
Hon. Joseph C, Ohlahoney, Chairnan 
Comnitt ee 09 Indian Affa i r s  
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Tdr, OtBBahoney: 

'eneral  Ueliverjr 
d j a i ,  Cal i forn ia  
October 15, 1945 

T h a a  you f o r  your l e t t e r  of October 5 th  and f o r  your des i r e  f o r  
fur ther  informtiom regarding the  Hopi-Navajo situati0.a.  I suggest 
t h a t  you cont8ct Rep, J o b  R, Murdock, who has considerable bowledge 
of t he  s i tuat ioa. ,  p a r t l y  because of having l is ter led t o  t h e  Hopis pre- 
sent t h e i r  case a t  t he  Subco~nmittee Hearing a t  Winslow about a year 
ago, He can discuss  t h e  matter  more f u l l y  than  I; but I welcome the 
opportunity t o  share with you what I have colce t o  know, 

I n  August, 1944, 1 v i s i t ed  Ilopildcd i n  conzlection with t h e  gather- 
ing of mater ia l  f o r  Dx, X d f o r d  Sibley of t h e  Ursiversity of I l l i n o i s  
for  h i s  study on coaaciuntious objectors  i n  pr ison,  cer r ied  on ander 
t h e  auspices of t he  National Socia l  Science Wesearcll Council and the  
Pac i f i s t  Research Bureau, My work did not pe r t a in  t o  t he  economic prob- 
lem of Hopis; but s ince  Hopi co?&scientious object ion is  based p a r t l y  on 
t h e i r  opposition t o  supporting a governmerst ~ ~ i i i c h  they  f e e l  has done 
l i t t l e  fo r  them, I soon became aware of a bad econcmic situatioia,  kmre 
than  anything e l s e ,  i n  my opinion, is  needed a thorough inves t iga t ion  
of many th ings  by a competent person who is not ,  l i k e  so maray v i s i t o r s ,  
guided around by gvverment people, but who, a f t e r  iradelpendeut l y  work- 
ing amo&g t h a  ~ p z d ; l ~ s ,  then completes h i s  work with a thorough ~ t u d y  of 
t h e  go.o&~3p~11$t,@$dq of the picture.  Imsmuch a s  l ack  of t i n e  a d  con- 
cegtrat  isla qd other dut ies  pxevea~ted my adec~ruately studying the  
ageaoy s i b  '~at.wy, what I say i s  not t h e  f u l l  t r u t h ,  I h o w r  
Yek, I &%a ie&%haB I have l@araed errnough t o  warramit s t a t i n g  t h a t  grave 

gcd cmmmting. I r e a l i z e  t h e  coruplexiky of 
&her with t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of t h e  task fac ing  

Seradent, I r e a l i z e  how bound up with a genuine Rav3ajo p 
@&ire  meeg. Yak,  it does seem t h a t  there  should b'e a f 
t h a a  is  being t r i e d ,  The problems involved a r e  the  followrimg: 

Zc The Hopi latad problem, which dates  back t o  1882, when was pro- 
claimed the  Exetcutive Order, with i t s  clause s t a t i ~ g  t h a t  t h e  me:?. was 
fo r  t h e  use of t h e  Hopis *amd such other  Indians* a s  t h e  Secretary of / 

j t h e  I ~ t t e r i o r  should s e t t l e  thereon, The IncZim Bureau apparently ia- 
t e r p r e t s  t h i s  'to aanotioo t h e  few Navajos residirmg on Hopi lands a t  
t h a t  t irne. Other s tudents ,  however, maintain t h a t  such was not the ix- 
t en t  of the  Order, inasmuch as a t  the  time of o r e a t l ~ g  t h e  %pi 
vation the  Navajo Reservation was considered adequate, t q p t h e r  
t h e  f ac t  t h a t  formally t he re  was aever ac t  ion t o  s & t l e  Xavajos ' t hm%a~~  
I n  f a c t ,  during those ea r ly  days the  U r  S, Army of fe red  t o  for4ct.e t h e  
Navajos back t o  t h e i r  o w 4 a n d s  where they  beloiuged, t h e  Indian Bureau 
decl ining t o  agree f o r  f e a r  of trouble.  

J i t h  both Hopis and Navajos increasing, with nore Navajos en ter iug  
the  region,grom t h e i r  ows.reservation, which completely surrounds Hoyi- 
1&ad, ans with t h e  Indian Bureau taking no pos i t ive  act  iom f o r  years,  
t rouble  came. Now, I guess t he re  i s  no doubt t h a t ,  i f  needs of  both 
t r i b e s  are t o  be met proportionately,  t he  Navajos should cont in~te  t o  use 
part of t he  a rea  of t he  1882 Hopi Resorvatiola. I n  t h e  o p i n i o ~  of Y r ,  





My personal  'r i e f  i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  charges l ey1  aga ins t  itugere 
Lowry and Superintendent Ladd a r e  u n j u s t i f i e d ,  it 1s only f a i r  t o  them 
t h a t  they  should have a c l i a n c ~  t o  p u b l i c a l l y  v i n d i c a t e  tholliselves, Simi- 
l a r l y ,  ia a country  worthy of c a l l i a g  i t s e l f  u democracy, it would seem 
t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  group of Eiopis, even tl?ou:l.i dubbad nu lcon ten t s  by t h e  
Superintendent and t h u s  t h e  Co~:mlissioner, should have t h e  ri@ t o  a hear- 
iw* 

Because of a p e r s o ~ a l  inciderrt ,  e x c e e d i n ~ l y  t r i v i a l  i l n l  i t s e l f ,  1 f i n d  
myself b e l i e r i a g  t h a t  t h e r e  lilajr be somethine i a  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  Hopis 
t h a t  Superixteadant Laddf s i n t e g r i t y  i s  not above reproach and t h a t ,  when 
e x p e d i e ~ t ,  he l i e s  t o  them, d'or c i rc tuls tances  l e a d  -,c t o  be l i eve  t lmt  t h e  
Super5 n t e a d m t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l i e d  t o  nle over * ~ ~ o t h i n g , ~  iiliat r?ight he not 
do when aa "importantn i s s u e  i s  a t  s t a k e ?  

Uly s tory ,  s o  t r i v i a l ,  concerns my conversaLioll~ wi th  Ladd r e  Hopi con- 
s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s ,  dur ing which he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  Hopi T r i b a l  Council 
was s o  ashamed of  haviag Eopi comscientious o b j e c t o r s  t h a t  it sen t  a l e t -  
t e r  so  s t w b i l ~ g  t o  t h e  Governor o f  Arizonaa, I n t e r e s t e d ,  I requested a copy 
@f t h e  le%t;ter, which h e  could not f i n d  at t h e  t h e ,  but which he promised 
t o  have f o r  me before I l e f t ,  Subsequent comtacts wththlrHogis made me won- 
ae r  about so  malay o f  t h e  t h i x g s  I had been t o l d  t h a t ,  not krmowing I was ad* 
dressing t h e  Georetary of t h e  Council, I asked an a l e r t  Hopi about t h i s  let-  
t e r ,  He s t a r e d  a t  me, Be s t a r e d  at h i s  flriesnd - whereupo~ he iiaforrned me 
t h a t  i f  such a l a t t e r  had been ~4@d&&iem he, th-ts Bcrrtary , would have rwrEb 
tea  1%- Fot oaly, he &o5@ed, had &@ aot wri-tt-a sucsb; bu-k he Was swe 
$he Council had wwsr eonternplated suck a t h i ~ g ,  The day I ls$tCt;i he saw m4;: 
axd asked me t o  send him a cogy of  arg%$$&&g Lsdd might produg.& p i w e  he 

'' 

w a s  s u r e  it was a f o rgmy - but he n s s u ~ e d h e  t h a t  It d never see> a copy 'o? 
a nonexis tant  l e t t e r ,  Wherr. I saw Ladd, he t o l d  file $kdt he'd spekt t h e  en- ' 
t i r e  rnorraiag v a i n l y  looking f o r  t h e  l e t t e r .  Inasi~iuch a s  C o l l i s r  had. as- 
r i v e d  a t  t h e  Reservat ion t h a t  morning, it d i d a l t  sound too  o 
Ladd would spend t h e  tinmlookinrg f o r  tsWbfh%hgrao Zai 
mised t o  m a i l  me a copy when he unearthed i t ;  but I hare ~ o t  s inbe  heard 
from him, A l i t t l e  t h i n g ,  o f  course ,  bul; c m  I h e l p  but wonder i f  the 
Hopis have ao  grouads f o r  ask ing  f o r  a hear ing  regard ing  t h e i r  Superinten- 
dent whom t hay dec!.nrs iwulsfit f o r  office? 

I might mexitior another mat te r  r egard ing  Ladd - w h ~ m  -X'm a o t  prepared 
t;io say is a scouladrel, but whom I t h i d i  t h e  Indians  have a r i g h t  b have 
Lamestigated a t  a hear ing  i~ l  which t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  A Cacasiaw. enqloye 
ah Third  Mesa whose i n t e g r i t y  I be l i eve  uchal le laged v e r i f i e d  e q h a t i c a l l y  
t h e  Hopi s t o r y  t h a t  ia order  t o  overcome oppos i t ion  t o  reduct  :on on Th i rd  
Mesa t h e  agerzcyjailed on trumped-up ev idmce  Gavarnon Quochytewa Zoag 
enough t o  b reak . the  morale on t h e  Mesa, Whe~ t h e y  had a h e a r i s g  t h e  case  -- 
was promptly dismissed because of complete l a c k  of evidence, I might add 
t h a t  I wrote, t h i s  t a l a  t o  t h e  Pres idea t  o f  t h e  New Mexico I a d i a x  Associa- 
t i o n ,  who from her  wide exper ience,  r e p l i e d :  "1 ara not s u r p r i s d l  t h a t  8 
Hopi G o v e r ~ o r  was j a i l e d  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  o r d e r s  o r  fox t h e  a h  
leged s t i r r i n g  up o f  t roub le ,  de could match army s t o r y  of high haaded pro- 
oradure atnome, t h e  Hopis wi th  s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  mong  t h e  Nav$jora, The mavajos 
now t a k e  p r i d e  iu being se$t t o  j a i l ,  aud they  a r e  l e a r ~ d n g  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  
cases  i n t o  t h e  Fadm91  Cour ts  at t h e i r  own expenese, There appears  t o  be 
l i t t l e  chaace f o r  j u s t i c e  ia t h e  Navajo T r i b a l  Court@ ( socca l l ed , )  The 
I a d i a x  judges a r e  aypoixted by t h e  Superixtbndent amd are respons ib le  only  
t o  him, There, is  no jwy,sxd o f t e n  t h e  defeudea~t is  deaied the  right of 
witnesses,- '  A case  is  being t r i e d  a t  t h i s  t ime i n  P r e s c o t t  , k i a o n a ,  invol-  ,," 
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viag  N&vajos who were defyiag t h e  s tock  reduc t ion  program. The zovernrrioat 
supoenaed t h e  l e a d n r s  of t h e  Navajo R i g h t s ,  Assocint ion i n  an e f r o r t ,  so it 
appears,  t o  break up t h a t  organizatiom of Navajos who dare  t o  demand f o r  
I rd inns  t h e  p ro tec t  Ion g u ~ s r ~ t e e d  by t h e  Federal  Comst i t u t i o n O n  

I an t o l d  t h a t  ia t h e  Hopi codatry  t h e  judge is  decidedly  n yes-man, 
being, o f  coqser , respons ib le  t o  Super int  endeut Ladd f o r  t h e  coat inuance 
o f  h i s  job, ths'remulaeratiort f o r  which would he p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n t i c i v g  dt 
$1 time wher t h e  major i ty  of t h e  IIopis a re  so feel in , ,  as one put i t ,  "c!cono- 

r m g u l a t  iorff , 
*st@ hsmploye a l s o  t o l d  US t h a t  a t  t h e  t irrle whea t h e  Superixtendent 
d $bat t h e  Kowe Subcomri~ittee was goiut; t o  a r r i v e  two weeks hence, 

, /  earkhea d m s  were s t a r t e d  and completed w i t h i n  t h e  two weeks, ~ o p i s  
,$3h~wed us t h e s e  dm&, with  always t h e  l m e ~ t ,  We could have t o l d  themN why 

I 7 c ?it would be betcter rnot t o  b u i l d  it i n  such and such a s p o t ;  o r ,  "Ile t r i e d  
t o  t e l l  t l m n  but t h e y  wouldn't l i s t e a , "  I n  view of  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s t a t i n g  

% ;$&tat I a d i a m  ~ g Z ~ u l d  have a voice  ia  dec id ing  such m a t t e r s ,  we wondered about 
j 

. I  @hr it was denied them, The New Mexico 11~dia.u Associatiora has  ab ly  expresp 
fld my o p i a i o r  when t h e y  s t a t e ,  regarding Indiaxfl: *, ,,We u~us t  cease t o  
+ t r e a t  them (evea bexegoleat lyp as sub jec t  people but t r e a t  thyplas the  c i t b  
z e m  as  t h e y  a re ,  It involves  al lowing them t o  make d e c i s i o n s  dor them. 
s e l v e s  even i f  i z a  our judpemt they  make misthkes. We a l l  learpl from our I 

I hope t h a t  some of what I have writtern w i l l  prove of va lue ,  I a&m 
urge you, however, t o  contact  Represeata t ive  hlurdoclc f o r  a f u l l e r  discus- 
s i o a  of t he  problemo We has been instrunlemtal i n  at tempt ilng t o  h w e  re-  
grassirpg by plaao - t h e  f i r s t  a t tempt ,  whatever, I understand,  i r a  abtempts 
at revegetatiola o f  denuded a r e a s  s i n c e  t h e  reduc t ion ,  in 1943,  He has a l s o  
helppd ia t h e  move t o  provide lands f o r  Xopis a t  t h e  Poston Relocat ion 
Ceater. Severa l  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  who had volurlteered t o  go backod out a t  
t h e  Last; a ~ d  I can ' t  he lp  but vioplder why a t t e r q t s  a r e  not pushed t o  re-  
l o c a t e  some of t h e  Navajos oa t h e  Hopi Heservation,  t h u s  turming back t o  
t h e  Hopis loads  which seem t o  be r i g h t f u l l y  t h e i r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  keep stre,s-  
s i x g  t h e  aeed of moving the sedentary  Hopis, so  more rooted t o t h e i r  own 
c l o s e l y - b i t  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n  t ban a r e  t h e  Navajo mornads. 

Cord ia l ly  yours,  

/s,/ Genevieve Walt her  


