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J6E0 AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
'BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS

WASHINGTON
‘GEORGE VAUX, JR., PHILADELPHIA, PA. MALCOLM MCDOWELL, WASHINGTON, D. C.
WARREN K. MOOREHEAD, ANDOVER, MASS. GEORGE VAUX, JR., CHAIRMAN HUGH L. SCOTT, PRINCETON, N. J.
SAMUEL A.ELIOY,BOSTON, MASS. MALCOLM MCDOWELL, SECRETARY CLEMENT S, UCKER, SAVANNAH, GA.

FRANK KNOX, MANCHESTER, N. H.
DANIEL SMILEY, MOHONK LAKE,N. Y,

Chicago, Illinois, .
June 25, 1924,

Sir:
At Keams Canyon, Arizona, is located the agency
for what was formerly called the loqui and is now known
as the Hopi Indian Reservation. This latter term,is also
a mignomer, for the five thousand Indiasns under this
jurisdicﬁion are about equally'divided among the Hopi

and the Havajo. This fact makes the situation an unusual

one, for the two tribes are very different and either one

alone presents abundant material for concern. In this re-

port the Hopi and their relations with the Navaje will be

discussed, leaving the purely Navaje problems for separate

consideration.

The Hopi live in a series of villages from
thirteen to forty miles away from.fhe agency at Keams
Canyon. These little villages of stone houseas packed

closely together are located on‘the'topmost points of

“¢liffs reached only by difficult climbing. Theyiwere SO

located hundreds of years ago for protection against the

marauding tribes, Navaja, Apache, Comanche, Ute and the

like; and although the necessity faor such protection has
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the mesa villages, when any foed covering is worm, it is

the moceasin, which is best adapted for climbing the steep
rocky trails. The Hopi women thus afford an interesting
contrast to the women of the Zuni villages: The lattew
still cling to their native dress, which iz largely of

Hopi meanufatture; but *f.hey have almost entirely discalrded
the meecasin in faver of machine made shoes, which a.re&sui@eﬁ
for their more accesgible streets. The Hopi methaed ef burd;m
carrying shows the effect of their locatien, toes Jars of
water are carried m hlankets o the back, suspended by
tying the ends of the container arcund the foreheads @wemap-
tions erf carrying heavy loads ug thesse difficult axsccexms '
careful tread like

have given the Hopi woman a minei 1g
that of th&‘ mowntain burraes _
Nor is her life otherwise unlike that of hex four-
footed assigtamt. It iz filled with a round of tedious
activities which she performs patiently and happilys The
grinding stones where she makes the corn inte meak, the

- weaving of yucca reeds, the smallk g_ard;éms hiddem in the
. crevices and crammies of the rocky hillsides; to which

- weter must be carried from the infrequent springs, all

mean hours and days of labors
The Hopi man is industrious beyend the usual custom
of his race. At this time of year he spends a long day im

the fields, as his wife spends a long day on the mess, Tre=

prepares for him. The Hepi is primarlly a farmer,. and

N\I}J¥ UJJJYQ turning with the late twilight to the dinner which she
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though a number own h&rdé of sheep and goats the main
interest of ‘the tribe is in the fields end orchards ime
mediately surrounding the m&m; Phe farm and village life
bring abeout a regularity unknown to the Indisns ef the
plaing or the deserts The Hopi is notable for thrift m

- ‘:Eem“e:aaighﬁ; His heme contains a year*s supply of corm; "evm: e
enough fer two or three years in advanc“ez. He is & shrewt
trader, and easily gets the bétter of the less canny

tribesmen about him. With the results of his ownr labers and

those of his wife, with the produets of his trading, the
Hopi is industrislly and financislly in good confitiom; im

spite offthe unfriendly soil from which his comm mﬁbeama L
| N} are wrested) Could water be brought to him &s it hes been
W@ﬁp brought to the Zuni by mesns of a huge expensive dam, hisr '

weslth would be undowbteds Bubt ﬁhiﬁ“ is not yet :f,“‘e'ﬁt:s.‘ibl‘.Qg

Wellg have been sunk and springs deéveleped here and there

over the land, as nature hes made Qassible;';, but so far no

scheme for water storage or irrigation has proved appticable
te the particular conditiens ai the regiam&

Even without such aid; the Hepi is reaixsa Vg
prospereuss. He has developed dry farming to an admirable
fegkee, and his peach orchards furnish sbundant yield, in

 gpite of the refusel of the mere congervative mewbers of the

tribe to interfere with the course of nature by pruning,

and in spite of the hebit of the Heopl children to filk
' their pockets and stommchs with greén peaches as soon &S

they begin te appear on the branéhaa. New trees sre comti
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being planted, and the development of a real orchard in=
dustry is in progressie Apples and cherries are also growi}
melons "'a.re: a favorite crop. Chickens are everywhere. The

Hopi im assured a varied and healthful diet of his owm pree

viding: and the meals prepared by his wife would n wbet

unapypetizing were they but a:ac:ampa:nied‘. by s@m &egreﬂ @i' ,

cleanlinegs in the making. o o
" The big problem of the mesa villages is samitatioms

No water is to be found on these heighte, and that which

the women carry up as a domestie supply does not serve to

keep the people clean, to say nathing of the houses and the

streets. Thes prevailing high winds might Be suppased to blow

foreign matter off the tops of the rocks, but they ra‘aher

‘keep the filth and refuse in s contimual state of agitatiome
The high altitude, the sbundance of sunshine, the drywess = =

of the atmosphere keep this from becoming the menace to
health that it would be in a lower and damper climate« But

it is none the less a. eondition calling for remedy

facilities and an incinewator foi- rﬁum should be prwi&eﬂ .

for each village, and some one stationsd there to enfame
their proper use and care. A native policeman could be
‘t';caimed; ta this mogh nec:e;ssa;ry' sexvices

7 At the present time some willages present. a mrmil
noere cil.eanly appearance than others; and this can usually
ve traced to the efforts of field matrons whe have labored

among the villagers for & sufficient length of time to

e e
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M Mhe Hotevilla school last year, there were but eleven

ﬁcs& mothers had had schooling; so it is manifestly too
M a—e&ryly here to judge any type of schoel by its resultse

On the other hand, there are individuasls whose

responge to educational and civilizing influences has e s
' so thorough and so fine that these few instances seem in

themselves to justify any amount af éffart.‘ In the f&c:e of «f ‘

dishemrtening conservatism and prejudice, there are young

/

e

% [ﬂ’ " whase demands are lnexaecting, ttxé:y‘glive: up to the require= i
; ¥ : ,

s

oo 4 , , .
| ﬂyfw’ men and women who maintain a high standard of conduet that

would be creditable to them in any social body. In a c@xmmm«ity

,Q mentg of a civilization alien to tHeir own. In such pedple: -

i

there is promise for the conversion of the tribe to clea.;re,;nﬁ*vﬁl

and healthier ways. It will be ne instantaneous change,

however, but & gradual developmenty
In past years the frictioen between the Hopi and ?thé;i ‘.:':

Havajo under the Keams Canyon jurisdiction has been the oul- "

standing problem aof the reservation. This can scarcely be

said to be the case today. Friction still exists, but not .

(/0 in alarming proportion. It would nerx*t be amiss to make. 8.“-/)’
" ,

. definition of boundaries between the twe races, but te -

L4 :
7he :
_ )5 confine either race within limits would probably work hards
"W gk | ~
%

ship upon betl, The Moemcopi vwillagers would object to a
return to the mesas. The Hb:pi,. ‘being settled pewgle:‘, le&s
aggressive and more imgratiating in nafiwe than the Navajo,

hawe usually beexm able to give currency to the imgrerssim tha,.t
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they were being crowded from their’ lands by the shepherd

f&lk. As a matter of fact, the Hopi appear to have suf=-

ficienﬁ~anreage f0m~thejsheap and cattle they wish to

raisew and more than they are Wiiling to care for com-

stantly. This land is overgrazed, no doubti but so ig all

the land in that barren country. The Navajo are increasing

in number; but their hogans are not pressing very closely

to the mesas. The disputes that arise can be treated as ine

dividual questions. An increase in the native police force

would be a great ald in solving suchAproblems.-

At the present moment the Hopi's greatest complaint

is of the Keams Canyon boarding scheol. Thig plant, condermed

%ince 1215, is being improved and prepared for occupancy

this fall as a boarding school for a hundred and twenty f

pupils. The.Hopi.are protesting against its use for the ¢ ;
. 9 Navejo children. Legallygaf‘coursg,'there is no foundation |
jfff fors;gﬁhitgomplaint. The school ig a gratuity, and the . = : ‘ §

/

£
”4Ai§%éer tiqg was established for both tribes. Nor have the

Fieeadd T
To et Mtéz o |
$be}fﬂﬁ°Pi reI‘Wiiﬁﬁﬁﬁthe schoal plant to be put in use for them,
f;jri;"urigg seriod when it has beem standing idles Their

‘ pro is ev%%ently not that they are losing semething,

’ ) i w{;“"ﬁ . »

ytfzﬁv* but thh Jthy Wavajo is gaining something. The gpirit in-~
@ ' 4 5 A4

| Iijjgfd‘ ied,does not commend itgelf to us. The racial emmity
2ﬁ£§, Vz)etheen,the Hopi and the Wavajo is an old one, and will

| probably linger for generations vet to comes It should not
receive any encouragement from the agutsides

Superintendent Willer has been less than a year in
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kprogress{!{}?orcing all Hopi children into the same schools

may result in lowering all to the physical and mental level
of the less capable. If the school work is to accomplish
its object of elevating the standard oha'? the tribe it rdr'n‘lstv
:f"’/ develop the best traits in the most capable members to the
end . that they may take their place as leaders in another R
generation. |
These things are not accomplished in a moment. The
.gro,undw,ork for improvement is being laiv.d. Continued faithe
ful work on the part of fleld matrons, teachers, physicians

and employees generally, is the prescription for ralsing

the Hopi standard of living. In another generation, when
the school children of today are the parents of ather

school children, results should begin to show. ;

Respectfully submitted,

Member, Board of Indian
Comnissioners.

Hon. George Vaux, JTe,
Chairman, Board of
Indian Commissionerse

CV-6417-201 NNO012095



