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Dear S i r :  

Thanik you ve ry  much f o r  your i n f o m a t  ive l e t t e r  of 
September 16. I t  confirmed what Professor  Eggan had suggested 
to me c o n ( c e d n g  the l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  the Hogi claims. 
I suppose the  Hopi would not  be regarded as having had m y  I 

r i g h e  to  the a r e a  of land; and J: suppose any r i g h t  of t h e i r s  
which m u l d  b e  recognized w w l d  be regarded as founded on t h e  
f r e e  g r a n t  of  the P res iden t  at the  time t h e i r  Res ervat ion  a rea  
was s e t  a s i d e  by him. I am n o t  q u i t e  satisfied t h a t  the Hopi * I  
understood t b  t e r m  under which the  grant  was made -- but even I 

i f  they  had objec3te-L they could have done l i t t l e  then,  a& 
obviously could g e t  no claim to> be taken seriausly now. 

-- 

I appreo ia te  the d i f f i c x l t i e s  of  the  s i t u a t i m ,  I rahould 
l i k e  t o  m a l e  two rather obvious suggestions. One i s  t h a t  an 
e f f o r t  t o  g e t  the Hopi c l e a r l y  info~rmed of t b  plans  being made 
might be u s e f n l  i n  g e t t i n g  t b i r  cooper.ation, The other  is t h a t  
any la rge  s w l e  t r a n s f e r  o f  Hopi t o  the Colorado River Reservation 
wrjtu3.d probably b v e  me e f f e c t  of destroying t h e i r  cul ture .  I t  I 

appears  t o  me t h a t  , t h e i r  ceremonial l i f e ,  etc.,  i s  s o  b a n d  up 
w i t h  t h e i r  l o a a l  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i t  could not  survive such a shook. I 

I am not sure how far the Government i s  o b l i w t e d  t o  cons ider  I 

such e S w t s ,  and perhaps the eventua l  soLution must i n  anycl:ase 
be i n  terms olf a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  But i t  seema a g r e a t  p i t y ,  The Hopi ' 

on t h e  Reservation .see~lh to b e  very muoh a t a c h e d  to it, and w i l l i n g  
to  make st. cons iderable  s a c r i f i c e  t o  preserve  t h e i r  e u l t u r  e -- o r  
they w o u l d  have l e f t  the  Reservation by now. 

I suppose it would be too c o s t l y  to attempt t o  g e t  any water 
from outs ide  i n t o  the ReseSvation, e.g. from the CoLorada. I 
understand t h a t  a dam was once t r i e d  on Third Mesa, 1s t h e r e  any 
thought of r e s t o r i n g  t h i s ,  o r  was i t  unsuccessful?  

It seems t o  me i t  might be worth vdnile f o r  some expert  t o  
spend a sho rt t ime on the Reservation, con a ide r ing  pos s i b i l i  t i  es  
f o r  imp~cw ing  p rsychologic al rapport  between government of f i c i a h s  
and the Indians. Perhaps th i  s problem i s  unive male 

Thanking you very much f o r  your a ur  tesy ,  I am 
I 

Yours very s ince re ly ,  1 
PWR. 73A-q- 

Richmd 3. Brandt 


