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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.  

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 

Moqui School ,  

lieam-s Canon, Ariz .  Feb. 8, 19013, 

The Honorable, 

The Cammiasioner of Indian A f f a i r s ,  

Washing%on, D. C. 

I beg the honor of s t a t i u g  to y o u ~  Office that Engineer ~ u t l e ?  

and his assistant gassed thraugh here a fevr Bags ago efi r o u t o  t o  Tuba 

City. Nir. Butler would have stopped here but for the fact that  n o t  being 

advised of his coming he would have l o s t  some time hers while I was per-  

fect ing arrangements for him t o  do a l l  the work I have to be dolre, but 

h e  did stop long enough t o  make threa survey$ that I have had itr waitin$ 

for some time. 

I toak h i m  t o  a slite or; the Oraibi Wash about two and a half milesl 

from t h e  Orsdbi village. A t d  there we rnade a preliminary survey of a 

proposition to store Water from the f low of the wash. With a d i t c h  of 

a mile and a half we have a rsssvoir site upotl whfch can be s t o r e d  an 

a r e a  of approxiaately four acres to a depth of three  feet and a half on 

an average without excattation from the inside. There will be but little 

embankment and that at t h e  highest bank-acroes a l i t t l e  wash- eight 

feet  iu helghth. Belor this a re  the Oraibi f$ulds or such p a r t  of them 

as would cover two or thrse hundrea acres. Thir aupplg of rpater would 

apot awpLy that much 1md but would supply what it would irrigate. This 
4 

is without, e dam in the wash as the d i t c h  leardirrg i r c  to the reservoir 

would be take# out so as t o  start from the bottom of ' the  stream-bed of 



the wash, After the preliminary survey I asked both hrlr, Butler and Mr. 

Holbert the probable cost. I had estimated the cost at $750.00 Mr, 

Butler's dstimate was $700.00 and both kr. Butler atid Mr. Holbert felt 

that if put in at less than one thousand the proposition was woCth the 

cost and reached this determillation while we were making measuremerits 

and taking levels. 
l i- 

Mr. Butler called attention to the fact that if proved all we hop 

of it that there is a chain of low places running on below where the sane 

ditch could be used as the system is exterrded. While I deem it p o s s i b l e  

that some work would have to be done each year improving the reservoir di 

and keeping it in repair that will have to be done with anything that 

would give service. From the time we crossed the Wash going to Oraibi 

on Sunday till we finished the preliminary survey Monday night we were 

of the opinioa that there had been enough water passed in the wash to 

have given us a foot of depth i t i  the reservoir and the Wash was running 
i (&, 

whert I elft Tuesday laoratqg and I was iri a storm alomost all, from the 

time I left Oraibi till I reached Keamts Canon in the evening. 

I know the Wash is usually dry but there are times that it rum 

like a mill tail as all the washes do and it is that water that we know 

comes that I reel we ought to store. I am convi~~ced that we can get more 
Cc 
wter by storage alone than we can by developement of springs alone. Thep 

the spririgs represent but a part of the moisture that falls and the small 

er Bart, I don't meam to give up the developement of spri~igs but I feel 

that we will ao&ulate water supplies faster catching that which is in 

sight. 
I ebg that your Office will itifom me whether the money 

o~n deposit for developement of water is iii your judgmerht applicable to 

such storage of water. It may be wholly technical but the aater that 



- 

would flow past-ih open view i f  not  stopped may not  be regardwasflde- 

velopedn 
& 

Please  g ive  me t h e  judgment of your Off ice i q  t h e  ma t t e r ,  i f  

it is  s o  app l i cab le  on t he  r e t u r n  of Mr. B u t l e r ,  @bout a mo~ith l a t e r  we 
I 

w i l l  make a c a r e f u l  and comjplete survey of such p r o p o s i t i o ~ i s  as I can 1e 

o a t e  withien reasonable d i s t ance  of v i l l a g e s  ane v e r i f y  t h e  p r e l i m i ~ ~ a r y  

survey a l ready made as above descr ibed and probably make the above res- 

e r v o i r ,  and make defirr i te  repopts  as t o  o the r s  wiw a view t o  havirig sudz 

information i n  your Office as w i l l  make poss ib le  an est imate f o r  a d e f i d  

i t 8  apgropriatiow for t h e  purpose of i r r i g a t i n g  p a r t s  of t h i s  count-ry 

I could not  f e e l  much coihfidence i r a  making recommendations la& 

year  because of t h e  f a c t  that those familiar with c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t o ~ s  hem 

assured me it was an unusual year. This has been unusual only i n  t h e  

matter  of extreme cold. i 

Very Respectful ly  


