Mr. Fred Rore,
41564 Yentworth Avenue, e
Minneapolis &, Minnesota. SEP 28 1945

My dear Mr. Nora:

The problem of the Hopis to vhich you refer in your posteard of June 10
has been of desp conecern to the Indian Office for more than sixty years. It
is #%111 one of the preseing snd urgent problems confronting this Service.

At the base of this problem lies the ugly fsot that the land base
aveilable for the support of the Hopis end of the Navsejos is far too amall %o
enable these Indimm tribes to meke even a bare subsistence livelihood. &ixty
years ago gome twe and & half million acres were set sside by motion of the
President for two thoumssnd Hopis and for suoch other Indisns as the Seoretary
of the Interior might mllow to use the area. Thia latter phrase was used
beosuse oven at that time hundreds of Navejo families were maintaining their
homes and running their sheep within this ao-called "Moqui" Reservation., The
two thousend Hopis then used the table land sud the arer adjasent tn this table
land for thelr romarkable agriocul tursl operations and they ran limited numbars
of oattle snd sheep on the range which they shared with the Navajos. Since
that time the Hopis have increased to 3,200, erosion haes diminished the amcunt
of sgricultural land they can successfully use snd overgrasing has also raduced
the productive csepacity of the range available to them.

Baring the smw period the mumber of Nawvajos, within sand without the Hopi
Reservation, which &a you know is entirely surrouncdsd by the Navsjo Reservation,
insressed from 11,000 in 1868 to more then 50,000 in 1943. This increase in
the Navajo populaticn was especielly marked in ocertsin erems contiguous to the
Hopl Reservatisen. Az a result of the pressure of the invremsing Navajo popula-
tion upon its shrinking available resocurces of soll, water end grass, the number
of Navajos going from their congested areess into the Hopi Reservetion increased
from year to year and intense competition developed between the Hopl stockmen
and the Navajo stookmer, just es on the public domaln the unregulated oompetition
for grass between the uzers developed constant oonfliects whidh the Uovermment
endesvored to settle through the operation of the Taylor Grasing Aet.

On the Hopl Heservetion the competition for the limited amount of range
between Hople and Nevajos has become flercer and more bitter es both tribes
inoresased in population without a ocorresponding incoresse in the land base
available to them.

1t has been the sim of this Office to cheok, if poesible, additional
enoroschments by the more aggresseive Navajos upon the Hopi range. Under the
wording of the HExecutive Urder esteblishing the “Moqui" Reservetion, the Navajos
were granted certain use righta, the extent of which in their relation to
Hopl rights hus never besn defined. Construction of the drift fence at

¥

Jdurpbon for Lodin + 7

btf 20 1945 £g500 rCeS

Foi TUl Couuussioner

SANHOUY TYNOILYN THL 1Y Q30NA0HIY

CV-6417-201 NNO012193



request of the Hopl stockmen operating in the affected srea was undertaken
primarily for the protesotion of these Hopl stockmen againat further Yavajo
enorosciments and to msks poselble better range menegement and improve the
snimal husbandry practicee. There was no thought of establishing a boundary
for the Hopl Heaervation. There could be no establishment of & new boundary
for this reservation by this O0ffice ss 1ta boundaries had besn fixed in the
Presidential Order establishing the reservation sixty years ago. Only Con-
greas sen &lter the eoxlsting boundary.

The Hopis wonld like to have the use of ths two and & half million mores
of the "Moqui" Leservation. | sympethise with thair desire and wish it were
posaible to help them obimin this leand. Thia would involve at the least the
removal of all of the Hevejos from the "Moqui" Reservation. What should we
do with the displaeed Navajos? There ars several thoussnd of them. The
Navajo Reservation proper is already seriously overorowded. The Hopi problem
cannet be solved without sleo simultansously solving the problem of the
Favajos. A partiel solution of the problem of both tribes lies in the pro-
vision of edditional irrigated land on a very large scele. A beginning has
been made so far as the Hopla are concermed by providing irrigeted land on
the Colorado River Hsnervation snd fifteen NHopi familles have already moved
to very productive irrigated land there. We hope eventually to hare endugh
of this Colorado River irrigated land for several hundred Hopi avd Kavajo
fanilies. We ars aleo endeavoring to obtain smuthority snd funds for irrigsting
and developing from the waters of the Sem Juan River and ite tritutaries a very
large acreage on the Nawajo Leservation. If our effort in this direction is
saocceseful the pressure on the resources of both tribes sould be greatly
reduced, slthough the rapid imoreesse in the number of both tribes may preveant
o complete solution of the problem through this manner.

The silegstions agsinst Superintendent Ladd are being given ocareful
conxideration. ‘

The delay in snswering your card hes been csused by my absence in Aleska.
1 expeoted to zo % Hepi but that wap impossidble. I hope that I shaell be able
to get there before the yeer ends.

I hope thet your interest in the welfare of the Hopis will contime and
you may rest sssured thet this Office will do its best to meet their desires,
within the 1imitations pleced upon us by lepsl, physion] snd economio
considerations.

ce - Forestry Sincerely yours,

McNickle )
WV¥W:ns LT R L o el
8-18/9~19-45 Comd o sloner.
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