Mbqui Reservation H, 8. Trayler

Agriculture Keams Canon, Arisona. Inspeotor.,

June ¢, 1818,

Agzioulture

The Hopis are natural agriculturiste and gearden-
ers. There is but little irrigated land on the reserva-
tion, Just & few acres at Wepo Springs and s few morc small
goaxrden plats adout the village springs; lJence the Hopi is a
dry farmer, If anyone thinke thut he does not know irriga=-
tion and profite by it, he should go to Koenoopi where there
is considerable water and see the results that are secured
there., All the farming on the lMoqui Reservaticr is done at
the foot of the mesas in the sand. The Hopls seleot o place
for their orops and orchards which would be the last place
choeen by a white farmer. They meoure as deep & ssnd dune ae
is possalible, because this msand takes in the water during the
ralny seasons and consserves i1t e in a reservolr. The orops
pull it baok with capillary attraatioh as it 18 nesded. The
only time the Hopil hae a orop fadlure is when there are no
raine during the year to fill this eand ressxrvelr., Corn,
beans, peas, and melons are placed in the sand with a sharp
stiok and as soon as s growth appears, oonstant oare and

the utmost diligence must be given to prevent ocutting winds,

- 54 =

S3AHOYY TYNOILYN 3H1 LY Q30NC0Yd3Y

CV-6417-201 NNO012045



- 85 =

sande, and parasites from destroying this crop. A dozen
atalks of corn come from one hill, This is done beoauase
the sandgewliftly héown , out am@y the outside stalks which
a0t as & proteoction for the inside ocorn until two or three
stalks have grown sulficlently strong and lurge to with-
atand the destroying elements of the desert. Deans, peas,
and melone are carefully proteoted from the wind and sand
by rock, brush or tin being placed around each plant.,
Every plant grown by the Hopl is gusrded ag carefully as
is the finest ohrysanthemunm grown in hothouses. In no cther
way oan he mature his orops and in this way he manages t0
gogure enough sustenance to keep his famlly allve.

The Hopi is provident in that he always keeps two
yeara store placed away so that he nnd his fenily mey pass
safely through the yeazxs of drouth which sometinss cone to
the desert. It can be réaﬁily peen that while he may sus=
tain himsell with a meager food, the Hopi oun never be proe-
perous with farming. Even if he had water forx irrigetion
he is too faur from the railroad t¢ receive any incowe Irom
his farm produets and from his fruit which he reises in
gonsiderable abundance. The only sale for such stufll la $0
the Ravajo snd he does not Wuyas great quantity,

The Navajo farms differently frow the Hopl and
does it with less work. He has the mathod used by the Papa=-
go098 in southern Arizona. He colleacte water aring the rains

in & temporaxy reservoir whers the seopags ie rapid and great.
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Just as coon after the raing as the reserveirs sre dry, he
plants his geed, and the women and children cultivate with
hoes. A mamber of thew are beglnning te buy plows, ounltiw
vators and othar farming lmplementa, Agriculture will never
be profitable on the lojul Desert. Cattle, sheecp, and horsos
migt bring to the Hopl and Navajo thelr weslth and prosperity.
The expense of maintulning ¢ur aschocle, especially
&g %0 cows and horses 1ls ~n lmuénse item to the Department.
A dar and reservoir hes recently been erscted near Canago
en the Fort Definncs Reservetion which will fuxnlsh water
for 2000 mores or more, This land i about 45 miles from
the sgency at Keams Cenon., On account of the imserse
expense of buylng rnd frelghting oate, corn, snd alfelfs
from the railroed to the fgency, I would sugpest to ﬁha Liom
partment to cecure in wome manner wbout 00 nares ng .gnﬂ
near Canado and thet ons of the agency farmers be placad
there to grow alfelfa and cuts for the use of the cpency and
sohoole. There is plenty of water and land., Suparintendent
ixane figures that he csn save two=thirds of fthae freightage
and that this cost could be psdd selling ounts and hey %o the
freightezrs who necd it in the winter, but vho are unnble o
buy 1t on acoount of the prohibitive price now prevalling.
2a 1% is now 1% coats us more than J300 per year to keep
8ach head of horses we have at work, This is an lacense
expsns® that should be out 1f a way can be found. The above

pian will work. Hunireds of %ens of plfalfs ozn sapily be
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grown and encugh corn and oats to supply the demand. The
farmer,cultivuting this land, oould aleo do much supervis-
ing the Nawajo who will be allotted this irrigated territoxry.

Inepector.
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