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¥r, Ghorles Mackintosh, . v
308 North Vermont Avenue, |
Loa Angeles 4, Celifornia. . o
' JAN -2 "5 mj

Ny dsar Mr, Mackintouh:

The prodlem of the Hopi Indians to whioh you refer in your letter of
Hovesber R0 has been of dssp oconcern to the Indien Office for more than sixty
years, It is still one of the pressing problems confronting this Service.

‘ ‘At the base of this prodblem lies the ugly feet that the land base avalle~
dle for the support of the Hopis eand of the Navajos is far too small to enable
these Indlan tyibes to mske even a bare subsistence livelihood. Sixty years

ago some two and a half million acres were set aside by aetion of the President
for two thousend Hopis end for such other Indians as the Searetary of the
In“:ior might ellow %0 use the area, This latter phrase was used bhecause even
at that time hundreds of Navajo families were maintaining their homes snd run~
ning their shesp within this so-~called "Moqui"™ Reservation. The two thousand
Hopis then used the table land and the area adjacemt to this teble land for their
reerksble sgrioulturel operatione and they ram limited numbers of cattle and
sheep on the renge which they shared with the Navajos. Since that time the Hopis
bave inoreased to 3,200, erosion has diminished the amount of agricultural land
they cen successfully use and overgrazing hes slso reduced the productive
oapesity of the remge availsble to them,

During the ssme pericd the mumder of Navajos, within and without the Mopi
Ressrvation, which as you know is entirely surrcunded by the Navajo Reservatien,
inoreased from 11,000 in 18488 to more thas 50,000 in 1943. This increase in
the Navejo population was especially warked in certain sreas oentigucus to the
Bopi Reservation. As a result of the preasure of the inoreasinmg Navajo popula-
tion upon its shrinking, avsilable resources of seil, watey end gress, the
nusber of Navajos goling from their comngested areas imto the Hopi Reservation
incywased from year $o year and intense competition developed between the Hopi
stotlouen and the Navejo stookmen, just a2 on the public domain the unreguleted
conpetition for grass betwsen the users developed constant conflicts which the
Government endeavored to settle through the cperation of ths Tayler Grazing Act,

On the Hopl Reservation the competition for the limited amount of renge
between Hopis and Nevajos has become fiercer and more bitter as both tribee in-
ereased in popuintion without a correspondins increase in the land base
availsble to them,

It has been the sim of this Office to cheek, if possible, additionsl en-
orcachments by the more sggressive Navajos upon the Hopi range. Under the
wording of the Exeoutive Qrder establishing the "Moequi" Reservation, the Navajos
were gramted certain use rights, the extent of which in their relation to the
Hopi rights has never been defined. Construction of the drift fence at the
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reguest of the Hopi stookmen operating in the affected srea was undertaken
primerily for the protection of thees Hopi stockmen against further Navale
ensrocashmsnts and to moks possible better renge menagenent and improve the
safsal hosbesdry presiices. There was no thought of establishimg & boundary
for the Bopi Reservation. There could be no establishment of a new boumdary
for this veservatioa by this Office as iis boundaries hed been fixed in the

~ Presidential Order establishing the reservation sixty years ago. Only Con-

greas e alter tha existing houndary..

e Hopis would like to have the uss of the two and & half million acres
of the "aqui® Ressrvation. I sympathize with their desire and wish 1% were
poststhle to help thes cbiaim this laad, This would involve at the lesst the
sempval of =ll of the Navejes from the "Mequi® Reservation. What should we
do-with the dispiscsd Navajos? There are several thousand of shem. The

Revejo Reservadion proper is slready ssriously overcrowdsd. The Hopl problem

osanot be solvel withemt slse simultapeously solving the problem of the
Kavajes. A partisi swieiiea of the problem of both tribes 1ies in the pro-
vision of addisionsl ifrrigaked 1snd om & very large seale. A beginning has
boex made so £6r as the Hopis are concermed by providing irrigeted land on the
Golerado Fiver Regpervation and fifteen Hopi families have already moved to
vory produstive irrigeted lasd on the Colorado River Reservation. Ye hope
eve=tnally to have emiugh of this Colorado River irrigated land for several
nyndred Hopi sad Navaje fomilies. Ve are alse endeavoring to obtain suthority
ané funds for irrigatimg emd developing from the weters of the Sen Juan River
and ite tributeriss & very large asreage on the Navajo Reservetiony If our
effort in thiam direstion is susesssful the pressure on the resourcea of both
trides should de greatly reduced, although the repid imerease in the number
of botk tribes may prevent a complete solution of the problem through this
nanyeY, ¥ '

The Superiatendsnt end his staff on the Hopl Besarvatiom are competent
asd syspathetic workers vho are doing everything withim their power to improve
the sondition of the Hopli Imdiams. They have an extromely difficult task.

I hope that your intsrest in the welfare of the Hopis will continue and
you may rest assured that hils Office will do 1ts best to meet their desires,
withia the limitatioms plased upea us vy legal, physical and saonomic eandi~
tione.

Sivoerely yours,
RAR:hl 12-27-45

ce Hopi Agency Sgd. Willlam Zimmerm
Zeh, Regional Forester Assistant Zim an Jr.
Washington Office : Commisaionar.
Forestry chrono
Holdup
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