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Nre, Charles H. Dietrich,
Pregident, Hew Mexioo Association
on Indian Af'Ceirs,
619 Cenyon Roed, SER 28 19+
fwntea Fe, New Mexico. ‘Jt‘a § 9*5

My dear ¥ra. Dletrich:

I am grateful to ywu for yeur letber of June 28 ooncerning conditions
arong the Hopla. You have a broad gresp on the underlying problems of thet
fine trite and yeu understend the close commeotion between the Hopl and Navajo
land and erosion problems.

The basio trouble on ths Hopi and the Navajo Reservations is, of course,
that the rapidly increasing population of both tribes has fer cutgrom the
productive capasoity of the available resources of egoil and water. On the Hopi
Reservation this baslio problem is ocomplicated by President Arthur's order whioh
in 1862 establishad tha 2,472,000 ascre "Moqui" reotsngular ressrvation for the
benefit of the Hopie and “suoh other Indiene as the Ssorstery of the Interior
may ses fit to settls thereon.” This standard sentence of Exemtive Orders
ereating Iindian renervations was used for the protection of those Navajos who
wers then living and mnaning their sheep on s large part of the territory
ostablished aa the Hopl Keservetion. 1n the approximate center of this new
reservation werw looated the villages and fields of the [opis from which they
opurated thelyr relatiwsly smell herds. 7The sltuation wns bound to create
trouble. It did. That trouble has been with us for more than sixty yesars.

The Navejos inoreased and pressed imward concentrically upon the fermlsnds sand
range used by the Hopis. The Hopis ineressed in number, the produotivity of
their flelds deeoreased and their herds grew, exorting m oounter pressmure sgainst
the infiltration af the Navajos.

Several years ago an effort was made to halt additionsl Navejo infiltration
on rangs used by the Hople. Impartial ocutsiders were brought in to work with
the Hopis end the Nawajos on the ground in an effort to delimit sn. area into
whith no further Newsjo enercechments would be permitted. Thir affort finally
led 20 an enlargement of Land Mansgement District No, € in which procsss the
Hopl stookmen gained around 30,000 acres of renpge lends. This sdditionsl
range was gledly scospted by the Hopi stociomen mad reluotantly given up by the
favajo users. 7This mrrangement was spproved in July 1942, by Byron P, Adams,
chairman of the Hopl tribal council, but as an individaal rather than in his
offioisl ocspaoity.

After the oompletion of these negotiations the Hopl superintendent was
instrusted %o teke steps to epply proper rangs menagement measures to the
heuvily overstocked md rapidly eroding Hopl range. These steps involved the
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resdfustment of the Hopi llvestook to bring the number of cettle, sheep and
horsss down to the safe farage-produicing ospacity of the range. The Hopi
stockmen of First and Second Mesam, realianing the pressing neceessity for seving
what was left of the productivity of their range, sgreed to the sele of their
excoss stook after reletively short napotiations., Third Mesa declined to do
saything. The Third Mesa people objected stremously to the remilation of
thelr grasing eativities on the common renge and enlisted the mid of everyone
vho would listen, inaide end outslde of the reservation. The Hopi tridbal
sounoil had been inestive. In this cmpaign against range management aertsin
Third Hesa lenders who hed hitherto objected to the recornition of the tribel
oounoil as the Hopi poverning body revived the oouncil and ueed it in their
efforta to forestall range management. After eight monthas of negotiations,
the stoskmen of the Third Mesa finally agreed to follow the example of First
end fegond Mesa and to accept the permit gystem of regulated use of the Hopi
rENRES .

To indicate the comditlon of the Third Mesa range, I amn Quoting exscerpta
from a report on thls renge, deted September 18, 1943, mnde by Asecoiute
Regimmal Forester W. R. Conterwall, since deceasad. Reforring to the Third
Mosa rangs, he writes: "The writer hos in the past twenty years odserved meny
ranges in verious stages of produotivity but never has he observed s resnge
thet is mo ubiterly develd of forage. Both ehort md t8ll grasses have not
protuced in exoess of two inches of basal forage and in 90 per cent of the
cesws nothing at all. This is an impossible condition to contend with and
oxpeat to winter the mumber of livestodk nmow rumning on ‘third Mesa. As
stated before, the unit 1ls overstocked and in an ordinmry year the range would
not oarry the excess mmber. It is the belief of the writer that the range
in 4ts present condition will not earry the estimsted carrying oapscity of
6,139 sheep unite through this coming winter season let slone the 10,686 sheap
units now on the areu,

"In oonclusion T wish %o state that in my opinion the problem can heve
tat ons solution, elther dispose of livestock now or loee them through
starvation at a later date.”

The Third Mesa stookmen that winter sold 4,117 sheep unite. The Indian
Gervioce ameisted wlth m vontritution of $5,126,

The leosders of Third Mesa saw s change to renew the battle agaiust conser-
vation when the stockmen of First and Seocond Mesa endeavored %o protect their
renge sghinst enoroachment of Navejo livestodk by the construotion ef e drift
fenne, the oowt of vhioh would in large part be defrayed by AsA fundes which
the Hopl stookmen had varned through the applicetion of range-conservation
practioss.
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This movemsnt to protect the Hopi livestock against Navajo enoroachment
on the range wan started by Bugene D. Lowery, agricultural aide on Superin-
tendent Ladd'e staff, Mr. Lowery presentsd the posslbility of using AAA funds
in the conetruction of the drift fence to the members of the Polmcca Stook-
growers Assoolation of First Mesa, They agreed that such & drift fenoce would
be helpful, tut they first wanted to oconsult the First lMesa chiefs. The
chisfs rofused to give thelr written consent, but in a public meeting told
the stockgrowers that it was up to the individuel to deoide whether he wanted
a fenca. As of July 15, three or four First lMesa stookmen signed requests
for the oconstmoation of about 25 miles of fenee of whioh 15 miles have been
ompleted.

After prolonged discussion the secretary of the Second Nese Livestook
Asgociation signed a request for the construction of AAA fences, but for lseck
of materisls constmotion has not started.

The Hopl Stookmen Union, the stodcgrowers'! masoelation of Third Meas,
never acted on the fenoe metter, but the treasurer of tha Union requested AAA
suglstenae for the construction of a fenoe to vrotest his {ndividial operation,
Na other stockman of Third Mess signed sny other requesta, but Roger (uochybewa,
governor of Hew Qraibl, tock the lead in opposing any fence slong the distriet
line and ecireluted s petition to stop construction of aull fences. Several
Pirst Mesea Hopis gigned the petition pregented to them, according to our
information, with the stetement that if they did not sign, they would he in
opposition to the ohiefs.

When the petition reached Second Mesa, the people would hawe nothing to
do with 4t sm they telt that lhird Meses was in chronic opposition to every~
thing. The Second Mesa attitude has not cheanged mccording to ths information
roaching me.

The leaders of Third Mess saw the poseibility of renewing the campaign
against any range repulation by insisting thet the drift fence was a boundary
foense which would interfere with the assertion of the claims of the Hopis not
only for the use of the entirs 2,472,000 seree in the "Mogui" Regervation but
sleo to the traditionsl claima to sll of Hoplland whioh covers the entire
territory from Mt. Iaylor almost to the Coloredo River. Theyinjeoted into
the drift fenoes controversy the issue of their claim te the entire 2,472,000
acres, to all of Hopilamd, the tribal council question, the leadership of the
chiefs snd Xickmongwi smd the charscter snd ability of Superintendent Ladd
and his sesiatant. It mat be remembered that these isses had only a remote
conmeotion with the construetion of the drift fence for the proteotion of the
Hopl livestock. But thoss oomplicated lepal, technicel, traditional, politieal
and administrative quoestions raised by the Third Wesa people bealoud the
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rather aimple isswe and oreate the impression in the minds of cutslide observers
that the Indian Service is doliberately robbing the Hopls of their rights, both
a8 to loand and self-government, that the superintendent is a dictator end that
the Commlesioner iz unresponsive toc the pless of the Hopl tribe.

You report that Dr. Colton considers Mr. Ladd s conscientious superintend-
ent and believes that opposition to him comes from Third Mesa only. 1 believe
thet Dr. Colton's wnalysis iz correot. I belleve 1t would not be wise under
presant conditiens to mecept the opinion of this minority ss to the gualifios-
tions of a public offiolal. However, I shell csuse to be made thorough in-
quirise concerningy upecific sllegations made by Toger (uoohytewa in a communi-
cation which has reoently reached me. The other employee whose removal this
minority demanda is tho stockman in charge of the Third Mesa unit where he is
in direot eontact with the minority from whom the demand comes.

You suggest various means of removing the pressure of the growing XNavajo
and Hopl populations on their rescurces of land end water. You suggest that
wa "encourage (withoat coercion) Hopis to move to Poston." Arrsngements have
been completed for the voluntary colonisation of sixteen Hopl femilles on the
Colorado Kiver Reservation in September of thils year. idditional families will
follow of their own volition as soon as more land is reedy for them. So far
sixty families on the Hopi have expressed s desire to move to Colorado River
where we hope to bs nble te supply them with forty acres of first-class irrige-
ted land in production per family. Havajo families are begimning to spply for
Coleorado Fiver land. TWe have been able to obtaln sn apprepristion for thia
fisoal year of $87,500 for additional subjugation.

You suggeat the dovelopment of all possible irrigetion projects on the
Navejo Reservation, particularly from the San Juan snd the Animas Eivers. Ve
have besen working steadily for the attaimment of this objeotive. The rsocom-
mendationzs of the Indian Office contemplate the development of a large mcresge
from these sources on the Navajo Reservetion.

You sugpest thet we "dig wells on thoes parts of the reservation not now
used for graging from lack of waterholes.® There is no part of the reservation
which is not now in uee by Nevaje liveatock to the limit of Lits safe carrying
capacity. There is contempla ted an increase and o better distribution of
watering feollities, but these additional facilities cannot increase the
grazing ompacity mach beyond the mumber of liveatock now grasing on the reser~
vation.

You stete that war servine has proved that the Navajos and Hopis are
ospabls of being trained for any mechaniecal ocoupstion snd you suggest that
we improve the sshool system on the Hopi end Nevajo Reservations "so that
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the young people will be prepared as rapidly and suocesafully ss in state and
miseion schoolw to take jobs off the reservation.” It has beer shown rather
conolusively thet Hopis and Navajos, whether they were eduoated in federal,
stete or misslon schools, were able to give a splendid scocunt of themselves
as soldiera and sallors and in mumerous lines of war work. Cur immediate
worry 1s the fate of the returning Indien veterans and of the wer workers
during the postwar years. The la st three years have demonstrated that Navajos
snd Hopis will leave the reservation and work successfully in sll sorts of
cocupations if the opportunity is presented to them. Will they have these
opportunities when war work csases sand the veterans come home? I have & vivid
recollsotlon of tho sonditions ss they were fifteen and ten yeers ago. The
mmber of aveilsble jobs was far too smell to go mround. Hecial disoriminstion
osmused the Indisn to be the last one to be put on and the first one to be laid
off. 1 fervently hope thet ample employment opportunities will he avallable
now that pesoce hes ocoww and that all Indiens will have an equal chanoe for
Jobs without racial diserimination.

1 am in agreement with you es to the pressing need for enlarged educsational
facilities for the Navajos. I also sgree with you in your statement that a
mestery of the English lenguage is essential in preparing Indisn children for
any sort of education and to enable tham to hold thelr own in the competitive
white world. You mey rest aasured that 1 shell do my utmowt to attsin these
goals.

1 have just completed sn extensive trip through the Indian country end
in Alasks end I wish to give you my personel assurance thet all of our efforts
are almed at msking the Indian economlcelly independent. In no instance did
1 find eny poliey that tendesd to wesken the Indlan psople. A8 a matter of
fact, I sm sonfldent that if sny such policy existed the Indimns would have
objected to it long before this.

Very sinserely yours,

ce = Mrs. Genevieve Walther Sy ey i
o ' !” ‘ A
Dr. Mitchell (Sgd) Witliam A Be.d
r. Willlt\m Z(”h Comisaion.r'
Mr. McNickle
Forestry
WVW :na
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