
UN ITER STATES 
'<#$ y 
DEPARTMENT OF T H E  INTERIOR 

Inspect ion INDIAN FIELD SERVICE 
Hop1 Indian Agency, 
Keams Canyon, hriaona, 

July 25, 1930. 

Comqlissioner of Indian Affairs, 
'flashington, D. C. 

I@ dear I&. Commissioner: 

In compliance with instructions contained in Office telegrsm 

dated Thy 12th, 1930, at the completion of work on the Mestern Xavajo 

assignment I proceeded to the Hopi Agency arriviw here on Nay 31st. 

Owing to the Caat that certain anrmal leave has been taken during this 

assignment and also by reason of destructive rains, making parts of 

the reservation wholly inaccessible, a longer time has been required 

than would otherwise have been the case. 

SEGREGAT ION. 

One cannot view the many problems nrisin;: from contentions 

between Hopis and flavajos, and consider the length of time that auch 

contentions have presented themselves, without being b p r p r d  with 

the fact that little has been accomplished in the past toward their 

future prevention. When we consider that the first official recorded 

orotest of the ilopis against the Navajos occurred in the year 1850, * 

when they sent a delegation to Santa Fe to present their believed - - 

gri~evances to Indian Agent, J. S. Calhoon, we cannot but be impressed 

with the fact that eighty years of ternporizilli* have merely held the 

issue in abeyance. 



public cr i t ic ism.  

It i@ appreciated t h a t  t he  problem g)r'ea 

diffiaulties of' solut ion,  but it is believed tha t  

are not insuperable, and t h a t  a board could be se l ec t e  

a basis of segregation, whose decis ions would be equi tab le  and 

t o  both t h e  No-ois and t h e  Navajos, while not being subject t o  just  1 i ,  

I n  the perusal  of pas t  r epo r t s ,  rendered by various individuals ,  

the thought i s  swgss t ed  by some t h a t  the Navajos were t h e  chief  aggressors, 

If t h i s  was the  f a c t  a t  the time o f  rendering these r epor t s  it i s  believed 

that the  s i t ua t ion  a t  the  present time i s  reversed, and t h a t ,  under 

ex i s t i ng  conditions, the  Bopis a r e  the aggresaora. '1 

This reservat ion has an area of 3,863 square mi les  and i s  occupied 

by 2,472 Hopis and 3,319 Navajos, acoording t o  the recent  census, These 

f igu res  ind ica te  an increase s ince t h e  aurvey made by General Nugh I,. Scott  

i n  October, 1921, of 236 Hapis and 619 Navajos, though these  Eigurea may 

not accurately r e f l e c t  t he  r e l a t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  the  reason t h a t  it is 

believed thot  the  f igurea  given by General Scot t  were presumably not 

obtained by means of an ac tua l  oensus, whereas the  f igu res  u ~ e d  i n  t h i e  

report  e r e  taken from the census just completed and are probably as 

accurate as it would be possible  t o  obtain. 

It is natural t h a t  the  Navajos should increase more rap id ly  than 

t q e  Eopis by retison of t h e i r  l a rge r  number and also, it i s  believed, by 
i* 

reason of t h e i r  more hygienic manner o f  Living, not baing aonfined i n  

m a l l  v i l l a g e s  and l i v i n g  under normal hea l th fu l  outside conditions whore 

t h e i r  nomadic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  speak f o r  hea l th ie r  oonditions than  can be 

obtainea i n  v i l l ages  where the necessi ty  Tor s an i t a t i on  i s  not thoroughly 

underotood and where unhygienic aonditiona are awnulative. 



The p r a c t i c a l  and praiseworthy e f f o r t  of the go 

induce the Hopis 

eyr ies ,  i s  r e su l t i ng  i n  some very gradual but increasing successr A s  

some of the younger and b e t t e r  educated Hopis a re  descending t o  the  

lower lands the  necessi ty  f o r  apreading out becomes apparent, and i s  

r e su l t i ng  i n  an increased e f f o r t  on t h e i r  p a r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a foothold 

and r igh ta  a t  various watering plaoes, t o  which the r i g h t s  of the  

Navajos have long been establ ished;  and a lso  t o  arable  lands which l i e  

without the general ly  accepted boundaries o f  Hopi t e r r i t o r y ,  A few 

instances w i l l  be su f f i c i en t  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  f ac t :  

F i r s t  - Comah Springs, with i t s  adjacent country, has long 

been recognized as belonging t o  t he  Navajos. A 

l e t t e r  dated May 30th, 1894, signed by Lieutenant 

E. 11. P l m e r ,  Acting Agent, Navajo Agency, Fort  

Def ianoe, s t a t ed  t h a t  a t  t h a t  time the Nave jo chief ,  

Comah, had been recognized a s  the individual  e n t i t l e d  

t o  i t ,  with i t s  ilnmediately adjnoent t e r r i t o r y .  In  

s p i t e  of such long establ ished r i g h t s  a Hopi Indian 

by the  name of Vinton Naha, without coming t o  the 

Eopi Agency t o  discuss  the matter and secure a permit, 

went t o  Comah Springs and negotiated with a Navajo 

Indian, having no pa r t i cu l a r  establ ished r i g h t s  t o  

t he  s i t e  i n  question, and aecured h i s  npermissionw t o  

bui ld  a house there. He constructed a very good stone 

house. When t h i s  was done he constructed a co r ra l  

and avowed h i s  i n t en t ion  of bringing h i s  sheep t o  water 

a t  t h a t  place. A t  t h i s  juncture another Ropi approached 



the Navajos s t a t i n g  thn t  he desired t o  bui ld  

a house across  a m a l l  wash from Vinton Haha's. 

By t h i s  time the  Navajos i n  t h a t  l o c a l i t y ,  

recognizing the  trend of a f f a i r s ,  becnme apprehensive 

of the  in ten t ions  of those Hopis and complained. 

When they to ld  Tinton Naha tha t  he should r e f e r  the  

matter t o  t h i s  agency, he i s  said t o  have r ep l i ed  

thn t  t h i s  agency had nothing t o  do with i t ,  and i f  

they attempted t o  df apute h i s  right. t h a t  he would 

take the matter  i n to  the  courts  a t  Rolbrook. Vinton 

Naha was requested t o  come t o  t h i s  agency on blonday 

June 16th, which he did, accompanied by a Hopi 

delegation. A proposal was lnede t o  him t o  r e l i nqu i sh  

the  house at Comah Springs, on a reasonable bas i s  of 

set t lement ,  by whioh the  Navajos were t o  give him 

sheep t o  the  approximate value of t he  mater ia l  and 

labor  expended by him i n  i t s  construction. He refused 

t o  conmiit himself a t  t h a t  time a s  t o  an acceptance of t h i s  

o f f e r ,  and the  matter ramains i n  s t a t u  quo. 

Second - A group of Navajos were establ ished a t  Shnnto Sprin&s, 

about 17  miles south of Oraibi. A nopi moved there.  Then 

o thers  followed, which resu l ted  i n  the  Hopis W i n g  

numerous , . representat ions against  t h e  Nava Joe. The Nave jos 

f ea r ing  some of these  ser ious charges, and not wishing 

t o  become involved, departed, so t h a t  the Hopis accomplished 

t h e i r  purpose without se r ious  hinderance. undoubtedly 

Vinton Naha and h i s  followera contemplated a s imi la r  

experience a t  Comah Spri%s, 
4 
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Third - A t  Roger's \Yell located about 7 mi les  northwest 

Shanto, and about 15 mi les  southwest of Oraibi,  a 

Navajo Indian named Vloody dug a well  which had an 

excellent flow of water. A Hopi named Rogers went 

t o  the loca t ion  of t h i s  well, and dug a well i n  close 

proximity t o  the Navajo's well, and i n  such a pos i t ion  

t h a t  i t  e n t i r e l y  drained the Navajo ts  water supply. 

This matter waa submitted t o  the stockman and the  Navajo, 

B i l l y  Pete,  f o r  adjustment. Pete decided t h a t  the  Hopi 

should keep h i s  well  but ahould allow the  Navajo t o  

water there.  Surely a magnanimous decision by the  Eavajo 

i n  favor of the Hopi. 

Fourth - A t  a point aome 10 miles  southeast from the  Pinon 

Trading Poet, a Navajo Indian dug a well and has maintained 

h i s  hogan and iarliily there ,  about one quarter  of a mile  

from the well ,  f o r  some time. A Hopi had planted a f i e l d  

about a mile and a half  southeast of t h i s  well. He then 

proceeded t o  a mesa c l i f f  i n  the immediate v i c i n i t y  of 

the  Navajo's well and began t o  quarry stone from the  c l i f f  

wall  with which t o  bui ld  himself a house within a few f e e t  

of t h i s  well, Had he been permitted t o  continue h i s  p lans  

uninterrupted, t h i s  would undoubtedly have l ed  t o  t he  

introduct ion of other  Hopi8 t o  t h i s  loca t ion  with the 

conf i s ca t ion  of the  Navajo 's well. 

F i f t h  - Stoclannn Bert N. Simpson i n  a repor t  dated June 7th, 1930, 

s t a t e s :  "Many Turquois reported t h a t  the Hopi Indians 

objeated t o  holding h i s  sheep near Wepo between dippings 

and t h a t  they shut the water from the  trough so he could 

5 
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not water h i s  sheep there.  Also note t h a t  some one 

took the pa ins  t o  drain the va t  so we had t o  re-charge 

i t ,  taking 4 gal lons of Nicotine Sulphate. Seems these  

F i r s t  Mesa Hopi Indians consider t h a t  they own the  Wepo 

The Hopis, by such t a c t i c s ,  have kept dr iving the  Navajos out 

of the Oraibi Wash country u n t i l  they have almost a l l  l e f t  and moat 

It I s  believed tha t  the f i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  just  c i t e d  a r e  su f f i c i en t  

t o  evidence the t rend of a f f a i r s  i n  t h i s  connection, and with the normal 

increase i n  the  number of Navajos whose r i g h t s  have long been establ ished 

to  c e r t s i n  sect ions of t h i s  reservat ion,  and the  increasing tendency of 

the  Hopis t o  expand from t h e i r  mesa v i l lages ,  it i s  apparent t h a t  t he  

poin ts  of controversy must be continuously multiplying r a t h e r  than tending 

toward any ul t imate o r  d e f i n i t e  coriclusion. 

Similar po in ts  of controversy have long presented themselves on the 

'Western Navajo jur i sd ic t ion  a s  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of the Hopis, occupying the 

t e r r i t o r y  adjacent t o  the hIoenoopi Vash, have conf l ic ted  with the  i n t e r e s t s  

t h a t  while the  Hopis claim a l l  of t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  a s  having been the  

habi ta t  of t h e i r  forebears ,  t ha t  it was only I n  the year 1882 t h a t  a Hopi 

family moved over t o  Moencopi t o  e s t ab l i sh  residence there.  Within two 

years a f t e r  t h i s  time between two and three hundred Hopis, who a r e  s a id  

t o  have been a t  ou ts  with the Fiopis l i v i n g  on the  Hopi reserva t ion ,  moved 

t o  Moencopi and took up t h e i r  residence there.  Over $50,000 has been 

spent on i r r i g a t i o n  i n  conneation with the  bloencopi settlement.  While it 

may be f a i r l y  s ta ted  t h a t  the Hopis occupying lloencopi had no l e g a l  r i g h t  

t o  adopt t h i s  loca t ion  outs ide of the  boundaries of the reserva t ion  s e t  
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vat  and a l l  the  surrounding countrytt. 

have gone over i n to  the Leupp country. 

of the Navajos, In  t h i s  connection it should be taken i n t o  consideration 



dispossessing them alter 4 8  years of occupancy undisputed by the 

government, In a consideration of the ndjustment of tho whole problem, 

however, this fact ahould not be lost'sight of, and a due evaluation of 

it should be made in a final adjustment, if such be made. 

and B. Exhibit A indicates in red ink an approximate territory to which 

it may be fairly asserted that the Hopis have established unquestioned 

rights, Exhibit B indicates a tentative suggestion of Supt. E. K. Miller 

i n  regard to possible boundaries of a territory to be segregated for the 

exclusive use of the Hopis. It will be noted that the area inclosed 

of the so called Hopi Indian Reservation. 

It has been previously stated that the recent census shows 3,319 

Navajos and 2,472 Hopis occupying this reservation which would indioate 

an approximate division of three-fifths of the rsservation for the Navajos 

and two-fifths for Hopis; but suoh a basis of computation would presuppose 

the total area of the reservation as being equally valuable and desirable 

for water, grazing, and arable conditions. This is far from the case. 

As a matter of Pact the largest water development has been aocompliehed within 

the territory adjacent to the nine Hopi mesa villages. In addition to 

the amount expended in the development of these wells there are very fine 

springs known as Burro, Coyote, Awatobi, Talla Hogan, Shanto and others 

which offer an ample supply of water for the Hopi flooks, and the range 

conditions within this area, at the tine of this inspeation, were fur 

loore favorable than any of the territory outside the boundaries indicated, 

The entire Ropi reservation was suffering from prolonged drought, but in 
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i spite of this fact there was an easily discernib 

conditions between the range used by Eopis and 

in favor of the Ilopis. It is estimated that about 20% of the Hopi 

reservation is either non-productive or inaccessible. This would leave 

four-fifths of the reservation to be divided as between IIopis and 

Navajos. We may, therefore, regard the approximate one-fifth of the 

entire reservation, contained within the red lines shown on the map A, 

as representing approximately one-fourth of the divisible agricultural 

and grazing territory. It is believed that by virtue of the superiority 

of the land conditions and the water development within the terrltory 

divisible territory of the reservation for the Ibpis and their ratio of 

two-fifths of the total. population, 

T f  4 o m e +  ha14 nvarl n-nan+i nnhl P 4 9 smernr;.atl nn I n nocnmnl i nhnd. I 
I to follow the lines indicated on Exhibit B for the reason that there is a I 

- 

.dicclted on this nap, that these advantages more thsn offset the slight 

fference as between the relative proportion of one quarter of the 

r u  .,Y LAW u V U r r u r v U  y*uy u * u u w - v ,  * C  r-uQ..u~..."-.-Y -- -.r'r.-~--".u'-, 

rip of territory extending northeasterly and southwesterly, approximately 

- 

in& to the south and west o r  the reservation and would necessitate a 

15 miles in width, bounded on the eaat by the Dinnebito Wash, which has long 

been occupied by Navajos and to tvhioh their rights are unquestionably 

established. To remove them would work a serious injury. In addition to 

the rights established by the Navujos to this strip lying between the 

Dinnebito Wash and the Moenoopi country, it is important that it be kept 

open as R means of egress and ingress for the Navajo Indians occupying the 

Black Blesa country to the north. To exclude these Navajos from this strip 

would cut off their most practicable exit to the railroad and the country 

long, and at times impassable, route by way of Kerns Canyon. 

It is not the purpose to attempt to indicate the lines to be 

enployed in a segregation of the gopis occupying the itoencopi oountry, but 





appear t o  be well  rounded i n  that the  Exeoutive Order d e f i n i t e l y  s t a t e s  

t ha t  i t  i s  "set apar t  f o r  t he  use and occupancy of the Moqui and such other  

In6 icns as the  Secretary of the In t e r io r  may see f i t  t o  s e t t l e  thereonw. 

T h i s  wording would seen t o  dispose of t h e  pos i t ion  tc~kon by Wnerril Scot t  

and would negate the  clause i n  the above quotation from Supt. Daniel's 

l e t t e r  whioh rends  wand o ther  Indians res id ing  on Moqui a t  t h a t  timetf. 

Thore is  nothin& i n  the wording of t he  Executive Order t o  ind ica te  t h a t  time 

of residence had anything t o  do with the  quostion; but t h a t  the  Secrotcry 

of t he  In te r ior  might introauce such Indians,  of t r i b e s  o ther  than the  Eopis, 

as he night  see f i t  t o  do from timo t o  timo, Second, the namo of the  

rooervot ion i s  undoubtedly a s t rongly contr ibut ing f a c t o r  i n  t he  

aggressive contentions of the Hopis, Ei ther  without knowledge of ,  o r  

itznoring, the  exuct verbiage of tho Executive Order, they claim t h a t  the 

name of the reamvat ion  proves tha t  i t  belongs t o  them and t h a t  the Navojoe 

are in te r lopers .  :'batever may be done toward an adjustment of these i s sues  

i t  i s  recon~oended t h a t  tho name of thf  s reaervnt ion be changed so t h a t  it 

w i l l  imply ne i ther  the exclusive possession of the Hopi o r  the  Navajcr, and 

t h a t ,  i n  the se lec t ion  of a new nsm,  t h a t  care be exercised not t o  s e l ec t  

a nama which is equilvalent i n  i t s  significance t o  the  present designat ion 

of "H~pi",  

With the  increasing points  of contentions between these two t r i b e s  

it could hardly be an t ic ipa ted  tha t  conditions w i l l  Improve but on the  

contrary it may be reasanably assumed t h a t  they w i l l  lnultiply and become 

more and more ser ious ly  complicated and involved; so t h a t  t h e i r  so lu t ion  

w i l l  be increasingly d i f f i c u l t  i f ,  indeed, poa,uible. It i s  recognized t h a t  

segregation i n  the face of the apparent adv i sab i l i t y  of assirnilution may 

suggest a s tep backward; but it must be borne i n  mind t h a t  t h i s  i a  t h e  



o:lly Indian reserva t ion  on which such a condition e 

m e b e e n  f a r  more des i rab le  had it never exis ted;  and t h a t  t o  e s t a  

a de f in i t e  segregation a t  tliic time may be conteniplated n s  no more than an 

orderly divls ion of property not d i ss imi la r  t o  the establishment of property 

r i e h t  s elsewhere, 

It i s  believed t h a t  the l i n e s  o f  the  suggested segregation w i l l  

deprive the  l e s s t  number of Hopis and lhvajos of lands now occupied by them. 

By reference t o  Exhibit A it  w i l l  be noted t h a t  there a re  three  Eopi 

famil ies  l i v i n g  just north of the suggested northerly boundary within the 

t e r r i t o r y  bounded by the  Oraibi lVash and t h e  ;Tepo iVash. There are a l s o  two 

Nnvalo fami l ies  livina: near Ta l la  lfognn who would have t o  be dispossessed. I 
and a l so  the  r i g h t s  of a few other  Navajos, who have an i n t e r e s t  i n  the 

orchard a t  Ta l la  Eogun, would have t o  be adjusted. In addi t ion  t o  these,  

there  a r e  three  ITavajo fami l ies  now l i v i n g  approximately three miles 

southwesterly from Burro Springs. - These&?d"drbe very close t o  the l i n e s  - 

of segregation and spec ia l  adjustment of t h e i r  r i g h t s  might be accomplished 

by a s l i gh t  deviation of the boundary l i n e s  t o  exclude t h e i r  present  

holdings from tho Hopi reservation. A l l  of t h i s ,  of course, is  offered 

rilerely i n  the  1ig;ht of t en t a t ive  suggestions tovrord an  ul t imate solution. 

Further reference t o  Exhibit A w i l l  i nd ica te  t h a t  the aGency and 

school a t  :&ma Canyon are  excluded from the  suggested Hopi jur isdict ion.  

The reasons f o r  t h i s  a re  several ,  I n  the first. place the Kerns Canyon 

I school is primari ly  a Navejo school s i t ua t ed  on the edge of d i s t i n c t l y  

Navajo t e r r i t o r y ,  Last yenfiB8enrollment of 172  pupi l s  comprised 168 

Navajos and 4, Ilopis, The Navajos look upon t h i s  school and agency a s  

t h e i r  own and ce r t a in ly  would not y i e ld  it without ser ious contention 

i n  which i t  would seem t h a t  t h e i r  claims would be well  taken. The Eiopi 

day schools a re  adequate t o  take care of the  I-Iopi ch i ldren  through the  

11 



non-reservat i o n  boarding schools.  If u s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e s  ,;{here the  

present  day schools a t  t h e  t h r e e  mesas a r e  i l l s u f f i c i e n t  t o  provide f o r  

a l l  t h e  IIopi c h i l d r e n  s l i g h t  a d d i t i o n s  from time t o  t i ~ n e  ccn be made. 

It i s  bel ieved t h a t  a b e t t e r  l o c c t l o n  f o r  a Hopi agency would be a t  

Polucca, i f  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  do not continue t o  be administered a t  t h e  

present  agency. 

That more s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e s  have not a r i s e n  between t h e  Ilopis and 

IJavnjos may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Supt. h l i l l e r ' s  a b i l i t y  i n  d e a l i n g  with 

these  t r i b e s  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he has  been a b l e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  f r i endohip  

and confidence of both  t r i b e s  t o  a marked degree. Eowever, t h i s  i s  

depending upon a personal  equat ion which may e i t h e r  a l t e r  i t s e l f  o r  be 

cliangod by a successor ,  and each succeeding change o f  p o l i c y  on t h e  p a r t  

of' any e iven  super intendent ,  who may happen t o  be iinpressed wi th  some 

d i f f e r e n t  viewpoint,  w i l l  t end t o  complioate and m u l t i p l y  t h e  many p o i n t s  

of controversy which may be a n t i c i p a t e d  as t ime goes on. 

The Hopis by reason  of l i v i n g  w i t h i n  one of t h e  most spea tacu la r  

p a r t s  of t h e  country, which is i n  t h e  d i r e c t  p a t h  of t h e  t o u r i s t ,  and by 

reason of r e t a i n i n g  s u f f i o i e n t  of h i s  anc ien t  customs t o  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e  

a bygoue age; and by reason  of h i s  p ic turesque community l i f e ,  has  a 

tremendous appeal t o  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  public.  He is approachable,  and recognizes  

t h e  poss ib le  advantages t o  r e s u l t  from e n l i s t i n g  t h e  sympathetic i n t e r v e n t i o n  

of ou t s ide  Influences.  The t r a v e l e r  l i s t e n s ,  i s  duly inipressed, and accep t s  

as conclus ive  t h e  s ta tements  t h u s  prepared f o r  h i s  consumption. He has  

n e i t h e r  time nor i n t e r e s t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  them, but a c t i n g  upon his 

unchallenged informat ion he e n l i s t s  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  beha l f ,  The 

Navajo does n o t  have t h e s e  IIopi c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  He i s  somewhat nomadic, 

s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  n e i t h e r  seeking nor d e s i r i n g  sympathy, He i s  somewhat 
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inapproachable and q u i t e  unresponsive t o  t h e  advances o f  t h e  cur ious ,  I 

Rence, he i s  branded by t h e  Hopi as an  aggressor ,  s e i z i n g  h i s  every 

oppor tuni ty  t o  encroach upon t h e  Hopi, and t r u e  t o  h i s  Navajo c h a r a o t e r i s t i c s  

he makes no e f f o r t  t o  deny o r  t o  counterbalance t h e  o u t s i d e  ba thos  whioh 

i s  being c l e v e r l y  c a p i t a l i z e d  by t h e  Hopi. The foregoing i s  o f f e r e d  

not  a s  an i n v e c t i v e  a ~ a i n s t  t h e  IIopis but merely a s  a r e c o g n i t i o n  of 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  two t r i b e s  i n  ques t ion  whose a f f a i r s  

have so long been an ob jec t  of controversy and which a r e  a t i l l  be fore  t h e  

government f o r  cons idera t ion  and d i spos i t ion .  

4 

1 The most v i t a l  need of this roaerva t ion  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime appears 

t o  be the  development of numerous sp r ings  i n  t h e  Navajo sec t ions .  It is 

iinpressive t o  contemplate t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  water development i n  t h i a  

t e r r i t o r y  without any l a r g e  expenditure of money. Saepagea of good water 

a r e  p l e n t i f u l  and t h e  Itavajos a r e  eager t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  time and l abor  

t o  t h e i r  development, only needing d i r e c t i o n  and aome implements wi th  

which t o  work. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  development of these  s p r i n g s  t h e r e  a r e  

u number of n a t u r a l  formations which lend thornselves t o  t h e  development of 

tanks. A rermrkable l a k e  has  been developed about 12 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of 

t h e  I-Iopi Agency which is 20 t o  30 f e e t  deep I n  p l a c e s  and vihich impounds 

enough water t o  l a s t  f o r  approximately two years ,  without a d d i t i o n a l  r a i n s ,  

a f t e r  it i s  f u l l ;  and t h i s  a t  a  c o s t  o f  only  about $500.00, Two t h i n g s  

: p a r t i c u l a r l y  impress tllernselvos i n  s tudying t h e  needs of t h i s  country.  They 

a r e  a s  s t a t e d  first, t h e  devolopinent of s p r i n g s  and tanks ,  Such development 

spreads out t h e  grazing over  a much wider t e r r i t o r y  than  where it i s  

l o c a l i z e d  by t h e  development of wel ls .  This c o n s t i t u t e s  a  v i t a l  f a c t o r  i n  



range conservatlon, qu f t s  apart  from the la rge  aaving ef fec ted  i n  the 

negl igible  cost  of  spr ing davelopment by oanpariaon with the  dovelopnzent 

of wells. Second, the  conservation of water at wells  and springa where 

i t  i s  now being permitted t o  go t o  waste, a t  least, i n  p a r t ,  There are 

wells where there  is only one cement trough which would much b e t t e r  have 

tmo o r  three trou$hs, and i n  addi t ion  t o  these a a t o r a ~ e  reservoi r  t o  

c.ntch overflow water from the troughs, A t  Taylor 's  Spring about 12  ~ n i l e a  

northwazt of ILea11.s Canyon there  i s  ii flow o r  artesian water which i s  

p r z c t i c a l l y  inexhaustible,  A t  the time of t h i s  inspect ion the troughs 

nere n~os t ly  filled Yith sand and an underground leak mas permitting tho 

water t o  flow out t o  waste. In n country where water niay be s a id  t o  be 

the very  first consideration it seems unfortunate,  t o  say the least, t o  

permit such oonditions t o  ex is t .  Trou~l l s  should be kept continuously i n  

r epa i r  and should be ixlequato f o r  t h e  number of stock, 1~1iich is  required t o  

use them, t o  water with ease; and above a l l ,  s torage f a c i l i t i a s  should be 

i n s t a l l e d  a t  such poin ts  t o  conserve water which otherwise goes t o  waste, 

A t  o place known as TYilly and H81etsn 1 G  miles northwest of' Uams 

Canyon there i s  an excel lent  flow of" a r t e s i a n  water. -4% t h i s  point  there  

i s  a single ce~:ent trough, incdequate f o r  the  stock watering there,  and a 

J 
moll three compartrmnt wooden trough together  with an earth tank, An 

adr l i t ional  ce~lent  trough should bo subs t i tu ted  f o r  t h e  wood trough. 

At; u point 21-h- rnileo nortl-rvrest of LZsms Canyon there i s  vlhat is 

1;nonn us Upper Artesian Vlell, This has riot as l a rge  a flow of water as 

the f i r s t  two just  montioned, It has only one cement trough. A t  the 

t ine  of this inspect ion 6 bands of sheep vmre .waterine: a t  t h i s  apring and 

were keeping the water drunk. down so that the trough was dry, This could 

1 be avoided by the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  troughs and storage tanks. Two more troughs 

1 8333 needed a t  this point. 
14 



A t  t h i s  t h e  EIopi c a t t l e  were remaining l a rge ly  within recognized Eopi 

t e r r i t o r y ,  but it  i s  s t a t ed  t h a t  a f t e r  the r a i n s  come and the general 

rnnge conditions a r e  good t h a t  the  IIopi c a t t l e  a r e  permitted t o  graze 

in to  Xavu jo t e r r i t o r y ,  The foregoing references t o  the  condit ions 

ex is t ing  a t  these three watering places w i l l  s u f f i ce  a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  

of what i s  needed a t  many poin ts ,  and too much emphaais cannot be l a i d  

upon the  importance of prompt development of a l l  sources of water supply 

and conservation of same, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  Navnjo country whioh appears 

t o  have received the l e a s t  consideration i n  t h i s  respect up t o  the present 

tirne. Large sums of money have been expended on well development with 

windmill equipment i n  the Hopi country and a l so  some within the  Navajo 

J 
t e r r i t o ry .  The operation of these wells with winchi l ls ,  and without the  

supervision oT a mechanic a t  a11 times i s  extrernely unsat isfactory.  Viater 

i s  only obtained when the  wind blows, and when the  pumping equipment is i n  

working order. Lack of wind o r  in te r rupt ion  t o  rflechanicnl perfomanae not 

infrequently r e s u l t s  i n  ser ious  l o s s  of stock. 

Shortly before the  recent drought was broken by heavy r a i n s  it was 

necsssmy t o  keep two gnsoline engines running night and d ~ y  a t  two wells  

i n  the  Pinon country; and Supt. ILiller f e l t  it necessary t o  wire f o r  a 

nen engine t o  place a t  Hock Crossing. ? o r t u u a t d y  the r a i n s  came before 

the use of t h i s  engine was ac tua l ly  necesmry. But f o r  the use of t h e  two 

engines which were kept going f o r  twenty-four hour per iods i n  the Pinon 

country there would have been a heavy l o s s  of stock, 

While the  development of wel ls  i s  undoubtedly des i rab le  i n  c e r t a i n  

locat ions where water could not be otherwise obtained, s u f f i c i e n t  mechanical 

supervision should be establ ished t o  insure t h a t  such pumping p l an t s  a r e  

kept  continuously i n  operation, and gasoline engines ~ h o u l d  be i n s t a l l e d  

a t  a l l  wells which are now dependent so le ly  upon windmills. But the 
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aevelopment of water by such w o l l . ~ ,  with i t s  cont ingent  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

of f a i l u r e  of supply when most needed, i s  no t  comparable t o  t h e  a d v a n t a ~ e a  

of t h e  many u n f a i l i n ~  spr ings  mhich evidence themselves through aeepages 

i n  tho  Navajo country. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  t h e  c o s t  of developing and 

opera t ing  wel l s  i s  out of a l l  p ropor t ion  t o  t h e  coot of developing t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  condi t ion r e s t s  upon t h e  I r r i g a t i o n  Div i s ion  - not  

upon t h i s  agency. It i s  understood t h a t  t h e  I r r i g a t i o n  Div i s ion  p r o t e s t s  

CARE OF SrEEP. 
7-- 

f r e e  o r  scab. It i s  be l i eved  t h n t  a smal l  amount of i n f e c t i o n  may be 

i s  b e i r q  made t o  hold t h i s  t o  a minimum. 

The accompanying map, marked Xxhibit  C, i n d i c a t e s  i n  blue t h e  s i t e s  - 
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springo, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  Navajo i s  evidencing h i s  eager  d e s i r e  t o  

con t r ibu te  h i s  serviceo in such development. It should be  noted t h a t  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  do a l l  t h i s  work. It should c e r t a i n l y  be developed, 

however, with proper superv i s idn  and s u f f i c i e n t  funds, 

Recently c e r t n i n  Indians ,  Finding tha t  t h e  w e l l s  mhich t h e y  had been 

using more undependable, have equipped awe with engines a t  t h e i r  own 

expense. Ea lka i  Ssgan, a Ncvajo, mas t h e  f irst  t o  do t h i s  - since se t t ing  

t1le exol~iple - George Lomieatewa, a Hopi, and o t h e r s  have followed s u i t .  

k most e f f e c t i v e  campaign f o r  stamping out d i sease  among t h e  

sheep upon t h i s  r e s e r v a t i o n  has  beon conducted by D r .  P. C. Covington wi th  

t h e  full .  co-operation and i n s p i r a t i o n  of Supt, M i l l e r  and t h e  Navajo Indiana,  
I I 

This  work has  been so s u c c e s a f u l l u  done tha t  the r e s e r v a t i o n  is ~ r a c t i c a l l v  ! 

introduced from time t o  t ime from neighboring r e s o r v a t i o n s  but  every e f f o r t  1 

of v a t s  now i n  use. The r e d  i n d i c a t e s  the  s i t e s  o f  proposed vats. It is  - 
bel ieved t h a t  the  four  new v a t s ,  as ind ica ted ,  a r e  a f  great importance i n  

I 

maintaining t h e  c lean  and h e a l t h y  cond i t ion  of  t h e  sheep on t h i s  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  

as it i s  on ly  by t h e  cornplete co-operation of the Indians  t h a t  t h e  dippin& 
1 



can be success fu l ly  c a r r i e d  on. If t h e  d i s tance  from a Navajo canzp t o  

e d i p  i s  too great  it may r e s u l t  i n  the  Ind ian  holding-out h i s  sheep, o r  

st 1e:lst n p e r t  of iheni, which means th\,t it w i l l  be i r q o s s i b l e  t o  keep 

a l l  hands f r e o  fyorn disease .  If a n  Indiun does not hold ou t  h i s  sheep, 

it makes a very long d r i v e ,  and i n  h i s  eagerness t o  cover the  d i s t a n c e  

2nd r e tu rn  t o  h i s  camp, he i s  more t h a n  l i k e l y  t o  d r i v e  t h e  sheep so  

f c s t  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  of them d i e  a s  n r e s u l t .  Tl.~erofore, t h e  irnportunce 

of vats  a t  p o i n t s  from 20 t o  30 m i l e s  a p a r t  w i l l  be obvious. It w i l l  

r e q u i r e  .j10,000 f o r  t h e  four v a t s  i n d i c a t e d  and t h e r e  should be a cab in  

a t  each which w i l l  c o s t  fronl $150 t o  $200. I n  a r e c o t p i t i o n  of t h e  
"4 

accoxplishuient of t h i s  work, due c r e d i t  should be allowed f o r  t h e  

2 
( t  muinterlance o f  t h a t  f r i e n d l y  and co-operative s p i r i t  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  

Indianci which, i n s p i r e d  by t h e i r  d e a l i n ~ s  wi th  t h e  government o f f i c i a l 8  

he re ,  has m d e  the out s tanding r e s u l t s  poss ib le ,  

During t h e  l a s t  two weeks ve ry  heavy r a i n s  have f a l l e n ,  promising 

l e t t e r  I range 

c lean  condi t ion of t h e  sheep, and t h e  in t roduc t ion  of 200 head of new bucks, 

should insure  a f i n e  and improved crop of lambs and wool f o r  t h e  coming year.  

CATTLE. 

The c a t t l e  belonging t o  both  Hopis and lv'avajos appear t o  be i n  good 

condi t ion and ure mostly a very good grade of Herefords,  but  t h e  tendency 

i s  t o  cut  down on t h e  rlumber of c a t t l e ,  while improving t h e i r  q u a l i t y ,  and 

t o  s u b s t i t u t e  sheep which a r e  more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  Indians ,  more e a s i l y  

s a l a b l e ,  and which o f f e r  two r e t u r n s  p e r  year  i n  t h e  form of wool and 

lambs. Most of t h e  complaints o f  dmage t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  a r e  caused 

by c a t t l e  breaking through fences  and tramping down t h a  p lan ted  areas. 

For these  s e v e r a l  reasons  t h e  p resen t  p o l i c y  i s  t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  c a t t l e ,  
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t o  encroach upon t h e  province of t h e  rnedical d i v i s i o n  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  i t  

i s  never the less  deemed n i t h i n  t h e  scope of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of F i e l d  

Representa t ives  t o  reconmend t h e  es tabl ishment  of h e a l t h  c e n t e r s  a t  

v a r i o u s  po in t s .  'Sith t h i s  i n  mind i t  i s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  recommended t h a t  

f o u r  f i e l d  nurse p o s i t i o n s  be author ized with d i s p e n s a r i e s  and emergency 

ecpiprxent a t  Pinon, Sand Springs,  C e d a r  Cprings and Chet Chizzi .  The 

theory  t h a t  t h e  Nsvejos are  noinudic, muking i t  i r rpract icable  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

f i e l d  dispens:lr ies,  1s no t  borne out  by t h e  f a c t s .  O f  course t h e  Navajos 

of a given d i s t r i c t  do t r a v e l  about i n  the handling of t h e i r  sheep, but 

they renuin  wi th in  ronsonably def ined a r e a s ,  and t h e r e  would be no aeaeon 

of the  year  d u r i w  which diepensarl .es a t  t h e  foregoing l o c a t i o n s  would 

not r ece ive  patronage which would inore than  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  es tabl ishment ,  

I n  t h i s  corinoction i t  i s  u rgen t ly  important t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 

The Hopis express  a d e s i r e  f o r  more money f o r  water developnmnt, 

J 
t h i s  would undoubtedly be des l r i tb le ,  but i t  i s  recommended t h a t  water 

development wi th in  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  occupied by Navu jos be given t h e  preference 

a t  t h i s  t h e  i f  funds cannot be made a v a i l a b l e  for  both. The reason  f o r  

tllis recommendation i s  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  n l l  water development mode t h u s  far 

h - s  been made wi th in  Iiopi t e r r i t o r y  so t lmt  i t  would appear u n f a i r  t o  

rualte f u r t h e r  x t e r  developnlent the re  u n t i l  a n  equal  anount h8s been dons f o r  

tho  Navajos. 

A s  long as Iiopis remain i n  the  v i l l a g e s  on top  o f  t h e  mesas i t  would 

be highly  d e s i r a b l e ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r a i s e  water t o  t h e  t a p s  of t h e  mesas. 

It i s  not c e r t n i n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p rucf icab le ,  bu t  i t  i s  reconmiended t h a t  it be 

considered and passed-upon by t h e  I r r i g c t i o n  Division.  It i s  be l i eved  

t h z t  t h e  g r e u t e s t  incen t ive  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  Indiana of F i r s t  Mesa t o  move 
1 a 



from t h e i r  p resen t  v i l l a g e s  t o  the lower country  would be t h e  

developient of aLdlple water a t  Polacca,  and t h e  p l a n t i n g  of f r u i t  t r e e s  

<m? shade t r e e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  If tllsae Irldisns a r e  t o  develop t o  t h e  

b e s t  sdv:mtf~ga p h y s i c a l l y ,  mental ly  a t 1  I n d u s t r i a l l y  they wikl  have t o  

clishontinue t h e i r  pr j rni t ive ,  unsanl tqry  manner of l i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  mesa 

v i l l a g e s .  This  mill be very  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  no t  impossible. The o l d e r  
t 

Indians  3111 never be  induced t o  dese r t  t ? l e i r  anc ien t  homes and t r a d i t i o n s .  

Tile custom of annual ly  i n i t i a t i n g  youths i n t o  t h e  r i t e s  and ceremonies 

of t h e i r  numerous dances, tonds t o  l i n k  the  oncoming genera t ion  wi th  the 

p a s t ,  and w i l l  muke t h e  ul t i raa te  d e s e r t i o n  of these  o l d  v i l l a g e s  a very 

rerooto outcolne. PJevertheless t h e  inc reas ing  number of those  who a r e  

es t t ib l ishing ho~iles o f f  t h e  rnesus sllowa t h a t  t h e  t i d e  has begun t o  t u r n  and 

~ r a d u a l l y  with increased oontucf, with t h e  o u t e r  world, and t h e  n a t u r a l  

d e s i r e  f o r  ease  and comfort of l i v i n g ,  t h i s  t i d e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  u n t i l  t h e  

l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  on tlle mesa tops  u l t i m a t e l y  become n s t i o n a l  monuments as 

memorials t o  p a s t  ages  and f o r  t h e  education and i n t e r o s t  of' t h e  c u r i o s i t y  

soekera. - -  . 

SCHOOLS. 

The Iiopi dr~y school p lanes  are undoubtedly t h e  b e s t ,  from a 

physical  s tondpoint ,  t h a t  h a w  tlius f a r  been observed by t h e  F i e l d  

Representative.  Unfor tunate ly  they have been c losed f o r  tho surmer 

during tho  per iod of t h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  so t h a t  i t  has been impossible t o  

see them i n  operat ion.  'i711a o rder ly ,  neat and business- l ike  appearance 

of these  p l a n t a  irnpressus one a s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  a p r e v n i l i n c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of t h e  superintendent whose agency i s  one of t h e  most o r d e r l y  and 

a t t r a c t i v e  thus  far seen, and whose e n t i r e  p l a n t  a t  Kerns Canyon evidences 

systematic regard  Tor c l e a n l i n e s s  and o r d e r l i n e s s  as wel l  a s  e f f i c i e n t  

operat  ion ,  


