
The Cornmiesioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C, 

Sir: - 
I have Office letter dated January 13, 1312 yresenting the 

recommendations of Superqisor I?. A. Thackery as t o  miscellaneous 

conditions at Moqui SchooLs. The Suy.orvisor recomcnds that 

greater care be taken to make coursos conform to conditions under 

which pupils mill be place& at the end of the school Cerrn; the 

girls to he trained in home making and management, and the b02is 

in Agriculture ana Horticulture; that experiments be undertaken 

in a small mag to iml;roT?e produota and to introduce new varieties. 

At the Moqui Boarding School, details working with t h e  Matron, 

Cook, Seamstress and Laundress, are in~trcctid as far as conditions 

will permit., Of course the work in SO l a rge  a plant is not 

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  the y p i 2  Paces when at home. I believe a cottage 

t'guc'n materialo as t h e  Indian may poaseslj 51th his rre *ent means, 
? r 

Bo built at some time in t h e  A~tt~ro, and snah hou::c p l aaed  in 

&Cb of 8 d@tail for s h o r t  pe r iods .  There are no f m d a  f o r  t he  

imdiat ie  @dn$$r?ratior, of tsuch a. bullbing. f t  is also my plan 
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7&.4.s asoQ$ hogan vaa one o f  t he  thiws reoomended a t  t h e  

@$nierenoe Q$ q ~ p a r i g t e n d e n t s  reoenBly held a$ F o r t  Defianoe. Zt 

w i l l  be a denrone$xstion to older IsB$&ns prinaipally. 411 

hogans may not be c p n s t r m t e 8  on t h l s  y l a n ,  but  as m n y  Navajoes 

maintain s e v e r a l  'errmnent h~ganer, I believe t h e  o b j e c t  l e s son  w i l l  

be a good one. 

The Supervisor ' s  oriticim that some oamp Sn&%@na have more 

farm products  than have t he  sahools  is ~orrsot. The schools  of t h i s  

- r e s e r v a t i o n  wore looated  not p i t h  a view t o  farming land but wherever 

a supply of water could be obtained. pot one of them has ava i l ab le  . 

land t h a t  may be suo~ssefilly farmed. me fnaians could not farm suoh 

land; and t h i s  i s  proven by %he f a a t  that the t e r raced  gardens and 

c o r n f i e l d s  of the  Hopis are locate8  at places d i s t a n t  from t h e  

Mesas. 

Experimental farming i n  Kerns O a n ~ n  mag n o t  successfu l  f r o m  a 

f i n a n c i a l  s tandpoint .  It was conduotep a t  a g re s t  expense on a 
! 

very l a r g e  s c a l e  and preeents a large boss t o  the  Government. The 

coming year d e t a i l s  3f boys will be a s ~ i g n e d  t o  farmers and small 

patohes farmea i n  a manner th9.t n i l 1  be o f  ~ r o e t e r  b e n e f i t  t o  the 

f ndia.n. 

92te reoommhdction that M d i t i o n a ~  Farmera go i n t o  the  f i e l d  

W n g  the Zndiella is notsb. The t r o  a(ditiona1 farmers of th i e  
I 

m e e r v a h m  I(Lr4 arigf n a l l y  stat toned $t the BQtereaa, During the 



1 

superfatendency of my p r e d e c e s ~ o r ,  r o a d  work and cons t ruc t ion  work 

oecupied n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  time of such farmers and a l l  o ther  

X&bm t h a t  could be plaoed a t  t h e i r  d i spasa l .  The Hopi and kavsjo 

considering t h e i r  loca t ion ,  a r e  considered 

by some as t h e  best  d ry  farmers , . fn the World, 1: do not  be l ieve  t h a t  

white farmers can t each  them b e t t e r  methods o f  r a i s i n g  corn. Corn 

i s  the  s t a p l e  crop and the  Indian $&sea all the  unfavorable 

oondit ions o f  the  country without exyensive implenents , with only 

n a t u r a l  i r r i g a t i o n ,  and yroduces a c r o ~ .  Tho faot tha t  hc has 

sucoess fu l ly  produced cro.ps on unfavorab le  ground d u r i ~ g  many years 

is  evident  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t n a t  he i s  a l i v e .  The Horis and Navajo 

Indians  may not adopt the methods gdvocated by some Government 

Farmers, because o f  climatic co ; :C i t ion~ ,  Be i s  n ~ t  a b l e  t o  farm the 

same t r a c t  every year owing t o  sand storms cnd d i~ ro rgenc ic s  of water;  

: he i s  not a b l e  t o  p l a n t  corn as the  f a m e r s  o f  t ' le middle n e s t  p l a n t  
i 
i i t ,  f o r  t h e  reaaon t h a t  t e r r i f i o  v~ inds  vould  t e a r  his crop t o  pieces .  

i One important irnprovi-.mt I s  Vo iabuoe the i nd i e r  t? a e l e o t  seed 

j $or i%turo c r o p s ,  ex(thange seed, o r  t o  groctlre entirely aew seed, 

, 5  " I  be l i eve  t h a t  the Indian o f  the  d e e e r t  monld be g r e a t l y  bonefit-bea *I Sf he conld be! indnced t o  yay some a t t e f i t i o n  t o  the  condi t ion  o f  t h a  

pI&nted,r 

I Phe Bclperviaor suggests t h s r t  &my Farmers be &.-:en a C a f  ion@ ; -2 
i 

4s $he t o  reZiepQ the Prfnaipals of Day Sohools o f  f i e l d  wo 
1 
/ 18  thr  rounding thr day sohoolp a r e  uniavorabls  f o r  farrming) 



given camp equipment f o r  $he making of t r i p s  among Indians loca ted  

.at. d is tances .  Phis f i e l d  work would t e e  them o m r  t h e  reserva t ion ,  

enakle them t o  observe crops ,  t o  make suggestions concerning seed, 

.planting, e t a . ,  and a t  the  same time would enable them t o  view 

' a l l  phases of t h e  water situation, They wqu ld  observe small darnqitw, 

and i f  supplked with matsria;ls ,(cenenlt;,pipe e t c .  ) ,  could make 

va luable  improvements a t  the smsll water holes and spr ings .  I think 

t h i s  would produce betfer resuxts than %he s t a t i o n i n g  o f  Additional 


