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Washingtm, b. C., 

November 15,  1893. 

The W onorab l e  , 

.The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C, 

S i r :  

My thanks a r e  due for the  notioe taken of my l e t t e p  

regarding the  Mokis. I d o  no t  w i ~ h  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a contro- 

versy with the Indian Off ice ,  f o r  I recognize i t  would be out A 
_<- 

of plaoe, and my i j t e r f e r e n c e  might we l l  be t r e a t e d  aa offi- 

cious. I should no$ have addressed you a t  $11, but from a con- 

v i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  presen* 

the Indiana,  were ac tua te  

was best  f o r  them unmoved by fanatdfism. I am s o r r y  t h e  Com- 

missioner f e e b  himself  obliged t o  aahere t o  t he  app l i ca t i on  
S 

of the al lotment law t o  t h e  Mokis. I f i rmly bel ieve  that 

law is no more applicable t o  t h i s  people a$ re$ards t h e i r  

towns and lands which they have always beld,, 

Shakers or o ther  c o m m i t  ies i n  t h i s  oountqy 

oomon. Such is the decis ion of our higHest 

than to  the  

owning l a n d  i n  

t r ibuna l .  I t  is  



s ingula r  t h a t  the Department should Sea k t s e l f  obliged t o  apply 

the law t o  the Moki, @kkebloa but not  t o  t h e  other  Pueblos. I waa 

aware, when I wrote, t h a t  by exeoutive order the rese rva t ion  ha* 

- been Beeignated f o r  tha Mokis. When E r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e i r  laads  I 
- - 

did  not mean a l l  those por t ions  of the publ ic  domain included i n  

.the boundaries of the rese rva t ion ,  but only t o  the  l and  which had 

been ocuupied and owned by the  hlokis before a govemiment of the 

United S t a t e s  was thought of. This included t h e i r  towns, t he i r  

surrounding. oraharda, f i e l d s  and pastures.  As remarked by the 

Supreme Court, the  p e a u l i p  s t a t u s  of these people was not affeot- 

ed by naming an agent  f o r  them. No more wqp it ohanged by the 

dleoSe;npttion of a r e s  bn. 09 aourse, what the govesamsat 
1 

I aqa3.d m a k ~  i t  cttWLd , and the  {eserva t i th  tas such was enbjeut 
I I 
f I 

> > 

1 --;; and- a t  the absolute diaposal of the g a s e r n - - -  

mnt. But the rights of thisgegpb a h t i d a i e d 4 t h e  annexatirm of the  
F 

oountry i n  which the Pueblos were s i t u a t e d  and were no t  ari.rred 

from our government but %ere guaranteed protecrtion by i t  when the 

country was acquired from Mexiao. Those r i g h t s ,  a s  regap& proper- 

t y  and ownership had been recognized hnd conhrmed &? the  Spanish 

utd  Mexican l a m .  ! h e  Pueblrp people were r ~ o t  t r e a t e d  by  the  former' 

sovereigns of the s o i l  as were t r e a t e d  ths mamkring w i l d  t r i b e s  

which surrounded the Pueblos. Thie was because they had a*ixed 



h a b i t a t ,  a f i r m  possess ion  of the  s o i l  and i t s  c o n t i n u a l  use ,whi l e  

t h e i r  a f f a i r s  were adminiq tered  by an  admirable l o c a l  system. By 

peaoe fu l  arts they  had a t d a i n e d  t o  a p o s i t i o n  of more than s e l f -  

i 
support.. The f a c t  that  foq s o  many c e n t u r i e s  they  should  have pre-  , 

as they were by war r ing  t + i b e s ,  is a 1. The Pueblo people  

are .  t he  only Indians  I am aware of who have sueceeded in s o l v i n g  I 
! 

t h e  struggle f o r  ex i s t encd  wi thou t  o u t s i d e  a id .  The l i f e  of  t h e  
I 

people  f u l f i l s  t h e i r  every  want. They have neve r  asked any th ing  

fmm our government, and if any people ought t o  be l e t  a lone  they  

are the Mokis. Right  dema ds th i s  and p o l i c y  s u g g e s t s  i t .  To t r e a t  4 them as oCher Ind ian  t r i b g s  a r e  t r e a t e d  would be deplorable .  To 

compel them t o  abandon t h  l i f e  which they have Yalways l e d  and t h e  

i 

t o  t h e  l e v e l  of o t h e r  Tnfdians; t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  and f i n a l l y  make 

paupers of them. There w/uld seem t o  be no o b j e c t  i n  d i r e c t i n g  
E 

a l l o t m e n t s  i n  s e r e r a l t y ,  j x c e p t  t o  conpel  the  Mokis t o  l i v e  u p m  

the  l a n d  s o  a l l o t t e d .   he rvcwed o b j e c t  of o f f i c e r s  of the  B&- 

eau i n  Arizona,  is t o  make t h e  Mokis d e s e r t  t h e i r  Pueblos and rS;s 

i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s e t t l e  upoltl t h e  p a r c e l s  of l a n d  q l l o t t e d .  A s  t h e  

people a r e  happy, contenthd and i n d u s t r i o u s  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s Q a t e  
% I 
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why disturb them; why &ompel them t o  ccl&@ence a new st rwggle  un- 

der difTqrent surroundin48 which with the most.ofaworable aircum- 
' i  

- must be en t i r e ly  dss t ruot i  
p + u  *. *.. .*-*- -%-,a, 

which they have hitherto1 been p r e a e ~ v e d .  If the Bureau bas bPerl 

inf omed tha t  thft "lllBntis o r  m y  cans i de rab le  er of them wish 

it has bee 

" Taut tha t  

their lands are and paroeled ou 

Then, i f  t h e r e  its any o b j e c t  i n  throwing open the  balance of the 
r; 

reservation, t h e r e  could be no objection t he re to .  

Youte respeot fu l ly ,  

L\I . 1 4 ~ . l ' l u ~ ~ p s .  


