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tir. Frederiok W. Ford
o/o Hen. J. Leo fsnkin
Aggistant Atlorney General
office of Logal Coungel
bepartwent of Justice
Kashington, 0. €.

Jaar Mre. Sordd

In your letter of iiay 8, 1956, replying Lfor Hon. J. Los Rankin
to ny lettor of 4pril 29, 19538, converning State of Apizona va,
State of Cslifornia, ot al., Mited States of Anerics, (nter-
venor, in the Suprewae Court of the United States, you state:

"plenaso be assured that the Attornoy General
L2 mindfald of the ipportant wator rightas of the
Indigng and indien Triues within the Colorado River
ianin, and that overy effort is being sads to develop
those righte Lo o conplete presentation te the Supreme
:, court, Ax a satter of faot, proparation of the affirue-~
( tive cage o helwll of the Iadions was fnitinted shortly
alfter the interveatlon of the United States in this 14iti-
gations This lateneive preparation is contisuing ad,
ve are gonfident, will result in the represontation of
tho Indians snd Indian Tribes to yousr satisfaction.®

I call your atteation to the fact that it is not thip 1;;;;;%5%
propvration whitch ig of such grave csonoern to us at this time. Lok
"rivate attorneys representiog I dien Tribes and interests with.
in the Colorado Aiver sinsin were given tiio assurances of this
initial proparation during ® cenference with ‘. lmnkin shertly
after “he United Ytatos intorvened in the litigation. Thasge
attorneys vere introduced to tr. Willien fl, Voeder as the attor- -
ney within the Departsment of Justice wiic vis and would be devoting
‘ a subgtantisl portion of hia time tovard fulfiiling the agsursucos. 1
These attorneys know of the employment of Np, €. . Southworth, a :
revognized wnter englaeer, to jather nesogsary ovidontiary matori-
al and to prepare to testify as an eéxperé on behslf of lndian rights..
It wus the understending of these attuneys that !r. Southworth vag
e?p}oyg;i by the Department of Interior to work with the Repartment
of Justice, :
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A tiue pagsed, iowever, the writer ond other attornoys vere
ddgturbed by the apparent lack of cooperation and coordination
betwean the Department of Justice and the epartoent of the
interior. ixports ouployed Ly lhe department of tho Interiox
244 not aecm to he in touch with atlornoys who were propuring
ho case. iloth Lepartzouts were aware of the foellnzs of
Indiang and represcntaiivog of indians in this regard. [ast
year, the Natlonal Congress of werican Indiang in its con-
vention unanizsously pasaed thie following resolution:

e

» Yhorocas wator rights of all Indiang within the
“Coloprnde Livar ‘asia are direotly or indirectly ia-
volvead and may boe affocted by the case of ¢hio State of
Arizong v. s tate of California, ot al., hearing ¢.10
original, in the »upreme vourt ol the nitod States; and

Whoreas full aud propor protection of these Indian?
rights necognitates oxtrencly olegse coaporation botween
the Jepartment of Justice, tho lepartinent of the Interior,
and attorneys represcating these indians; and

Whereoas hocause of {rictloa whici: scems to oxist
between the aopartmont of tho Intorior and Tie Jopart-
ment of Justice, 1t ls Cearod tihnt tuese Indian rights
will not Le fully and adequately protectod and thmd sucis

-righits npy be logh to preseat and luture gonerationg of
the ladian people: ‘ow, therefore, Lo Lt

dosolved by tiw ational Jongrazs of American Indians
at the 12th annuai_ convention agsemdled at Bpokpne, lash.,
That the lonorable iorbert rownell, Attornoy Goneral of
the nited States, and the Lonorable -lenn L. (mmons, Cog-
piggionor of Igdian Affairs, beo, and they are bersbty re-
questod to confer and coordlaate the work and efforts of
tholyr reapectlve itepsrinents to the ond that water rigits
of Indians within ¢ho area covered by the Colorade llver
watorshad will bo fully and adequatoly protected in the
case of State of Ardzons v. State of California nowv pend-
ing in the suprese Courd of the inited sStatos; bo it
turther ‘

nesolvod, That suck: coordinatel work aiad offorts bo
carriod to the oxient that cach: individual Indisn water
right within said azres be so protected aud upheld that
oach individual laoddan or group of Indians will recoivoe
all of" tho water to woleir they are legally wd ecquidadly
ontitlad. "

vet even today, ne one cutside ho leparinent of Justice-~not
oven the (nited States suprexe tourt aster--knows tho Govern-
ment's theory of the cas@. Thia closely guarded secret cannod
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Mr. iredorick W. Cord

ho kept from the Court and otlhiers for leng wmiless it Lo true
that the case is in laot not propared and tho Indian intoreosts
ara not to be represonted adequately.

de. Willlam i, Veodor, whom we vere zivon to understand uns
tharoughly vorsed in tho law and facts juvolved in the litiga-
tion, has, wo understand, lately Loan superseded by attorners
with little or o cxperiwice i1 wegtorn water litigation,

e ©s e Bouthwortl, nfter yoars of doing his beat, with
vigrtanlly no instructions, to propare tho necessary informaticn
for Justice, has, we understand, Leen supplanted Ly vew uen.

Yo believe tiat neitlior atloraneys itor export witnessos can preseat
a satier of this napitwdo falrly to the Court without thorough
preparatiorn.

Yo pay be in orror (and, indeed, hope that wo are), but it ap-

pears to us that those who wore or might be adegquately propared
nave beont “dupped®, ilxo new reoplacegsents, ovon though able and
sincere non, ¢an scarely bope to de an adegaste job within tLe

tine avallabla. :

The trial is to beglin on June 14, 1083, Uxports having a thor-
ough knowlodge off the lidtigntion should be thon prepared to cross
oxamine and otherwilse prrotect Indlan righte. le are convinced
guchi is not tho case.

porgonal conflicts, polivical disputes and all othnior differecnicoyn
ghould bo 1ounodiately cast agsida ln order that tho Lnitoad States
of America may in thiz case adequately reprogent and protect
Indian riglits and intorests. , ’ *

We urgontly and respect{ully request that the attornay General
and the sacretary of the Interior immeiintely call for a con-
forence neoting of’ all tiwse within tie lepartment of Jusitico

and tho Jgpartuent of ti:o Interiar wiio have in tho past or areo
now working on the Indion phase of tho litigation} asnd that thero
bo Lnoluded in thisg conf"arcnce the private attornays or othoer
roprosetatives of tho Indians and Indian tribes invelved,

) ¢
Very iruly yours,

GOX D CaX

Ze Sinmpsonn Cox
245Gttt

Sonator larpy Goldwmtor

congressunan Jolm Je Hbodosy
songressoan Stewart L. Udal)
tion. lie ' 2. ilon, J. Reuel

Commipslonor
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