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,Navajb Agency.

Fort Defiance,. Arizona, July 5, 1895.

 Commissioner of Imiian Affairs,

' wéshiugton, D.C.y

Sive

I have the honor 1o report %hat the authorities of coqontno
county, Arizona, have c&]..lcd upon me ta iurn over to them e Navajo
Indien named Chat-choso, Tor trdal under sn indictment for murder,

I have had .srr. %hoemaker the Tuba, citv farner, make o full
investigation into the circumstances of this case, mnd it is my
opinion, formed fai‘ter 2 careful exeminatinn of many gtatements inv
writiz}g él)taizxed by Nr. Shr;emaker, that a fair and impartial trial
will i*esu.Lt, in the acquittal of the accused, vho 13 ocharged with
the murder, two Years sgo, of one Lot Smith, & Mormon .residing in
ﬁhe vicinity of Tudba 6ity at the iime of hia death. The disputes
beiween the Tnilans and Movmons over Land on - he ‘.x{fm,n--du_ui' wash
probﬁbly have sc.meth'ing to do with the prosegution in this case,
for at the time of the killing the Mormong are roporied to have
expressed graat satisfaction at the teking-off of one of their
number whe wag leared by all the zfe..-m. Q11 é\ccmmt .ot‘ nis violsut

tomper and quarrelsowe disposition, It is very desirable, Lo my
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opinion, ‘that t‘his'.c'sase' should he scttled: éccord'i-ng.to l;ts true '
merits; but Chat-chose not unreasonably is apprenensive of the
result of & trial in a Mormon stron'ghol;}' .like Flagstaf?f, the
county scat. He expresses n. w‘ill_ingness' to stand trial if ﬁm
Agent and . Shoemaker will moccompany him and lLook after his:

| mtercstm The court meets next montk, and I respectfully ask

thet T be pemitted to go to Flegstaff ta see that Chat-choss .

i3 properiy def’ended :md that ‘he recaives 8 faip iriel ;. and also

“thet I be pormitted to take Mr, Shoemake?‘ g an 1nterpmtcr v.(th

me. If payment can possibly be wede for tLhe £érviguy of 8 oompe-
tent .‘Lawyer I request authority to:employ ong, yathor than to

have to rely upon some ilnexparivndsd yowu; mal appus,ntoa by the

court, - .

¥ am, very respectfully,

Your Abedient sexr
4 .

/O
oaptailn 7th Infontry,

Act ing Ageunt.,
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