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Washington, D.C.,

November 15, 1893.

The Honqrable,
-The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:

My thanks are due for the notioce taken of my‘lettevj
regarding the Mokis. I do not wish to enter into a contro- |
vergy with the Indian Office, for I recognize it would be out
ofvplace, and my i%terference might well,be treated as offi-

ciou55 I should no@ have addresdsed you at gll, but from a con-

4

vietion that the pres9n§ administr
the Indians, were actuatedJﬁolely bi consi@o_
was best for them unmoved by fanatieism. I am sprry the Com-
migssioner feels hiéself oblige@ to adhere.tq the app;ic%tion
of the allotment léw to the Mokis. I firmly believe that
law is no more applicable to this pepple;aé regards their
towns and lands which they have always held, than to the
Shakers or other communities ip'this countny owning land in

commoni. Such is the decision of our highest tribunal. It is
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singular that the Departmént should Peel itself obliged to apply
the law to the Moki: Pueblos but not to the other Pueblos. I was

aware, when I wrote, that by executive order the reservation hag

~been designated for the Mokis. Whesa I referred to their lands I
did not mean all those portions of the‘pubiic domain included in
the boundaries of the reservation, but only to the land which had
been occupied and owned by‘the Mokis before a government of the
United States was thought:of. This included their towns, their
surrounding: orchards, fields and pastures. As remarked by the
Supreme Couri, the peculﬂar status of these people was not affect-
ed by naming an agent for them. No mare wgs it changed by the
‘designation of avreser$at’bn. of céurse, what the government

!

' could make it eould unmmiie, end the neservation 'as such was sumbject
i i

Wrand ‘a,t‘ the absolute disposal of the govern-

i

?

g £ mSnﬁ.’Buﬁbtherigﬁfs“of this;§é§pié’gﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%édffﬁe'annexatian of the .

% ‘country in which the Pueblos %é?é‘éituafgd?and}were not-d#rived

? frbm our government but Were guaranteed protection by it when the
country was acquired from Mexigo. Thaée rights, as regards praoper-

5 ty and ownership had been recognized Bnd con¥irmed by the Spanish

g‘ and Mexican laws. The'Pueblafpeople were not treated by the former

sovereigns of the soil as were treated tﬁ;ﬂwéné@ringlwildwfribes

which surrounded the Pueblos. This was because theylhad a~fixed
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habitat, a firm possession of the soil and its continual use,while

thelilr affairs were adminis%tered by an admirable local system. By

peaceful arts they had atéained to a position of more than self-

support... %he faect that fo; 8o many centuries they should have pre—'
i BEBYEA thalr autm@m mﬁma“ﬁiﬁgree of cuiture ennompa*s*s‘e “‘W"“

as they were by warring t#ibes, is a maswel. The Pueb_lovp'.eople

are the only Indians I amkaWare of whé have succeeded in solving

‘ ! .

the struggle for existencé without outside aid. The life of the

people fulfils their ever; want. They have never asked anything

from our government, and if any people ought to be let alone they

are the Mokis. Right demands this and policy suggests it. To treat

them as other Indian tribé@s are treated would be deplorable. To

compel them to abandon the¢ life which. they have r‘always led and the

leading of which has -pasakise
—"T"%f the natlonal spv
to the level of other”fﬁﬂiams; to dlsintegrate and flnally make
paupers of them. There w&uld seem to be no objeect in dlrectlng
allotments in severalty, éxcept to compel the Mokis to live upqn
the land so allotte‘d. ‘I‘ﬁe svowed obéject of officers Qf the Bufr-
egil in Arizona, is to make thek‘Mokis desert their Pueb.los ”and gs

individuals to settle upo:ix the parcels of land #llotted. As tﬁe

people are happy, “contentédm and industrious in their present state

.t

..5.. 
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why disturd them; why oompel them to cammence a new struggle un-

der differant surroundings which with the most»favarable circum-

| which th;y have hithertoiﬁ beenprese"rved If the Bureauhas bke;ﬁ‘ '
informed ’chat thﬁ"“ﬁb’ki‘s or Any considerable ah -
ebandon their hm and Tesert ﬁheir, aﬁcirent to‘ | ,
grossly :iimposed on. Thesr are entireiy ignorant of
their lands are being partitioned off and parceled out  .'
ermnent.; I know of . but ‘two 'mambers ef‘ ) Pueblo, * »
the least what has been going;fﬁ ‘_: |
- little Ex),glish and the 16 ’ " 5
© eammot racall. ?‘:’M‘?‘?L >
_— ama RRpE
been held, .could easily be defined and set apa;;t to each }?uebm ' : ;}
Then, if there is any object in throwing open the balanee of the 3 CZD
r-:suervation, there could be no objection thereto. g

Youi-s respeetfully, 85
W . N et rw D
G
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