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Hone E. B. Merritt 
Assistant Commissioners of Indian &fairs 
Washinpton, I). C. 

Dear ivir. Merritt: ' .  . f 

Last June I made a short visit' to two of the western 
agencies, where I spent a number of yeass in the service. 
The visit to Polacca and O m h i  was particularly interesting as 
we had apent about three yeass at eaeh of these places. The 
store of Tom Pavatea at Palama is an interesting tribute to 
what the Hopi Indians are doing (posrsibly there should be an 
apology to the Tewa tribe in this statement as Tommy is one of 
their number). His store was the best by far I have ever seen 
an an Indian reservation and would be a credit to any white 
community. &. Pavatea has not only developed his business but 
in the midst of desert surraundings has built a hame with 
modern conveniences. Twenty-two years ago, when I first went 
to Pblacca, he only had a very small store in a very small 
dark building. Xis wonderful sucaess shows what an Indian may 
do among his o m  people. Nre Pavatea has a~camplished this 
though handicapped by a lack of educational opportunity. The 
day school at Polacca shows splendid progress as does also 
the school at Oraibi. k. Myers has shown wonderful leadership 
and I believe has the conftidence of the people. The fine 
thing in the work of bix. Eyers and Xr. &bank is the develop- 
ment of native Indian ideas and culture into harmony with mod- 
ern life. Twenty years of service with various tribe& convinced 
me that the biggest element in our failure properly to fit the 
Indian to cope with civilized conditions has been due ta the 
attempt to turn him into a copper-aolored white man. I consider 
the service is exceptionally fortunate in having such men as 
Lk. I~iyers and U r .  hbank in its ernploy. One unyortunate feature 
of the Hopi situation is the continued encroachmen% of the 
more aggressive Navajos and the apparent yielding of the govern- 
ment to the continued pressure of this more aggressive tribe. 
At Zurro Springs, south of Orsibi, I found the Dava jos had been 
at their customary tactics of forcing the Bopis from out-lying - 
points. It seems 
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