


U. S. I N D I A N  SERVICE,  
P o r t  Def iance ,  Arizona. 

A p r i l  27, b896. 

The Honorable 

Commissioner of Ind i an  A f f a i r s ,  

Washingt~on, D, C, 

Under d a t e  of A p r i l  21 I wired you as fo l l ows ;  

By whose a u t h o r i t y  d i d  Shorn~zker and o t h e r s  d e s t r o y  
headgate  t he reby  was t ing  m i l l i o n s  of w a t e r  from Red Lake 
r e s e r v o i r .  

and I have rece ived  your  r e p l p  s ta t r ing t h a t  mx- t e l eg ram was n o t  

understood and dPrelc t ing me t o  submit a f u l l  r epo r t  by l e t t e r .  

I n  oompliance w i t h  t h e s e  d i r e c t i o n s  I have t h e  honor t o  submiti 

t h e  fo l l owing  s ta tement :  

The Red Lake work was a pronounced success  from an en- 

of view, and by the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of an e a r t h  dam, 

t h e  cos t  of which w a s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I had succeeded i n  impound;. 

i n g  and r e t a i n i n g  a body of wa te r  w i t h  a maximum l e n g t h  of 2 mi les  
, 

and a width- of  1 m i l e ,  and an-average  depth  of  about1 4 f e e t .  

Th is  w a t e r  was ob ta ined  p r i n c i p a l l y  from s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e )  which 

had p rev ious ly  run o f f  wi thout  b e n e f i t  t o  any one, and p a r t 1 y . b ~  

t h e  diversion, th rough  t he  a id  of ano the r  dam, of a small in te r - .  
I 

I mit tent  strsarn'khawn 8 s  Black Creek. 
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w Near one end of t h e  dam which c l o s e s  Red Lake I had 

cons t ruc ted  a s l u i c e  w i th  a g a t e ,  and t h i s  g a t e  served a l s o  as 

t h e  head g a t e  of  a d i t c b  which r an  from t h i s  pointr about-  h a l f  

a m i l e  and discharged i n t o  Black Creek about h a l f  a mi le  below 

t h e  dam i n  tha-t creek.  The p l ans  requi red  a flume a c r o s s  

Black *Creek at t h i s  point '  and a con t inua t ion  of t h e  d i t c h  beyond, 

and by t h i s  d i t  eh many hundreds of acres of f i n e  land would hervet 

been  brought under?? t h e  water; hut?l owing t o  my i n a b i l i t y  t o  pro- 

cum -3tmber;tbe flume was not  1 bui l t ( .  last  y e a r  when t h e  o t h e r  work, 

was completed. 
1 

When I reached Red Lake I found t h a t  t h e  head g a t e ,  

which had s tood un in jured  f o r  a y e a r ,  had been t aken  out; b o d i l y ,  

and sane of t h e  upp,er works had been broken away, A s t ream of 

w a t e r  o f '  t h e  f u l l  c apac i ty  of t h e  S l u i c e  way; i f d o t  by,. 3 f e e t  i n  

on, was being d i scha rge  ntio t h e  d i t c h ,  which had broken un- dk: 
pyestauresand was badly.*washed out i n  several places .  I 

am informed t h a t  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  was accomplished two weeks b e f o l f l  

and t h a t  t h e  waste of v a t e r  had continued from t h a t  t ime  u n t i l  

f stopped it. I n  that t ime  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  w a t e r  i n  , t h e  re- 

s e r v o i r  had been Lowered 2 fs&, and at a low e s t i m a t e  520 m i l -  

l i o n s  g a l l o n s  of w a t e r  mire  wasted. 

I a m  i n f o m M  t h a t  t h i s  des t ruet i ion and waste was ac- 

complished by one Shomaker, a n  employee of the Agency, and I pre- 

sume he had some s u t h o r i t y  or ordrrs t a  support  him, otherwise  his 



a c t i o n  i s  most remarkable. The p r e t e x t  upon which t h i s  was 

done was tha t  t h e  I n d i a n s  holding.tfamns upon t h e  creek n e a r  t h e  

r a i l r o a d ,  some 4Q rhi les  below t h i s  pointr;, were complaining of 

l a c k  of wa te r ,  as t h e y  wished t o  i r r i g a t e  t h e i r  l and  before  plow- 

i ng ;  bu t  no one )who knows anyth ing  aboutl., i r r i g a t i o n  would t h i n k  

rom a st orage r e se rvo ia .  40 o r  
4 

t h i s  season.  lac* Cree 

at t h i s  t ime  of t h e  y e a r  seldom c a r r i e s  w a t e r  below, o r  even as,  

far  as P o r t  Defiance. Furthermore,  t h e  snow has  o n l y  recent-  

l y  gone off' from t h i s  country---%herre is  s t h l l  a 1itt.l~ i n  t h e  

mountains--- and t h e  ground i s  moistl. everywhere. I know 

tha t  no th ing  has y e t  been p lan ted  be%ween Red Lake and Def iance,  

and i n  f a c t  t h e ' w a t e r  i n  pockets  About Red Lake  is covered w i t h  

i c e  every nighti. now: tihis i c e  d i s appea r s  d u r i n g  t h e  day and 

forms a g a i n  t h e  sucqeeding n igh t .  It appea r s ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  

Black Creek a n  hou r ' s  work  withaa shovel  would have s u f f i c e d  t o  

cutr o f f  t h e  f low of t h e  creek from t h e  r e s e r v o i r  and send i t t  over  

t h e  spi l l -way of t h e  dam, t he reby  sending down t h e  creek t h e  same 

amount of wa te r  t h a t  it would have c a r r i e d  had no dam been con- 

st r u c t  ed. The w a t e r  i n  t h e  o ld  l ake  has  neve r  been of trhe 

s l i g h t e s t  advantage t o  t h o s e  below t h a t  pointc, and t h e  wa te r  of' 

t h e  s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r  was in tended  t o  be app l i ed  only  t o  l ands  
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within a m i l e  o r  two. By my opportune a r r i v a l  about two- 

t h i r d s  of the watei. i n  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  was saved$ had I not  a r r ive&.  

when I d i d  t h e  r e s e m o i r  i n  a sho r t  t ime  would have been dra ined  

dry  and t h e  enohnous w a s t e  of w a t e r  t h a t  h a s  occurred h a s  no%, so  

fa r  as I can d i s c e r n ,  b e n e f i t e d  any one a p a r t i c l e .  S tored  

t e r  i s  especia l1y:valuable  at t h i s  t ime of t h e  y e a r ,  f o r  t h e  

t a k e  from mel ted snow i s  now p r a c t i c a l l y  c m p l e t e d ,  and t h e  

l o s s  from evapora t ion  w i l l  now prog re s s  a t  an i n c r e a s i n g  r a t e  

u n t i l  t h e  r a i n y  season i n  August. A s t o r a g e  r4servoir?;  t o  

be of u se ,  should be as f u l l  as p o s s i b l e  at  t h i s  season of t h e  

year.  

If t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  was opened b y ~ t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  

Office? very  l i t t l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was e x h i b i t e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  out  liba, 

t h e s e  o r d e r s  The r e s e r v o i r  could have been opened and 3 o r .  

4 t i m e s  t h e  amount o f  wfxter u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  by Black Creek could , 

without  t h e  sligbtsst damage t o  

ense  waste  t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  place .  

I have put a f o r c e  of men t o  work t o  r e p a i r  t h e  damage done, but:. 

I cannot r e s t o r e  t h e  wa te r  t h a t  h a s  been wasted. I shal l  keep 

t h e s e  men on t h e  work o r  l eave  a s u f f i c i e n t  guard tlo p r o t e c t  it... 

u n t 5 l  such t ime as I can fo rmal ly  t u r n  i t  over  t o  t h e  Agent, 

a f t e r  which my r e s p o n s & b i l i t y  ceases.  This I hope t o  accom- 

p l i s h  w i t h i n  two weeks. 

I n  t h i s  corinection I beg t o  s t a t e  that t h e  s p i l l  way 



of the dm at the  head of Cottloawood Pass  d i t c h  had been t o r n  ouat 

when I reached t h e r e  and I am s a t ~ i s f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  was done by- 

human hands. I have c a r e f u l l y  examined t h e  l i t t l e  s t ream of  

wa te r  upon which a h i s  dam is l o c a t e d ,  b o t h  akove and below t h e  

, dam, and I f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  any sign whatever of e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

u i  ltr, The s t r u c i m r e  i s  a 

t o g e t h e r  :by oak p i n s  and heavy 

i r o n  s p i k e s ,  and t h e r e  was an ample margin of s t r e n g t h  t o  r e s i s t  

any f l ood  t o  which it might be sub jec ted .  Fubrthermore I have 

c a r e f u l l y  examined t h e  bed of t h e  s t ream below f o r  some remains 

of t h e  dam s t r u c t u r  nd f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  any,  hut  I d i d  f i n d  a num- * 
b e r  of logs ,  of  l e s s  weight  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  dam, which have 

c e r t a i n l y  been i n  p o s i t i o n  over  a year .  Upon i n q u i r y  among. 

t h e  Indians I was informed t h a t  * t h e  boys* (meaning any body of 

men) t ore out the  work ; b u t  so f a r  -I have been unable  t o  o b t a i n  

So far  a8 my exper ience  among them goes t h e  Navajos 

appear t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  work t h a t  h a s  been and i s  be ing  done 

f o r  them, an& I cannot b e l i e v e  t h a t  any of them would des t roy  

, t h i s  work on t h e i r  own accord. It i s  my: earnest  d e s i r e  t o  

c l e a n  up and m p a i r  t h e s e  d i t c h e s  as r a p i d l y  as p o s s i b l e  and t o  
I 

form ally^ t u r n  them over  t ~ o  t h e  Agsntr., s o  t h a t  my responsaabil i ty 

f o r  them may cease. R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  submi t t ed ,  


