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HOPI I N D I A N  RESERVATION 

D E S C R I P T I V E  H I S T O R Y  OF I R R I G A T I O N  

same g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  1540, a t  which t ime t h e y  l i v e d  i n  w e l l  

have been f o r  many y e a r s  a peaceful  people who devoted themselves 

to t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of s o i l s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them. The i r  v i l l a g e s  

are l o c a t e d  on high rock b l u f f s  and t h e y  farm t h e  lower l and  s u r -  

rounding t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  Coronado claims t o  have found them in  t h i s  

b u i l t  s t o n e  houses; c u l t i v a t e d  t h e i r  f i e l d s  of maize, beans,  peas,  

melons and pumpkins; and tended t h e i r  f l o c k s  and herds,  

The Hopis f o r  many yea r s  have taken advantage o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  

runoff f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  d i l i g e n c e  and s k i l l ,  Farm p r a c t i c e s  

perforce r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e y  p l a n t  t h e i r  c rops  i n  l o c a t i o n s  where 

good subsurface moisture  e x i s t e d  o r  where t h e y  could i r r i g a t e  them 

by spreading  t h e  f lood  flows without  the  b e n e f i t  o f  i r r i g a t i o n  

d i t ches ,  I n  t h e  Annual Report  of t h e  Commissioner of Indian  A f f a i r s  

f o r  t h e  year  1906, t h e  S ~ p e r i r ~ t e n d e n t  of t h e  filoqui School s t a t e d  

t h a t :  

"The Hopi is  t h e  "dry-farmingn e x p e r t  of t h e  world 
and h a s  been f o r  un to ld  ages.. The land  o f  h i s  
n a t i v i t y  f u r n i s h e s  i d e a l  cond i t ions  f o r  t h e  pro- 
duc t ion  of c e r t a i n  crops  by "dry-farmingn and t h e  
ages  have t augh t  him what crops and where t o  f i n d  
t h e  condi t  ions ,  I r  

The Annual Report of t h e  Indian I r r i g a t i o n  Serv ice  f o r  t h e  

years ,  1921 ana 1922 des ignated  t h e  Wepo Wash a s  an  i r r i g a t i o n  pro- 

j ec t  with a n  i r r i g a b l e  a r e a  of 750 a c r e s  of which 650 a c r e s  were 



being i r r i g a t e d  by  t h e  Ind ians  wi thout  canals .  By 1929 f loods  had 

washed away most of t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  p r o j e c t  works and some o f  t h e i r  

land, 

I n  t h e  n ine teen  t h i r t i e s ,  i r r i g a t i o n  works were con- 

s t r u c t e d  f o r  four  i r r i g a t i o n  a r e a s  on t h e  Hopi Reservation. These 

i r r i g a t i o n  a r e a s  and t h e  y e a r  works were c o n s t r u c t e d  a r e  a s  fo l lows  : 

Begashibi t o  193 4 

Lower Dinnebito 1937 

Jedd i to  193 9 

P h i l l i p s  Farm 193 9 

For a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  regarding  informat ion  contained 

abose, s e e  Annual and S p e c i a l  Reports of t h e  Bureau of Ind ian  Affairs. 

The a t t a c h e d  Table 1, g i v e s  a  summary of d a t a  on i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s *  





Area 

Begashibito 

Lower D inne; 
bit o 

Jeddito 

Ph i l l i p s  Farm 

A ~ a i l -  

s to rage  
water capo 

A c - f t ,  -- 
Cow Spgs. 25 
Mash 

Dinnebito None 
Wash 

Jeddi to  N o ~ e  
Wash 1 
Polacca 1.7 
IzTa s h'" 

Type of 
d ive r s ion  
s t r u c t u r e  

None 

Concrete 

Concrete 

Concrete 

- 

Date of 
r i g i n a l  
const ,  

[~ed,Gov,  : 
Year 

193b 

1937 

1939 

193 9 

Length I 
of ,Botton 

canal width 
Miles - F t  . 

roper7 
Water 
depth 

F t  , - 


