
Washington 25, D. C. 

October 1, 1945 

M r .  W i l l i a m  H. Zah, 
.Room 614, Qoodrich Building, 

Phoenix, Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Zeh: 

Please look i n t o  t h e  Hopi s i t ua t ion  a t  your e a r l i e s t  convenience and 
l e t  me have a f u l l  repor t .  h you know there ha8 been t rouble  between the  
Hopis and the Navajos f o r  centmiss .  The problem of  %pi-Navajo r e l a t i one  
was not solved by the  Bxeautive Order of 1882, which eetabli&ml the  reserve- 
t ion or 2,472,000 aetree, for the Hopis and moh other  Indians aa, the 
Seerotary saw f i t  t o  n b i t .  The encroachment of the Navajos on HopI:.range 
hae h e n  ctmtriisu@as. Aneociate Forester  h c h f o r d  and M. L. Wilson of  the 
Dspim4iaen-t of A@xieulttlm were asked several  years ago t o  t r y  and delimit 
the area b e m d  wbioh no further Navajo enamaPShasents would be allowed. 
La%tsr, yaur Pmor assooiato,  M r .  Centemall ,  otudied the situation on tha  
grow and atlifted the  l i n e  o f  Land Management Dirrtrict 6 ,  s o  a e  t o  aake 
30,,&0 additrienal aa re s  ava i l ab l e  t o  Hopi a tochen .  But t h e e  ad jusltmente 
diil not  solve the  problem. The reasons f o r  the oontinuance of t h e  problem 
arb disewwod in a l e t t e r  t o  Idms. Charles H. Dietr ich,  of Santa Pe, copy 
of *hioh is a'bCac3hdl. 

The adjustarsnt ef the US@ of the raAge to i t s  forage-probucfng oagiacity 
beg- on the  Navajo reeervation i n  1933. No s imi l a r  adjuetment s were made on 
th@ RopX range unf il 1.943. The introduotion of conservation praot icee  on the 
ROgi range mt witrh t h e  same res i s tance  it encountered on the  Navajo range. 
BOX Chat mattar, mgultated range use has been oppoeed i n i t i a l l y  by the  users  
of  the National Forest and the Public Domain range a8 wel l  a s  by Indiana. 
The noat  pe r s i s t en t  opposition t o  stock reduction came *om Third Mesa, the 
mm$e of whioh was most heavily overetoaked and depleted. But t h e  adjustment 
was  made. 

In  the spring of 1944, Agricul tural  Aide Eugene Lowery took the  lead i n  
suggesting t o  tha Hopi stoolanen t h a t  they protect  t h e i r  range by the oonstruc- 
t i o n  of  drift fenam with earned AAA funds, moat of rrhfch had previously been 
epent f o r  addi t ional  atook water f a c i l i t i e s .  This fenae-building project  en- 
eountareb opposition f r m  Third Mesa through the governor, Roger Quochytewa. 
The 4evelopment of this anti-fence campaign is shown i n  the attached 
correspondence. 

In Roger Quoahytewa's July l e t t e r s ,  and i n  the letters of Mrs. Denerieve 
Walther, a t tached,  c e r t a i n  epea i f i c  and generalized a l l ega t ions  ware made. I 
wish  you would look i n t a  their v a l i d i t y ,  d i scuss  the a l l ega t ions  Kith t h e  Hopis 
who make them and w i t b  o ther  in te res ted  p a r t i e s ,  and report  your c o n c l u s f o ~  
t o  me. 

(over ) 



I especai l ly  desire to have you analyze the economic conditions on the 
Hopi Executive Order reservation and recomnd what steps should be taken 
t o  improve the economy o f  the Hopie, taking into consideration the e f f e c t  
theee B p i  r e l i e f  measurea will have on the ir  Navajo neighbors. 

Sincerely yours, 

Comi ss loner. 

Inmating l e t t e r s  firom b e .  WaXthera 
Coplee inoaming from 2qpr Quochytewa 
Copiea Indian Ofo reply to Mrs. Dietrich, Mrs. Walther, Roger Quochytewa 

ac Chicago Ofc. 
Sup t, Ladd 


