‘eneral Delivery
Copy vjai, Californis
-October 15, 1945
Hon. Joseph C, (Mahoney, Chairman ‘
Committee on Indiam Affairs
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. Cq

Dear Mr, O'Mshoney:

Thaak you for your letter of October 5th and for your desire for
further informetiow regarding the Hopi~Navajo situation, I suggest
that you contact Rep, John Ry Murdock, who has considerable knowledge
of the situatiom, partly because of having listemed to the Hopis pre-
gent their case 'at the Subcommittee Hearing at Wimslow about a year
ago, He can discuss the matter more fully than I; but I welcome the
opportunity to share with you what I have come to know,

In August, 1944, I visited Hoplla d in courection with the gather-
ing of material for Dr, Mulford Sibley of the University of Illinois
for his study on comscientious objectors in prisoa, carried on under
the auspices of the National Soeial Science Research Council and the
Pacifist Research Bureau, My work did not pertain to the ecomomic prob-
lem of Hopis; but since Hopi comgeientious objection is based partly om

- their opposition to supporting a govermment which they feel has doxe
little for them, 1 soon became aware of a bad economic situation, More
than anything else, 1lm my opinion, is needed a thorough investigabtion
of many things by a competent person who is not, like so memy visitors,
guided around by govermmwent people, but who, after independently work-

; ans, then completes his work with a thorough study of

“of the pieture, Imasmuch as lack of time and con~

(e} other duties prevemted my adequetely studying the

story, what I say is not the full truth, I kaow,

Ye&,“ ,“ 1 ‘that I have learmed emough to warrant stating that grave
'injusti@@s seed. coprecting, I realize the complexikty of problems in
:H@@iland ‘together with the difficulty of the task Tacing amy superin-

b tendent, I realize how bound up with e geruine Navejo problem is the
emtire mesg, Yeot, it does seem that there should be a fairer way out
‘than is being tried. The problems involved are the followimg:

1. The Hopi land problem, which dates back to 1882, when was pro-
: claimed the Executive Order, with its clause stating that the area was
! for the use of the Hopils “amd such other Indiams" ag the Secretary of
{  +the Imterior should settle thereom, The Indlam Bureau apparently im-
: terprets this to sanction the few Navajos residimg on Hopi lands at
that time., Other studemts, however, maimtain that such was not the in-
tent of the Order, inasmuch as at the time of creating the Hopi %@aor
vation the Navajo Reservation was comsidered adequete, tiogether %
the fact that formally there was mever action %o settle Navajos the@eon.
In fact, during those early days the U. S, Army offered to foree the
Navajos back to their own'slands where they belomged, the Indiam Bureau
declining to agree for fear of trouble,

With both Hopis and Navajos increasing, with more Navajos entering
the region from their own reservation, which completely surrounds Hopi-
-lsnd, ans with the Indian Bureau taking no positive actiomn for years,
trouble came, Now, I guess there is mo doubt that, if meeds of both
tribes are to be met proportiomately, the Navajos should continue to use
part of the area of the 1882 Hopi Reservatiorn, In the opiniom of Dr.
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Harold Colton, Director of Northerm Arizons Museurm, they should have 1/3 g/
of the Hopi area on the basis of need, Why, though, should they continue/
to use 4/5 of this area, as he declares that they are? o
24 Closely allied with the problem mentioned above ig the matter of
soll comservatiom, the need for which is umdcubtedly acute, Original at-
tempts to solve this matter by creating grazing districts was not too
satisfactory, with constaunt Navajo-Hopl bickering, as animals strayed im=-
to the wrong districts, Finally the solution was attempted by means of a
femce, To guote Dr, Coltonm, who has studied the Hopi-Navajo situation at
close range for scme twenty years: ",..Because of Navajo pressure the Hopi
have been compressed into a small area and the fence is based on land use,
The Hopil have been pemalized by the Indian Bureau for years because they
make more efficient use of the land and support twice as many people per
square mile om the land that they actually use, A little more land has
been allotted to the Hopi than first proposed by the Soil Comservation Ser-
vice, an area kmown ag District 6, Persons have been protesting for years
‘but nothing satisfaectory is ever dome, A fence is necessary but on jus-
tice to the Hopi the fence should include an area grester than District 6.%

The Bureau declares that the fence will not affect Hopi occupancy
rights to the 1882 area; but it is easy to understand Hopl alarm theaxn this
is just another move to crystallize their smaller boundaries, In October,
1941, the 3Solicitor Gemeral decreed that the grazing districts could not
right fully deny the Hopis the right to graze their cattle any place on the
1882 area, although at the same time he decreed that the Navajos had
rights to the area also, Technically the Hopis have the right to agk for
grazing permits off Distriet 6; but actually, we have been told a gein and
again, they have learned that Jt is useless to ask for such permits, as
they are comsistently denied, There are -~ and have been from the beginning
~ a few Hopi families living permanently off District 6; but for those In~
dians on District 6 to take their amimals off the distriet is, I umder-
stand, practieally mever allowed, the Solicitor's opimion notwithstandimg,
I find myself womdering always: T1f the Hopls had the right of grazing
their amimals on the entire 1882 area, why was their reduction hased solely
on the ramge capaclty of 1/5 of that area? (iven grsitimg the necessity
for the Navajos usimrg a share of Hopi rangeland,

3

The Commissioner has stated that Hopls on the first two mesas asked
Tor the fence, Hopis from First Mesa tell us that the matter was put up
to them, with the statement that the other two mesas had already agreed,
Believing that if the other mesas had done so they might as well fall im,
they signed for the fence., They say that later they learmed both other
mesas had been similarly approached, with the assertion that all other
mesas had signed, Whem the Trdiams got together and learmed, they say,
that all other mesas had received false represeatatiomns, too, amd that
scarcely amybody had really wanted the femce, they revcked their decision
and began vehememt protests. Such are the two versioms regarding the feace,

3, The problem of dissatisfactiom with agency administratiom, of
gourse, stems from the gemeral repugmance to above named comditioms. The
Indian Buredu claims that the opposition comes from Third Mesa, from a
group of vocal maleontents who should not be listemed to, However, we
found instances of such dissatisfaction among people of the other two

nesa, although it is undoubtedly true that opposition to all zovernmental
act1v1tles is more promommced on Third Mesa, where almost No Hopls are en-
joying governmental salaries, as on the other mesas,
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My persomal t lef is that if the charges leyi against [ugene
Lowry amnd Superintendent Ladd are unjustified, it is only fair to them
that they should have a chance to publically vimdicate theuselvas, Simi-
larly, in a country worthy of callimg itself a democracy, it would seem
that a substamtial group of Hopis, even though dubbed malcomtents by the
Superintendent and thus the Commissioner, should have the right to a hear-

ing,

Because of a persomal incident, exceedingly trivial iw itself, 1 find
myself believimg that there may be something in the assertion of Hopis
that Superintemdent Ladd's imtegrity is not above reproach and that, when
expedient, he lies to them, for circumstances lead me to believe that the
Superintendent deliberately lied to me over "nothing." What might he not
do when aw "important™ issue is at stake?

My story, so trivial, comcerns my conversatlon with Ladd re Hopi con~
scientious objectors, durimg which he told me that the Hopi Tribal Council
was so ashamed of havimg Hopl comscientious objectors that it sent a let-
ter so statimg to the Govermor of Arizoma, Interested, I requested a copy
of the letter, which he could not find at the time, but which he promised
to have for me before T left, Subseqguent contacts whithiHopis made ne womw
der about so mamy of the thimgs I had beem to0ld that, mot kmowing I was ade
dressing the Secretary of the Coumcil, I asked an alert Hopi about this letw
ter, He stared at me, He stared at his friemd = whereupor he imformed me
that if such a letter had beem writtem he, the Becretary, would hawe writw

. tem it, Not oaly, he decleped, had he mot writtem sush; but he was sure -

“the Council had mever comtemplated such:a thiag., The day I lef}: he sew mé
and asked me to semd him a copy of anythimg Ladd might pradu@é%fﬁinoe,hql :
was sure it was a forgery ~ but he assured me that I'd wever sée a copy oF . .
2 nonexistant letter, Whem I saw Ladd, he told me that he'd spemt the en= '
tire morming vaimly looking for the letter, Inasmuch as Collier hed er-

rived at the Reservatiom that moraimg, it didm't sound too comwimcimg that
Ladd would spend the timeloekimg for sbmelhimgrso Exiwfmdhtosh@nd | iNe prde
mised to mail me a copy when he umearthed it; but I have mot simee heard

from him, A 1little thimg, of course, but can T help but wounder if the

Hopis have mo groumds for asking for a hearisg regarding their Superintem~
dent, whom they declare is umfit for office?

I might mertion another matter regarding Ladd ~ whem -I'm mot rrepared
to say is a scoumdrel, but whom I think the Indlans have a right %o have
. lmvestigated at a hearing im which they participate, A Cacasian employe
om Third Mesa whose imtegrity I believe uuchallemged verified emphatically
the Hopl story that im order to overcome opposition Ho reduction om Third
f Mesa the agencyjailed om trumped~up eviderce Govermon Quochytewa Llomrg
emough to break the morale or the Mesa, When they had a heariag the case «
was promptly dismissed because of complete lack of evidemce, I might add
that I wrote this tale to the President of the New Mexico Indiam Associa-
tion, who from her wide experiemce, replied: "I am not surprised that =
Hopi Govermor was jailed for failure to comply with orders or for the ale~
leged stirrimg up of trouble. We could mateh amy story of high hamded pro=-
eedure among the Hopis with similer stories among the Navsjos, The Navajos-
now take pride im being segxt to jail, aud they are learmimg to take their
cases into the Federgl Courts at their owwn expemse, There appears to be
little charce for justice im the Navajo Tribal Courts (sowcalled,) The
Indien judges are appoimted by the Superinmtemdent amd are respomsible only
to him, There is no jury.and often the defeudent is demied the right of
witnesses, A case is beimng tried at this time in Prescott, Arizoma, imvol~
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ving"Navajos who were defyirg the stock reduction program, The governmment
supoenaed the leaders of the Navajo Rights, Assoclation in an effort, so it
| appears, to break up that organizatiom of Navajos who dare to demand for
Iandians the protection guaranteed by the Fedaral Comstitubtion.®
I am told that im the Hopi couatry the judge is decidedly a yes~usm,
Dbeing, of course, responsible to Superimtemdent Ladd for the comtimusnce
«of his job, the/remureratior for which would be particularly emticimg at
e bime whew the majority of the Hopis are so feeling, as ome put it, "ecomo-
gtramgulation®,

_w@ﬁts employe also told us that at the time wher the Superimtendent
lew ped“ﬁhat‘the Howse Subcommittee was going to arrive two weeks hence,
olght earthem dams were started and completed within the two weeks, Hopis
fhowed us these dams, with always the lament, "We could have told them" why
W@;‘would‘be better mot to build it in such amd such a spot; or, Mie tried

Yo tell them but they wouldm't listem,™ Im view of the regulations statiag
| #thet Iadiams should have a voice im decidimg such matters, we womdered about
/ y it was demied them, The New Mexico Imdiam Associatiom has ably express
~Beﬁ my oplmiom whew they state, regarding Indiams: *,,,We must cease %o
treat them (evem bemegoleuwtly) as subject people but treat themies the citim
zens as they are, It imvolves allowing them to make decisions flor thems
selves even if im our judgment they make mistakes, We a&ll learm from our i
mistakes "

I hope that some of what I have writtem will prove of value, I again
urge you, however, to comtact Represemtative Murdock for a fuller discuss
sionm of the problem. He has been lnstrumental in attempting to have re-
grassing by plame - the first attempt, whatever, I understand, im attempts
at revegetation of denuded areas gsimce the reduction, in 1943, He has also
helpgd ir the move to provide lands for Hopis at the Postorn Relocation
Center, Several of the families who had volunteered to go backed out at
the last; ard I cam't help but womder why attempts are mot pushed to re-
logate some of the Navajos or the Hopl Reservatiom, thus turamiag back to
the Hopls lamds which seem to be rightfully theirs, rather than keep stres~
sing the meed of moving the sedentary Hoplis, so more rooted totheir own
| eclosely~-krit social pattern thamr are the Navajo nomads,

\

Cordially yours,

/s/ Gemevieve Walther
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