CV-6417-201

Copy
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

United States Indian Service,

Subject: Irrigation Keans Canon,kArizona,
system for the Hopl. : ‘
March 24, 1909.

The Hon. Commiesioner of Indian Affalirs,
‘waahington. D, C.
Sir:
I have the honor to state that I have progresssd far
enough with the wbrk of allotting lands to the Moquis to be-
lieve that the work can be accomplishéd satisfactorily to all

| parties concerned, dut 1t would grently facilitate my work if

I could give thd Indians some assursnce that the Government
would put in an irrigation system for them im the near tuture..

They have to depend entirely on flood watars for irriga-
tiom and even this scurce of supply is rapidly getting beyond
their control; about one half of one per cent of the flood wat-
ers that same down the valleys last summer was utilized by
the Indians; I find about 2000 acres less irrigable land at
Oraibi now, than there wes four years ago.

One half c¢f the people have no lend that can he irrigated;
they havs to deperid omn the scanty f@in-rall of less than six
inches per annum,

I have not found a suitable reservoir site in the wicini-

ty of any of the ﬁ:llagsn; but I am of the opinion that s res-
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srvolr site is not necessary, but a much cheaper system can
be put im that will aniwor the needs of the Indians until they
can afford a water system of the{r oﬁn.

I have the homer to enclose a rough sketch of a plan that
may serve as a basis for your irrigation engineers to devise
a system,

Very respectfully,
Matthew M., Murphy,
Spel. Allotting Agent,
Moqui Reservation.

1 inclosure.
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