
DEPARTMBHT OF 'EXE INTERIOR, 

United Statea In d i m  Service, 

Subject: Irrigation 
ryatsm for tha Hopi. 

Keam Canon, Arizona, 

March 24, 1909. 

The Em. Codss ienar of I n d f  an Affairs, 

Wwhington, D. C. 

S i r :  

I hatre the honor t o  s ta te  that I have progmrsed far 

enough arfth the work of a l l e t t f n g  land8 t o  the Koqtrir t o  be- 

I l e t e  that thq work aan bo aacoa~plirhdd r a f l r f m t o r i ~  t o  a l l  

part ies  oonwr#l ,  but it would grantly isloflitate my work ff 

I oould give the Indlans rosa arbtrrdnae t h a t  the G o t s m n t  

would put la an i ~ r l g n t l o n  systea f o r  them la  the near future. 

They have t o  depend ent ire ly  on f l o o d  water8 f o r  irr igr-  

tfom and even this source o f  supply i h s  rapidly gett lng beyond 

their oontro2; about one half of one per  oent of the f l o o d  wat- 

ers t h a t  aam. down the v a l l e y s  laat  awmsr was utll iedd by 

the Indftlnr; 1 f i n d  about 2000 acres l e s s  irrigable land a t  

Orribf now, than therrls wa6 four  years ago. 

One half of  the people  h:mo no l a n d  t-hat can he Irrigated; 

they have t o  depend an the eaanty rain-fall of 108s than a ix  

inohem per urnus. 

f have not  found a suitable rsscbrrotr site la tho riclnf- 

ty  of any of  t h *  ~ i l l a g s a ;  but I am of the opinion that 8 ma- 



6 ~ 0 f r  r i t e  is not nacrerecry, but a much charper ayatern oan 

be put in that w i l l  anrwar t h e  need8 of the I n d i a n s  until they 

am afford a wrafek system of the-;r own. 

I have the honor t o  enclose a rough sketoh of a p l a n  that 

m a y  seme as c h w i a  for your I r r i g a t i o n  anclneers t o  d a v f s s  

a ayotwu.  

Very respectfully, 

Matthew Id. Murphy, 

Spal .  A l l o t t i n g  Agent,  

Idoqui Reservation. 


