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Via A i r  Mail --- 
Coannissioner of Indian Affairs  
Deprhment of the I n t e r i o r  
Washington, D, C, 

Dear S i r :  

Three or  four  Hopi Indians are s o l i c i t i n g  contributions t o  finance a t r i p  
t o  Washington, These men a re  from the Villages of New Oraibi and Upper 
Moencopi, and I have heard tha t  the  people of these tm  v i l l ages  are  about 
the only contributors,  

The purported necessity f o r  the  t r i p  s e a s  t o  be f o r  the purpose of v i s i t i n g  
the Indian Office and various Congressional Cormittees on the Hopi Land 
Claim. I have heard a l s o  t h a t  Representative Murdock is t o  arrange the 
Committee meetings and t h a t  the two ladies ,  D r s .  Cussler and De Give who 
photographed the film, Tiopi Horizons", a r e  t o  a s s i s t  them in other ways. 

All of t h i s  infomation has came i n  a roundabout way, and none of the 
group have discussed it with me. 

I have held meetings with the people of a l l  the  v i l l ages  and have read 
I and interpreted Circular  No. 3643, Summary of the Indian Olaims Gomission 

Act. I have reminded them t h a t ,  as a r e a u l t  of th is  Act, the m t t e r  of 
t h e i r  claims r e s t s  with the Hopis, t ha t  the next move would be up t o  them 
and t h a t  they should determine how they would be represented. 

- 

If these men could represent and express the opinions o f  the  Tribe,  o r  
even a subs tant ia l  p a r t  of! the people, I feel t h a t  even though they may 
not accomplish a grea t  deal ,  a t  l e a s t  they would do no harm t o  the 
Tribe, But they can only speak fo r  themselves o r  f o r  a very small group . 
!Phe reason f o r  qualifying the accomplishments i s ,  a s  I have explained 
t o  t h e  Hopis, t h e  land claim is now up t o  them and the job of obtaining 
adequate r e p r e ~ e n t a t i o n  and bringing the  many v i l lages  in to  agreement 
i s  a job f o r  them here among themselves. 



A t  l e a s t  same of the  men who wish to make . the  t r i p  a r e  very l i k e l y  t o  
present exaggerated testimony o r  statement s which lack  foundation. 
This would be very easy t o  correct  with f a c t s  i f  there is  an opportunity, 
but I wonder i f  the opportunity would be allowed. I am not concerned 
about any ham t h a t  they could i n f l i c t  upon myself, but I ce r t a in ly  do 
not want them to bring harm t o  t he  Hopi people, many of whom depend 
upon me, a s  a representative of t h e  Government, t o  t r y  t o  protect  them. 

It is suggested tha t  t h i s  matter be discussed with Representative 
W d o &  who, perhaps, would care to inves t iga te  fu r the r  before taking 
part i n  the  affair. I have the highest respect f o r  Representative 
P-dock and have no doubt a s  t o  h i s  s incere in t e res t  i n  helping the 
Indians, and I oer ta in ly  would not l i k e  t o  see him placed in  an em- 
barrassing o r  d is i l lus ioning pos i t  ion. I would be happy t o  submit any 
addit ional  information. 

Superintendent 


