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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ¢

Mr. Ralph M. Gelvin
Axrea Director
Phoenix Area 0ffice

Dear Mr. Gelvin;

We are in roceipt of your letters of March 20 end March 23
which transmitted rospectively "Revised Phoenix Office Druft March
20, 1953", of tabulated "Swmmary = Surface Water Right Claims for
Indian Irrigation Projects, Lowor Colorado River = Great Basin® and
bound sets of data sheets relating to such Indian irrigation projects.
Subsequently by letter of April 2, from Consulting Ingineor Southworth
we recelived his draft of "Sumwry of Surface Water Right Clains for
Indlan Irrigation Projects for Colorado River = Great Basin® together
with copy of letter of lMarch 20, 1953 from Superintendent Stewart and
Engineer Farnell to Arsa Dircctor Gelvin, The work has been well
prepared and we thank both tho Avea Staff and Mr, Southworth for the
time and patience devoted to the essignment,

We have again discucsed the matter with members of the legal
Branch and we request that your office now collaborate with Mr. South-
worth in the preparation of & final draft of "Swmmary = Surfacs Water
Right Claims for Indisn Irrigatlon Projects, Lower Colorado River -
Great Basin" and submit it as soon as it can be compiled, The draft
should be revised in the following manner, S

~ (1) Arcas now being irrigeted and ultimate arcas propssed for
drrigation solely from ground water developments to be excluded irom the
tabulstion with a footnote ozplaining that fact, . This will have the
effoct of eliminating itom 5-A, 9=A, 11=A, Li=A and 22~A from the Phoenix
Offlice druft, After this assigmment has boen completed, however, we
should 1ike to have a tabulation by project, of acreages presently irri-
gated and acreages proposed for ultimate development from grownd water to
supplement data for the suit and alsd for use in connection with the
present underground water controversy.
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(2) 1Items such as 5 and 12, (Phoenix Office draft) and 13
(Southworth draft) desigpated as "temporarily supplied in whole or in
part with ground water" shculd be included in the tabulation,

(3) Despite my letter of March 16, 1953 to Mr. Southworth it
hag besn decided that the tabulation of figures under the heading
"Present" should reflect acreages that can “e served with existing
facilities, or that have & past irrigation history, It appears that it
may serve to weaken the claim to indicate only acreages that have been
irrigated during a particular season which may be affected by drought
or other unusual conditions, Upon receipt of your final tabulation we
will correct sheet (1) of form A=l relating to item No. 6 reading ‘
"Present" to correspond with the figures indicated in your tabulation.
It is sugpested that you also correct figures in the bound oopieu that
you have retained in your office.’

We have decided to submit figurcs for the Colorado River
Project as indlcated on both tabulations, namely an ultimate area of
100,000 acres of river bottom lands and 19,000 acres of Mesa lands.
In connection with item 10, San Carloes Preject we question the figure
of wltimate annual diversions of €03,300 acre feet annually, The
project was désigned on a basis of €0,000 acres to be supplisd from
surface water ana 13,000 acres to ba supplied by pumping. It appears,
- therefore, that the annual diversion should be based on service to -
80,000 acros and the annusl stream depletion would be correspondingly
affected, I assune, moreover, that historlcally it has not been -
possible to divert 603,000 acre feet from the Gila River in any one
year since the mception of the project.  We belleve that appropriate
footnotes should be included for Fort Yuma s ltem 22 and Cochella Valley ,
dtem 23 in California; and Fort Yuma,item 26 in Nevada indicaeting that
the water claimed and used for Indizux lands are actually or will bLe
supplied throuch Bureasu of Reclamation facilities so that there will be
no duplication by the two Burcaus on these items, The Lsgal Branch has
recommended that footnote (1) "Perfected right apportionment® and (2)
"Storage apportionment" appearing on the Southworth draft be eliminated,

. . ¢ -

We have decided to retain item 25 "Chemehuevis" for 1 ,000

acres nltimte es appearing under the Area Office draft.

If thera ers any questions recarding the preparation of the
f£inal draft please phone me or submit them by air mail as soon as possible,
I am forwvarding a copy of this letter to Consuliing Ingineer Southworth
at his home addressa,

Sincerely yours,
o ASgd) Wi L Milier

P ,
Southworth / W. L. M4
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