succeuded i n  mul t ip ly ing  t h e i r  s tock  s o  
t h a t  t h e i r  sons and dsugh te r s  now enjoy t h c  .bonef i t s  of t h e i r  l abo r .  C s t t l e  2nd 
sheep increased  slorlg with ho r ses  and burros.  They ro3med a t  w i l l  over  wide 
a r e a s  extending southward t o  Red Lakes and beyond t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado R ive r ,  
and westward t o  Blue Canyon and even t o  t h e  no r th  of  hloencopi; t o  t h e  no r th  they 
grazed st Big Mountain, and a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  Gsnado. However, i n  course of t ime 
these  animals became qunerous and d e s t r u c t i v e  s o  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  words o f  o u r  
a n c i e n t s ,  " the land  burned up", and because of t h i s  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  " p o s c r i b e d "  
then ,  t h a t  i s  they  ~ l a n n e d  and {arranged f o r  t h e i r  ex t  i n c t  ion. Accordingly c s t t  l e  
and sheep disappeared myster ious ly  and we were forwarned t h a t  t h e  t i n e  w i l l  come 
when, should c a t t l e  and sheep over-mult iply on Hopi s o i l ,  we would e x w r i e n c e  t h e  
s m e  consequence aqs in .  

Under t he  guidance of Government stockmen our  c a t t l e  and sheep  increased 
r a p i d l y  and soon reached t h e  bobndaries which t h e i r  predeoessors  enjoyed, S u t  
the  Government s a i d ,  "Back, back on t o  the  a r e a  which I ,  i n  my wisdom, marked out 
f o r  you,t1 and s o  we f ind  ou r se lves  crowded i n  a n  a r e a  in t e r spe r sed  wi th  unfenced 
f i e l d s  belonging t o  o u r  ?eople,  and interminable t r o u b l e s  ensued. 

Our l i v e s t o c k  soon a t e  up t h e  feed on t h e  p l a i n s .  T h i s  done they  cl inbed 
up the  s l o p e s  of the  mesas anong rocks i n  search  of "tupelsoho' '  o r  bunch grass: 
which grew along t h e  walls .  A l l  the  ed ib l e  g r a s s e s  and bushes were nipped . 
before  they  bloomed. Xach yea r  saw l e s s  vege ta t ion  because no seeds  were formed 
t o  perpe tua te  t h e i r  kind. Our s t o c k  roamed ove r  t h e  l and  i n  search  of feed and 
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water  & t i n g  deep t r a i l s  wherever t hey  went, P l a n t s  Were trodden down and died.  
Then when t h e  winds blew they  c a r r i e d  away the  recisining t w i y ;  a t  t h e  sane time 
they  blew e a r t h  from under $he s t u r d i e r  p l a n t s ,  t hus  e x p o s i n g . t h e i r  r o o t s .  The 
h igh  winds wrought havoc by ca r ry ing  away the  f e r t i l e .  t o p  s o i l  which they  l e f t  
i n  washes and g u l l i e s  t o  be c a r r i e d  down t o  lower bas ins  a long  t h e  L i t t l e  Colo- 
rado Vglley, Thus' i nca l cu lab le '  t ons  of ou r  source  o f  sustenance disappeared.  
What was once pr ize land  became; i n  a,  s h o r t  wh i i e ,  but wasteland which it w i l l  
t ake  c e n t u r i e s  t o  r e s t o r e  t o  p roduc t iv i ty ,  What were a t  f i r s t  on ly  mice t r a i l s  
becasae ugly g u l l i e s  f o r  when ws te r  r a n  along t h e  t i n y  t r a i l s ,  it found a  hole  i n  
t h e  ~ o u n d  i n t o  which it' flowed, c u t t i n g  sway e s r t h  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  u n t i l  it 
f o m e d  deep cuts., ' 

Thi s  is the  cond.it ion o f  , o u r  land which we nust fqce .  Nothing csn be gafn- 
ed by wi sh fu l  t h ink ing  t h a t  t he  deple ted  land w i l l  even tua l ly  a d j u s t  i t s e l f  t o  
usefu lness .  Such tKinking without a c t i o n  is se l f -decep t ion .  

The g o v e r w e n t ,  seeing t h i s ,  immediately undertook t o  s tudy  t h e  s i t u r l t i on  
i n  o u r  i n t e r e s t ,  inasmuch 'as it i n  ou r  guardian. Time and a m i n  i t  s e n t  out men 
versed i n  t h e s e  ? la t te rs  who, unbeknown t o  u s ,  q u i e t l y  surveyed and s tudied  our  
land. It beca ie  evident  t h s t  t he  . land was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a r r y  so nang hesd of 
c a t t l e  ?nd sheep they  found on t h e  land. Therefore ,  t hey  recommended t h s t  th6  
s t o c k  owners- should mske i t  t h e i r  s i n  t o  produce q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  t han  q u a n t i t y ;  
t h a t  i s ,  t hey  Shodld mnake an s f f a r t  to r e i s e  a bet%uzl breed of c s t t l o ,  sheep, 
and ho r ses  which,' it was a r i u e d ,  would produce as nuch income i n  fewer numbers 
i n  comparison t o  scrubby sheep and c a t t l e ;  They would r equ i r e  l e s s  t i x e  and 
handl ing,  consume l e s a  feed and water and y e t  be p r o f i t a b l e .  Goats were out-  
lawed, 

Arguing t h u s  t h e  government stoclrnlen proposed and i n s i s t e d  on in t roducing  
t h e  "white heads" (Herefords)  and "cu r ly  vioolfl sheep. Many of you. responded and 
made investments  i n  them. You sre wi tnesses  8s t o  t h e  t r u t h  of  t h a t  srgument. 

,But mu l t ip ly ing  s t i l l  continued unchecked and t h e  count ry  became poorer  and 
poorek. 

The Governnent then  entered upon ano the r  glan: water ing p l aces  ~ m s t  be  
provided i n  out-of-the-way p l aces  where feed was s t i l l  good bu t ,  where the re  was 
no water .  Again you a r e  wi tnesses  because nany Zopis  found emplayment i n  bu i ld -  
ing d a m  and developing water  seepages. With t h e  c o n i ~ l e t i o n  of such p r o j e c t s  s 
kind of b rea th ing  s p c e  was had of b r i e f  d u m t i o n .  Rea l i z ing  your advantages 
someof you increased  your m t t l e  and sheep even Inore which i s  na tu ra l  and good. 
Anbit ions were on f i r e !  It becane c l e a r  t h a t  sone o t h e r  i lessures  must be adop- 
t ed .  

A Hopi is p r i m r i l y  an ~ , ~ r i c u l . t u r i s t ,  a f i rmer  i f  you pletise. For  y r l i 3 p o  
over  s thoussnd y e a r s  he has nanriged t o  wrest l i ve l ihood  fror;, t h e  r a i n l e a s  land ,  
and is today considered 531 many 8s t h e  q r e a t e s t  d r y  f s n n e r  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
Throughout c e n t u r i e s  when garre w~i s  shundart enc! c a t t l e  and sheep  hud unlimited 
range, ou r  people neve r the l e s s  ' q r ~ ~ s j o r ~ d "  i n  o p r i c u l t u r e  which thev  found more 
s t a b l e .  A s  o u r  grandfa thers  used t o  s a p ,  " C a t t l e  and sheep s r e  but  f l s v o r s  t o  
f la i ror  o u r  corn  mush wi tha l  ." 

The Government knew th f i t  bsu s r e  not inc l ined  t o  leavt?  o u r  mesas and t h b t  we 
would cont inue t o  y l s n t  o u r  l i t t l e  f i e l d s  i n  r s s d 4 l y  s c c e s s i b l e  n l s c o s ;  t i ? r i t  it 
t akes  money t o  accrue  l i v e s t o c k  whereas it t e k e s  bu t  s s t r o n q  bsck ,  s hoe, and 
p l an t ing  s t i c k  t o  produce food . 



R e a l i z i n g  t h i s  t h e  ~ o v e r n m e n t  e n t e r e d  upon a n o t h e r  phase of s t o c k  r e d u c t i o n  
f o r  a l l  t h i s  po in ted  t o  t h a t  end. At t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  thousands  o f  d o l l a r s  
t h e  government darmed a  number o f  maj.or washes i n  o r d e r  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  muddy 
r i v e r s ,  i n  season  o f  c ,ourse ,  on t o  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s  r ~ h i c h  were o t h e r w i s e  f e r t i l e  
bu t  d r y , .  anG which t h e  Hopis  might c u l t i v a t e .  Thousands o f  a c r e s  were t h u s  pu t  
under  i r r i g a t i o n  first hav ing  been f e n c e d ,  plowed, and l e v e l e d .  The completed 
p r o j e c t s  were ? laced  a t  t h e  d i s 2 o s a l  of o u r  peop le ,  At p r e s e n t  b u t  a f r a c t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  l m d s  a r e  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  t h e  Government b u i l t .  check dails ,  d i k e s ,  and plowed deep  
fu r rows  a c r o s s  s l o p e s  i n  t h e  hope of check ing  r u n n i n g  v l s t e r  wheh r a i n  f a l l s .  
Also it g a t h e r e d  s e e d s  of n a t i v e  g l a n t s  and p l a n t e d  them i n  p l a c e s  where t h e y  
n i g h t  grow. The wash b o t t o m  were p l a n t e d  t o  t a n s r i s k ,  wi l low,  b l a c k  l o c u s t ,  
and o t h e r  e a r t h - r e t a i n i n g  s h r u b s  and  t r e e s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  y reven t  s o i l  f r o ~ n  
b e i n g  c a r r i e d  away. Fur the rmore ,  it  sought t o  c o n t r o l  d e s t r u c t i v e  r o d e n t s  which 
e a t  s e e d s .  

Today we f a c e  t h e  f i n a l  phase of  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  r e d u c t i o n  o f  o u r  l i v e -  
Stock.  F o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  n i n e  y e s r s  we have s a c r i f i c e d  o u r  sheep  t o  t h e  d e m n d s  
o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  and now it is  purposed t o  reduce ,  no t  o n l y  sheep b u t  c s t t l e  r s  w e l l  
t o  s s t i l l  s x a l l e r  n u r ~ b e r ,  S u t  no one need be s u m r i s e d  f o r  i f  we b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  wisdon snd words o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  we a r e  .moing throu,n,h t h e  s s n e  p r o c e s s  
of reduc ing  o u r  l i v e s t o c k  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  o u r  l a n d .  I n  o r d e r  t h s t  
we may n o t  be l e f t  s t a n d i n g  on b a r r e n  l and  i n  f e s r  of  ? o s s i b l e  t r i b s l  e x t i n c -  
t i o n ,  o r ,  st t h e  L e a s t ,  d i s i n t e p s t i o n .  

T h i s  is t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  s t s r k  snd r e a l ,  m d  it i s  f o r  u s  t o  f a c e  t h i s  condi-  
t i o n  s q u a r e l y  and u n f l i n c h i n g l y .  

. . 

Summation. . 

Now. h e r e  i s  t h e  sumlsry  of what we have s a i d ,  

( A )  Through ri&t o f  occupancy ex tenu ing  o v e r  a  thousand y e a r s ,  a  Iiopi has  
j u s t  t i t l e  and c l a i m  t o  t h e  land a  p o r t i o n  o f  which he now o c c u p i e s ,  and which 
he  u s e s  t o  f u l l  e x t e n t ,  

(B) That  a Hogi i s  c a p b l e  of r a i s i n g  l i v e s t o c k  when g i v e n  a d e q u a t e  range 
which,  w i t h  t h e  i n f  i l t r ~ t i o n  pf 1Javajos o n t o  h o p i  l a n d s ,  h a s  been reduced t o  
bu t  ? f r a c t i o n  o f  i ts  o r i g i n a l  s i z e  and which. l e d  t o  u g l y  squabbles  between 
t h e s e  two t r i b e s ,  sud  w i t h i p  t h e  Ho;>i t r i b e  i t s e l f .  

(C) That  s Hopi is p r i m a r i l y  s n  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  and h a s  a s t r o n g  tendency 
t o  l i v e  uyon t h e  messs. 

(D) That  due t o  Lack o f  s u f f i c i e n t  r a i n f a l l  r a i s i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  becomes 
- h a m f u l  beyond a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t ,  and t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s o i l  it some- 

t Lnes b e c o m s  n e c e s s s r y  t o  reduce l i v e s t o c k ,  

(E) That  t h e  g u s r d i a n  o f  IIo?is sought t o  a v e r t  s u c h  s c a t a s t r o ? h y  by %do?- 
t i n e  v?irious nenns  of p r e s e r v i n p  t h e  s o i l  marry which a r e  w a t e r  developi lents  , 
b u i l d i n s  e a r t h  d m s  2nd r e s e r v o i r s ,  2nd d i v e r s i o n  of washes o n t o  f e r t i l e  l m d s  
bu t  which a r e  d ry .  

' .I Thus it shoul-d be p l s i n  t o  u s  a l l  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  r e d u c t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k  
is  n e i t h e r  w h i x s i c a l  n o r  a r b i t r a r y ,  bu t  a  c a s e  of n e c e s s i t y  c i r i s ing  f ro r l  t h e  



d i s s i p a t i o n  of ou r  l m d  a h i c h  ~ ~ u s t  be recllirned rlnd ?reserved f o r  t h e  ?>er?etlm- 
t i o n  of ou r  t r i b e i  True,  t h e  ~ 3 ~ r y i r q  out of t h 3 t  rne3sure is b i t t e r  m d  *&nt3g- 
oniz ing  inasmuch RS each m n  cc_lre:3 f o r  ~ n 6  loves  h i s  snims!ls 3s he does h i s  own 
c h i l d r e n ,  and t h s t  such d r a s t i c  neasdres  tend t o  discourage proqress  which :my 
l e ad  t o  despa i r .  3e ing  s Hopi,  I f o e 1  t h i s  i n  ny own h e a r t  and rly sy,l:nthles 
a r e  wi th  you a l l .  

Within t h e  pas t  nine years  we have sade  &-rest s a c r i f i c e s  tow=u! the  r s c l m -  
b t i o n  of o u r  wasted 1~16, 2nd !ve m e  811 hsy )y  b e c ~ u s e  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of ou r  
l snd  a r e  once m r e  verdant .  It i s  w i t h i n  reason t o  su2pose thttt should we r e l a x  
ou r  e f f o r t s  our  l and  w i l l  cont inue  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e ,  and t h s t  we w i l l  hsve n u l l i -  
f i e d  o u r  nine y e a r s 1  s a c r i f i c e .  Furthennore,  we will hsve t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  shadow 
of eventual  reduct ion  of o u r  l ivestoclc  un le s s  sor~le o t h e r  neans a r e  f oucd. 

Here l e t  .E re-.lind you t h a t  t h e  law coverinr: r educ t ion  of l i v e s t o c k  is ne.: 
cess.iry t o  t h e  e x i s t e m s  of  o u r  n a t i o n ,  %rid t h a t  it is ag12licable t o  c , l l  the  
s t a t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  union. 

I Socleone has s a i d  t h s t  i f  t h e r e  i s  !.lore r a i n  t h e r e  v~ould be  e n ~ u g h  f e d  f o r  
I o u r  c a t t l e  and sheep. G a i t s  t r n e  b u t ,  u n f o r t ~ m s t e l y  we have no con t ro l  over  
I r s i n  and cannot b r i n g  it when needed. Our m c i e n t s  s a y  t h a t  r a i n  is h d  only  
I through much e x e r c i s e  of h e a r t  i n  prrlyer and self-judg:lent;  and,  i f  sq ,  :ve should 
I s t 0 2  here and e x m i n e  ou r se lves .  

i I n  conclusion r ~ e 7 ~  I say t h a t  perha;ss had hot  t h i s  war intervened we a i r h t  
have continued receivi lyl  f u l l  cons ide ra t iox  fro1 i ou r  3overr~aent  ; a l s o  t h - t  i n  
t he  f a c e  of s h i f t i n g  cond i t i ons  i n  o u r  economic l i f e  and t h e  t e r r i b l e  pcice of 
ad jus txen t  t o  such  cond i t i ons ,  t h i s  rmy not b e  an  opportune t ime;  bu t  we ~ l r e a d y  
advanced nine y e a r s  towurd r e ~ l a i ~ ~ i n c r ,  ou r  land.  

These a r e  t h e  f z c t s  cnc? condi t ions  vdhich denan6 our  immediate l t t c n t i o n  -ind 
we should w e i ~ h  t h e n  quj.etl:r 2nd di1i::pntly f o r  t h e y  c r e  v i t a l  t o  o u r  s e c h r i t y  
and h s p ~ i n e s s .  9 u r  l~ml is wasted -.nd s o m  rieans must be found t o  reclsi.:l and 
preserve i t .  The e v j l s  % r e  he re :  t h e y  .<re s o i l  e ros ion  2nd r e d u c t i o r  of l i v e -  
s tock .  

Novenber 1 6 ,  1943 
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