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Tia Air Mail

Commissloner of Indian Affeirs
DPepartment of the Interior
Weshington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

| . Three or four Hopi Indiens ere solieciting contributions to finence a trip
| to Washington, These men ere from the Villages of New Oraibi and Upper
Moencopil, and I have heard that the people of these two villages are ebout
the only contributors,

The purported necessity for the trip seems to be for the purpose of visiting
the Indien Office and various Congressional Comuittees on the Hopi Lend
Claim, I have heard slso that Representative Murdock is to arrange the
Committee meetings snd that the two ladies, Drs. Cussler and De Give who
photographed the film, "Hopl Horizons", are to assist them in other weays.

&l11 of this informetion has come in & roundebout way, and none of the
- group heve discussed it with me,

I have held meetings with the people of &8ll the villages and have read
end interpreted Circuler No, 3643, Sumery of the Indian Cleims Cemmission
Act. I have reminded them that, as a result of this &ct, the matter of
their eclaims rests with the Hopis, that the next move would be up to them
and that they should determine how they would be represented.

If these men could represent end express the opinions of the Tribe, or
even & substantial pert of the people, I feel that even though they may
not accomplish a great deal, at least they would do no herm to the
Tribe., But they can only speek for themselves or for a very small group.

The reeson for qualifying the accomplishments is, as I have explained
to the Hopis, the lend cleim is now up to them and the job of obtalning
edequate representetion and bringing the meny villages into agreement
is 2 job for them here among themselves,
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At least same of the men who wish to meke.the trip are very likely to
present exeggerated testimony or statements whiech leck foundation.

This would be very easy to correct with facts if there is an opportunity,
but I wonder if the opportunity would be sllowed. I 2m not concerned
about any harm thet they could inflict upon myself, but I certainly do
not want them to bring harm to the Hopi people, many of whom depend

upon me, as a representative of the Goverament, to try to proteet them,

It is suggested that this matter be discussed with Representative
Murdock who, perhaps, would care to investigate further bhefore taking
pert in the affair, I have the highest respect for Representative
Nurdoek and have no doubt as to his sincere interest in helping the
Indiens, and I certainly would not like to see him placed in an em~
barrassing or disillusioning position. I would be heppy to submit any
additionel informetion.

Respectiully,
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