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2 REPRODUCED FROM THE BOLDINGS OF THE

417-201

Fort Deriance, A.T.
February 235, 1804,

»

Mr. Iervert Velsh,
sceretary Indlan Rights Assooiation,
1305 Aréh St. Philadelpnia, Pa.
Dear Siri--

In reply ta your request of the 10th instant I have
the honor to statc thet, in rmy opinion, there should be no delay
in rondering assistance to the Navajoes, now that they arce 1h such
neéd, and show such a decided inclination to develop the agri-~
cultural rcéources of thoir Rescrvatién.

I work on the nroposod didches is inaywrurated and prosecu-—
ted vigorously thig spring considerable land should be under
ditell in tiro to plant gome crops the cordng season, and means
zhoutld he provided to onable the Indians to do so, But aside from
the land to bc brought under ditch In this way there ig abundant
opnortunity 1o use to great advantage the snall apgropriaiion
asked for.

Twelve niles nortnh of the Asency therce i1s a nalural reser-

voir, caliecd a lake but usually dry, into wnich a creek, which
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flows aﬁundantly in the spring, can be turned, Tilling tho roser-
voir with.a suprly of wator sufficient to irrigatc scveral thou-~
sand acreés of land and last until the rains vegin.
Forty miies nortn o thie Agenoy the Indians have a small
ditch, avout a mile long. This ditch,if enlarged,, as can be
done wiih Indian labor properly dirocted and supervised, would
serve 1o irrigate several hundred acres of Tine Tarning land.
Seventy miies north of the Asency Zlariso lreeX, a good
strong otrean, flowing all tho yoar, could be very readily o0

conductcd as to bring several hundrei acres of Tine farming land

i casg all thaet is needed is sonc one to gupervige
and dirvct the labor of the Indianr, the neceesary imslements,
fenecing to zroteet the crors, and 1h0 nocessary seods,
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dany similar opportunities exicy and i1t wouid, undoubtedly,
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ces are built, When it 14 seen what laborious work it is to bulild 'x‘
a Tence under these cirocumstances it is a wonder that any are €
built at all. )
The poverty of these Indlans at present is pitiable. They

have vecn considored sclf Bupporting but their means of supvort

hap decreascd until many of them are in g condition bordering

on. starvatvion.

Dolay of another year in assisting them will only acgravate - \

oo . this condition off affalrs. The causes wilch led to 1t are in- !

crcasing. They are, prineipally, tho cccuvation of lands adjoining _}

ﬁi%q the Rescrvation, by white setilerns, reducing tiho extent of their

0 grazing landa, the inercasc of thoe trive, the deotorioration of

their nerds from continued in-Lrocding and the low price of wool, pr
A great deal of supvort ic given the avajos vy the wﬁite

gettlers about the Reserration. If all the tared citizens of the
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United states wero taxced for the support of the Navajoes in the

same provortion that the setilors about ithe Reservation are taxed

in assisting to suprport ihem overy member of the tribe would be
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The trip of a party of the trive to Chicago brought a rovoe-
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hes aroused a goncral, carnest desirc to tako hold, to work, to
"take care of the earth",- as was rcmarked by fha paf’o:.', vhile
on the way to Chicago,-; "geg how the wnito men take care of the

earth, thoy have it all fencéd.a:nd cultivated",

ot only tho dis‘positi’on of th¢ Tedplo, bul the fa&t that
if asnailpted thc assistanbe wili be beneficial and be duly takeu
advantage of was shovm by theo incidert I relaicd to you a Tew
days ago, in tho case of ile man who lasl year was gssigted 1o
break ur and seed hig land and this year came bo dcpoait money Ho
purchase seed for ‘flio couling scason,

Freciﬁem apseals arc made to tecach thelr ohildren how to
read anc write, how to wofk, now to build housos, vwagons e,

Tho hcadwuen viaiting at the World's Tair were tashamed of
the lavajo hogan afteor seceing the houses built by and ocoupied by
tho wihite peoplo’.

Tiio attendance at tho bomrding school here is now 148, about
50 o more then ever before, amd overy ohiid has oithor bean
brought in by relativos or has come in voluntarily, instead of |
being brought in by policomen as herstofore.

All the assistance asked for is needed &nd sorely needed by
the avaios, but in view of the disposition now being shown by
thom, toward civilization, education, civilizing influonces and

puranites, it soewms to e that right, by, voliey, charity, 211
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demand that no time shiould be lost, no delay nadue in revdering
the Navajos all the aid necossary and overy Dospiblo encouyrage=

nent .,
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lst Lieul. 10th Infantry,

Actire Indian Apgent.

RIETRIH FE NRTATIY

VAV ESECLE

AT

-~




