


DEP'ARTMENT O F  THE 

The Commissioner of  I n d i a n  Affairs. 

S i r :  

INTERIOR, 

F e b r u a r y  5, 1895. 

The f o l l o w i n g  i n  r s g a r d  t o  a f fa i r s  a t  the  Navajo Agency, 
! 

jN. I . ,  i s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  v iz : -  
I 

*S 4 / The r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  abou t  two hundred by one hundred and seven- 
. %  \ 

I / t y - f i v e  m i l e s  i n  e x t e n t .  Not more t h a n  two p e r  c e n t  o f  the  l a n d  
$1 
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{ i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  abou t  s i x t y  p e r  c e n t  f o r  g r a z i n g ,  and 

' "  I t h e  remainder  r o c k s  and sandy p l a i n s .  
. 

i ,, q:, 1 
irl 

Number of  t h e  t r i b e  i s  v a r i o u s l y  e s t i m a t e d  a t  from 16,000 t o  
i 

' 24 ,000 ;  i n  the  o p i n i o n  of t h e  b e s t  informed peop le  they  number 

I $ \ a b o u t  14,000.  I t  i s  thought  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  more t h a n  8,000 now 
"4 < ( o n  tho r e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  b a l a n c e  b e i n g  s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  Arizona,  

~ e w  Mexico, Colorado and Utah. ,+ (;--9 t-=ve&"i ki. -ftx,,L ~.,,d 
q 1- . I t  is n o t  dedmed p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  and c i v i l i z e  t h e s e  In- 

,& % \$ 
I * i $ j  d i a n s  u n t i l  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  is reduced  t o  a b o u t  o n e - f o u r t h  i t s  

* a +,! cb p r e s e n t  s i z e ,  which would l e a v e  them s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  y-8 
I - I d t t~  and g r a z i n g  p u r p o s e s .  Thus l o c a t e d ,  they c o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  c a r e  
1. 

* \  , 3 '$'and a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n t ,  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  and the  
4 . 4  \'+$ \ \ 

4 \  \ ; , advantage  and  example of  s u r r o u n d i n g  w h i t e  f a r m e r s .  
'n %4'Y 

, *'C' ';'p 
Many o f  them have t h e i r  f l o c k s  o f f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ;  they  now r :;q i; e, : "J ' "  , +, 3 have b u t  few c a t t l e ;  t h e i r  p o n i e s  a r e  w i t h o u t  v a l u e ,  and t h e  num- ..\* gj v 

.\\. v * 



b e r  o f  t h e i r  sheep has l a r g e l y  d i m i n i s h e d ,  and no r e a s o n  e x i s t s  

why t h e y  s h o u l d  have s o  l a r g e  a n  a r e a  o f  l a n d .  " I t  i s  a p o s i t i v e  

i n j u r y  t o  them, i n  t h a t  they w i l l  n o t  s e t t l e  down upon any f i x e d  

h a b i t a t i o n ,  b u t  roam f rom p l a c e  t o  p l a c e . "  

The in fo rman t  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  is  under s tood  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  

a r e  t o  b e  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  number o f  wagons, farming i m p l e -  1 I 

ments ,  e t c . ,  and s u g g e s t s ,  i f  t h i s  i s  done, t h a t  t h e  a g e n t  be i n -  

s t r u c t e d  t o  t u r n  them o v e r  o n l y  t o  s u c h  I n d i a n s  as w i l l  use  them 

on t h e i r  farms. He s a y s  t h a t  some were  f u r n i s h e d  them s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  ago ,  and  t h a t  t hey  s o l d  them t o  t r a d e r s  on the  r a i l r o a d s  and 

t h e  Mormons i n  Utah. 

There  is now s c a r c e l y  any  e v i d e n c e  o f  f a r m i n g  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  

on by t h e s e  I n d i a n s .  on a t r i p  o f  o v e r  one hundred m i l e s  from 

t h e  s o u t h e r n  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and through 

t h a t  pa r t  most s u i t a b l e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  n o t  more than  t e n  a c r e s  

were s e e n  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

The main t r o u b l e  i n  r a i s i n g  c o r n  i s  t h a t  wherever  w a t e r  c a n  

be  found f o r  i r r i g a t i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  i t  is t o o  c o l d ,  and t h e  season  

is  t o o  s h o r t  f o r  t h e  g r a i n  t o  mature .  

Much a t t e n t i o n  was g i v e n  by the in fo rman t  t o  the  s u b j e c t  o f  

i r r i g a t i o n ,  and he s u g g e s t s ,  a f t e r  t h e  sys tem now under  c o n s t r u c -  

t i o n  by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  V i n c e n t  i s  comple ted ,  t h a t  a f a rmer  o r  some 



competent p e r s o n  be p l a c e d  i n  cha rge ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  the  d i t c h e s  a r e  

k e p t  i n  r e p a i r  and t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  I n d i a n s  how t o  app ly  t h e  water  

t o  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  Un less  t h i s  b e  done he s a y s  t h e  d i t c h e s  w i l l  

soon become w o r t h l e s s ,  and he  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  that S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

V i n c e n t  be  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s o  c o n s t r u c t  h i s  d i t c h e s  t h a t  a f a rmer  

l o c a t e d  a t  a c e r t a i n  p o i n t  can o v e r l o o k  and s u p e r i n t e n d  a reason-  

a b l e  amount o f  work. I f  t h i s  be n o t  done,  f o r  want o f  unity o f  

a c t i o n  among t h e  I n d i a n s ,  they  w i l l  n o t  k e e p  the  d i t c h e s  i n  r e p a i r .  

Most o f  t h e  w a t e r  t h a t  can  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  i s  i n  

t h e  mounta ins ,  where i t  i s  too  c o l d  t o  produce  c r o p s ;  and a n o t h e r  

g r e a t  t r o u b l e ,  y e t  t o  overcome, i s  t h a t  where most o f  the  water  

can  b e  s e c u r e d  the  l a n d s  have been  t a k e n  up and  a r c  c la imed i n  

l a r g e  t r a c t s  by p a r t i c u l a r  I n d i a n s  l i v i n g  on the s t , reams,  "and i t  

w i l l  be a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  m a t t e r  t o  g e t  them t o  c o n s e n t  t o  a d i v i -  

s i o n  of t h e s e  l a n d s  w i t h  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  t r i b e , "  

p r i c e s  n e a r  the  agency r a n g e  as f o l l o w s :  h o r s e s ,  $75; cows 

$100; bee f  G c t s . ;  f l o u r  4 c t s . ;  s u g a r  10 c t s .  ; o a t s  2 c t s .  p e r  l b .  

hay $20 p e r  t o n ;  c o a l  o i l  35 c t s .  

These a r e  'the o n l y  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  can be bought  n e a r  the  

Agency. 

Employes a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be competent  and f a i t h f u l ,  e x c e p t  

as h e r e  i n a f t e r  n o t e d ,  
f 

q e Z ; ;  ) F. L. Craig, p h y s i c i a n ,  I f i s  a f r a i l ,  f e e b l e  man, and t a k e s  bu t  



l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  p r o f e ~ s i o n . ~ ~  I n d i a n s  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  h i s  

med ic ine ,  

R. H. Goings,  b l a c k s m i t h ,  l l i n e f f i c i e n t  and shou ld  be d i s -  

charged .  l1 

1044, Ind. Div. ' 95 .  

Very r e s p e c t f u l l y . ,  
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A c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y  


