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Moquis Puenro INDIAN AGENCY, AR1ZoN,,
: e T Adngust 21, 1878,
complinnee with yonr civenlar-letter of July 1, T have the ionor to subinit
the following as my fiest annual roport of the condition of afluirs at this ngoney:

The ngeney was discontinued on the 1st of Oetober, 1876, and placed undor the super-
vigion of Mr. Alex: ¢ Tevineg, agent «F the Navajos,  Tho pnblic property belonging to

D AR

- tho ngeney was all disposed of b public anction 5 consequently, upon my arrival horo '

in February lust, I found nothing bt the empty buildings, and they were in a dilayi-
Aated condition, huving been oceupied in tho mean time chiefly by the Indians, Thoe
vomuleness of tho location from all kinds of snpplics makes inprovements gquite tedions
and oxpensivoe, , : N
During the month of Felbruary I visited their villages, seven rn nnmber, and wit-
nessed, by invitation, two of their important dances, the bean and corn danee, which
occur annaally to pleaso the (iroat Spivit so that he will send thom abundant cropy
during the coming season,  They are an exceodingly superstitiony people. T'heir vil-
Inges wre logated upon high blufly of rosk which rise fromvcight hundved Lo one thou-
- sand feot above the surrounding plain, and aveappronched only by navrow, precipitouy
pathways, over which they pael all the products of their farms, cither on heir haeks
or upon asses. I'heir wood und water ave also convoyod tn Lhe somo manner,  ‘Their
~ dwellings, nils of sandstono and wortar, are from bwo Lo four stovies high. "Cheir

rooms aro ontered fronm the top throvgh a simall apoerture by means of o laddor, which

is the only souvce thoy have of ventilation. : :

From tho census which was takon July 1, T find that therg wers 100 hivthy and only
4 denthis in tho st six villuges, being an incrense of nonrly 10 per cenb, in popntation
during the past yonr ; they now rumber LLI0, The Ovaibies still refuso to ho earolled,
Thoy have o populition of at least 650, making the toral popalation of the seven val-

" lages 1,790, :

After o eareful survey of the conniry, T have recommended the remaval of the Noyuis
ueblo Indians aud ugeney 1o somo point on the Little Colorado River between murid-
ians 110° and 1119, for the fullowing reasons: : -

st I'hat a snfiiciendy of good, arable lnnd, and water for irvigaking pnrposes, can ho
Biad for these Indians and also for opening an igdusteial school, which o bewade to
confribute largely to the support of said sehool and which envnot be had at ity present
Jocation, ‘ :

2, It wonld have a great tendency to Americanizo these Indions, by enconraging

them to open up scparate furing along the viver and to nbandon their superstitionsy
modes of lite and dress by being brought constantly in contact with the Americans,

.
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: durivg tho winley sensopn.
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£ . Gth. "The present agoney building is tahbe to Bo floaded ok tines daring the wel sea-
£ ‘ s Thwas all that we gonld do to save i6 (tom heing destroyed by the lools during

s T

' ST River, They wers Furming npon shaces with the Mormons,  The Mognis ave yearly

5 o " and tharoughly
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Wl T wondd save an expenso of several hindred dolars s yenr for earrying the mail
to present ngeney, . fen

e TEwonbd very materially reduco tha cost of teansportation of supplies, T i a
ditlienlt matler now to wol toamg Lo come into the prosent wgeney, nnd movy especially

e e

: ' . ‘ Hthe Tl Babor of crecting the haildings nnd making tho improvaments conld all ho
5 ' Cperlorined by the ndiang exeept a small portion of the earpenter work.  The Moduis
4 : e ool stone-nasony and thera is plenty of voek along the viver. Tha cost of erecting |
snitable huildings would nol possibly axeeed §5,000, ‘

some ol the beavy showers this nionth, Tt is loeated tn a caiion W miles in fength, U
miles |.l“nm ity hed, 150 feet: balow tho surfiaes of the sarronnding conntey, aud is (rom
oo Q00 Lo 300 yards in width,  Tho ageney, as now located, can very properly he com-

- © o pared ta e ingido walls of o prison yard 5 short eneves in thoe eaion obstruelitg tho

: o ' . View ab e distanes of ahont 300 yards abovo and 400 yavds helow bhe building; so Lhat

‘ e appearanes it is sneronnded by aluost perpendiealar Hlails of roeck 150 feat high,

C 0 Tthy Thew present modo of living, huddled in villages, each honse eonmmimicating

©owitlh the other, fnduees promiscuous interconess to suel an oxtonb that many arn

, ' afificted with venereal disensen, This evil ean only be vemedied by providing sep-

L < arada homes for eaeh family and eansing them fo live apart from each other,

. Theso Indinng have never been at wae with the Uoited States; have always been

[ friecndly with the whites, with fow axceptions, and consequently aro deserving of somo

L _ protection and veliel by fho government. They weee [ormevly tho possessors of all

. ethis conntbry, hat have heen deiven to their present loeation for delonse against {he
o s mere poverful teibes whe have sneeonnded e,

: The Moguis Paeblo Tndians are morve inelimed to devole themselvey to the entliva-
tion of tho soil than to pastoral puesnits, The Geming bands sorronnding the villaees
aroe barven aud undit for agrientturat pueposes, and bt Hiethe belter for geazing,  Pair

. ‘ o erops of corn, beang, melons, andssuashes ave prodoeed on an averasg of thives ont of

' L v ive yearss Less Lhan an average-crop ol corn aml ahont oneindl o cvap of heany,

o melong, and sgqunshes have been eaised tho past season by the almost anremicting hor

_ Sof the Indians of (his agency. A {he commeneement of spring the weafher was cold
- e and wet, and extremely, unthvornble to agricnlueal puranits, As soon as the corn first .
~planted appeaved above seonnd it was tolally destroyed by either frost ov inseets, and
“second pliting was devoured by calerpiblars as oot as towas o fow inelies higle; thus
rondering o thivd planting necessary inomast instanees, Lator in 1ha seiason o largo

pottion of tho fands under enltivation were overflowed with watee from (he more efe-

vithed copntry snrvounding it, which cansed the desirnetion of o considerabls pereent-

cago of the grawing crops. ‘The people of Tegque Villago have lost their entive erop,

‘with fow exceplions, s are anxious {or o changs of loeation, During the past yeiar

Cgnite nopumber of familics of Moguis have been engaged in eultivating wheat upon

. . o7 landy in proximity to tho ageney, hutl the rains and theads whieh ocenrred in Angust

i - materinlly injuved theie ervaps, about ane-third being lest thovehy,  Wheat was also

' ' sl by tone Bamilies of Moeuis ab tha Mormon settlements upon the Little Colorade

e e e St g e

K e C T extending the area of Bod planted by them, and e deficieney arvisivg lrom short
' : crops, does not, therefore, eanse any greab degreo of anfleving or want, Phe Moguis
Indians do not, liko most athor Tndians, vesist funovitions apovebhicie costoms and
Shabits; they seem exceedimely desivons of aequiring the white mans mode of faviming,
sxinnine and investiginto any new mannor of cultivating tho soil,
Plicre hias been no selroal in operation mmony Lheso Indians sineo Sepltembor, 1876,
They manifest o great desivo to havo theirehildeen edneated. They pnaranteo fo keep
from forty to fifty scholars in regnfar ntfendinceo at (ho bonvding sehool as goon nu it
shall b opened, “Uhoy also ask to havo a primary sebool openel in the second and
. fomrth vilhuees, sooas to nceonmmedale the smalfer ehildren of the six villages and theso
who will e deprived of tho advintages of the boarding sehiool by having obher dutiey
to pevform at home, [ ind aomacked difevenco between the youug men who attended
the boaeding shool which was in operation at this agency durtng the year 1375 and
part of 18706, in nanners, deess energy, &e. )
O 1 wonld vecommentd that six of the brizhtest Mognis boys, sixteon years of ago, he
~ send to n Stito novial schonl for fonr or five yoars, where they conld futve o e
est advantages for the Jeast amount of wonoy, I feel confident that they conld by
Chmaintained in many of the State normal schools for $200 each por year.  These yonng
S e upon their retarn would make competont teachers, ag they would understind hoth»
»TE S he Bandish and the Moguois langunges, and conld -bo employed by tho government,
S Speh asystem wonld certaindy do mneln towned edueating, eivilizing, and christinniz- -
ing these ludians, 0 0 00 L e o e
“ Hhere have heen uomissionaries nor any missionavy work attempted among the
diang that Pean learn ots = o0 o T e
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' » incident. thathing occuirred nmong theso Indinng of o serious natnre during
tho pust year was the murder of one and the wounding of another of their number by
1, 4 fonr Pi-Utes, whilo on a trading expedition to Saint George, Utnh,  ‘I'he Pi-Utes were
v arrested by the Mormons, turned over to the civil anthorities, and the leader of th
. party sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisomnent in the penitentinry. S
L ~. Yery respeciiully, your obedient servant, o e
L PTTs B L WM. R. MATEER,

AN N . ’ United States Indian cdgent.
 The COMMISSIONER 0F INDIAN AFFAIRS, e
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