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= epartment of the Auteriorw,

e U.S. INDIAN SERVICE,

Navajo Agency.

Fort Defiance, Arizona, January 19, 1896,

Commissioner of Indian Affeairs,

Washington, D.C.,

Sirm

I respectfully suggest that the attention of the Secretary of
the Interior be again called to the importance of an early decise~
ion on the allétments of lend to Navajo and Moquli Indiens on the
Moen~kopi Wash.

These Indians and their ancestors have been in possession of
this country from time immemorial, and were in peaceful enjoyment
of it when the Mormons intruded into that valley a few ypgars ago.
If thelr allotments are confirmed there will still be enough lang
left for the Mormons, who certainly ought, in justice, to be res-
tricted in their choice to such as 1s not required for the use of
the original inhabitants.

As I have already informed you, the Mormons have secured, by
fraud, a decree from the Court of Coconino county whereby they are
given all the water of the Moen~kopi wash, as original appropria-

tors. Last spring I mede a temporary arrangement with them, with-
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Commissioner. 2.

out walving any rights, for the joint uselof the water by Indians
and whites. The season is again approaching when this metter will

be revived,and the Mormons will again claim the entire water right

under the decree of the Court. 1 can probavbly effect another tem-
porary arrangement, but it is not right that year after year these
Indians should be compelled to make concessions to pecple who are
bent upon driving them out of their native homes. There is al-

ready considerable friction between the Indians and Mormons, and

an open conflict seems to be impending.

‘Ve%espectful ¥, ; :
4

Captain 7th Infantry,

Acting Agent.
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