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unued Statea Indian Service ‘

Polacca. Ariz. ; . R
: Augl_lﬂﬁ.va% 1929:

upt. So.. Navajo. Agency,
Pt Defiance,,Arizona. .

Dear Mra Kuntert

- %ferring to our ,recent convareation. 1t would -'seem to mo, tha.t
th8 generai reservation obnd:ltiona are about as follows: - )

‘J‘ust at the presant we are Hesged. with somathing near a normal
-gronth of grast as comparsd with'a gro#th of a few years ago, which is-
_ the fitBt normal growth of Orommar grass, (which ie thé mein dependabdle
‘forags for - s'cock growing in the Nave..‘!o country) for the past threo or-
four years. . :

‘ft 18 well understood that thie country has suffere& ‘From o 1ack
of precipitation for- the past few yoars, which is belleved' ‘to be what -
1o knom as the last half of a cyolé; as oir weathey-recordd will ehow -
- that the' seasons run {r;cycles from the wottost to the dryest, covaring
a period averaging teAto twélve years in lengths It is ho be hoped .
_that wb ‘are, or soon will be able {o enjoy a-greater precipitatidn in
- accordenice with the coming of - the: last half of tha cycle assuming that
‘we havo passed the pea.k of the dry perlods o
: Even though we may expocb more precipitation in the fut ;and
‘a groater growth of forage, it would be dangerous:for ue to- take for/

* grented that the present emount of stock now renging.oi the Navajo o
‘regaryation can be.with safety-maintedned -indefinitely, as-the. range 1
btaclig1 :veretocked -and 19 being depieted vrlth an alaming d.egreb of

. \rapi ¥ : . N .

S There appears bto be buh few people who realize ‘the sgdmonasa
‘ of this to the Navaje peopte, thete ave many things whicRj8ombindng
thtiair f::rcee 1n'destroying the range'for stook growing purposes ab -

“'followst . . .

R

I e Overgrozing Hat the bad ai‘fect of nob y eatitiy
the graaa to ‘& 'point . where it de. not allowed to develop swed atid-
‘aubonatidally ‘teproduse itdelf, but is tromped out in many. piued

the’ thtifal dod in even destpoyed, and the place of. {he opigiral graes
i partly or wholl dispiaced by & plant -which has’ , jad

" grow. und:lsturbed/{ﬁeré*t Q.nally tekes the onH.re control of ‘the
overgrazed aeotion. ~ v
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. .gxac.'.—-ﬁte dzrastatic- By m-g.:“dng uz,:ses = ther \'erf écs.m-“ire
elemt £z w=en tEe szface is rartly o c:mla.eh' tare, ikere is mcitirg
" to reterd tte flow of reic wzter, elc., . fkcrefore ihe degzwes of pereirciien
of mofstore is mch less tzem wocld Be wrder mormsl comdifisrs, for instadce -
At wsuld be reesczable to exsect molsitre to rezetrite to a 2eEiR of Swenbp-
four to. talriy-six inches, prﬂvlded tke ncrral growit exteted,lnt to de‘nlm
211 of the.nmaturel sprigs e=d btuild sorfece resecvelrs of mfficie: size -
to insire percerent water fro= -szason 0 seasen, and Is ad31tden fo ...i’s drily
‘%0118 were possitle with a view of mexing the entire ra..ge of the ¥awajo. - -
‘country epailsble for grazirg, ard even if 1t 1s possible to get x:c..s:,‘ Eth”
wiich todo tRis h:creasea worz , wo will still te & lorg weys stort of

.+ fhcdett grazirg area tocalnteln even the mesent muder of siock in the

" future, for tke reasoa that 1t 18 a well Xxowmn fact that dcrirg the
eighteen yoors. the stock has increased to a point wihere the Indlans
' s81ling armually - tore sheep ard cattle than oxisted all ‘together on

e

Therefoxe thei'e ﬁhmﬂd be a cafeful plan woriked out to ccntixme he .
water. development in places whbre there 1s feed, and a thoroughly organized
system of sclentific mpervision of grazing shd the movement of stock.‘

. Attor we have reached this fact. it only requiree the uab of a- fen .
" figures to show that with the present rate of deteriorztivn to. our grazing
. 1anddy 4t v111.ve only a few years until the Navajo country will be reduca&
to what is khown 48 & bad 1and, and vhen this is done and the problem of
re~geedily and restoring the natural grasses hocomes necessery, it will be
found exceedingly difficult (1f at all possible), and the great rescurce .

_of the Mavajos will be ruined and the real Indien probdlem begun., This =
. fiay seem pepsimistic; tut when you teke so many acres of grazing land end
nllow the hecessaty acteage for each enimal, and divide that by forty
thousatid tnddans, you will sddhow mmy sheep or fattle it is.possitle tor
- ‘each-Idlan- to havd; then ask yoursdlf how much higher an ambition it 18 -
pobaibio to maintain above' the présent civilizatlon with this &s a resource,

Bome of these etatements may deem’ to peop‘bu who have not been :
¥ familiar with reservation cohditions over & pordod of poveral years, as
_being far fetchied or of £ hand conclusions, but I am sure judging from

past eighteen yeats of climatic coriditions, and asstmitig that it ip unsafe '

~ to expect migt.materdal change 8f climtic conditions, wehad better conform.
- %o our axparience .0f the past and msks the necessary plans ‘to. safe-guard
the ‘renge 1 ‘every way possible, by inureaeing the valus afid’ breed of
“attdmals rather than increasing mumbers, developing water in plocew where
needed to make 611 grazing land avallable,also sjpervising the movoments
e ud graszing of Btock, end male every sffort to get more lend from the
 Pyblic Domadn adjacent to reservatiohs, such as blocking together railroad.”
+1and and Public Domaln, similar to the plax; already ueed w some of the

v

C . . -l-

. Ae to tha wa‘oer development program, much can be done_to further

) pbotec& the grazing countty, but the process is rather ‘slow, and much of -

" the couhéry will contihue to saffer from congested conditions,; ‘until.more -
fundq cmi be he.d to carry on: {;he development to those abova mentioned d_ig{;rictg.
e“ : /J L
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© % ¥ e préblen now appears to-be a mabtter of malnbelifing the e.mciiht}tﬁey D

|, todched a mbfketable ags, thus relieving the range of -ery. unecessary increase. - -

. Yation;. whicH deprives them of the use of eny eppropriation by Congress to

“x

o -'Aisbo*jth‘ere‘é.ra'méw;igd'.iané who 'w’e,'r'e unfortunate enough to be living -

L oh Byblde Domednt prior to the establishment of Indian reservation, and therefors

- reparvation lines mppeated to be established leaving them out of the reser =

"y . .
. NN -

. 'be used on Indlan ;jeaervg'{:ions. -

. Thse people are vty tuch in need of assistance along water “‘dé'irehl'op'rient"’ el
- line# and since they are not entitled to ‘eny benefits from the appropriation . - .
- pade for ths benefit of the Navajo couniry, therefore-in-order to protect the -

" Ipdlans now established on the reservafion from an dnflux of Ipdians from . -

*. commnities, such as the Navajos residing outside.of the Reservation at' Rgmah,
‘Oanyon Ceto; Perdo Ceto énd other places; 1t will be-well to work out.a.program .
_bimilar to the waber and grazing development on the Nevajo reservations, 4n - '*.3
~otder to, prevetit the atove mentimned infiltration from the out-lying trives.

. 'j 1t is ﬁéi.l'to x;ememb,ef"thatifiidr to 19»10> there was no .ywét‘et;.d"eveloiinen(.; .

" votk done in'the Navejo cowitry, the Indians being dependent on the\few natural = -

r

.. ‘watering placen; including & few unleveloped springs and water boleg, it was .

" perfectly hatutal that when the Iydian herds was favored with a fow favorsble ’

goagons, that thelr herds would increase considerablp, and whon a dry perled.
exigted their herds would naturally perish down to.an equal to the water avall-
gble, this wis taken.by the Ipdiens as an unaboldable condition, and but 1ittle .
vad said aboitt 4t, later pH as morg and pure water was developed they.could see’
the possibllity of safely incremsing their herd, and ns more germanent water .

wes developed they took adventage of 4t, and through the emncouragement and_‘h_elp‘ S

recoived from thedr different superintendents they have both improved the-
‘gredd” of tholt stock and the, numbers to.a point, that at least is approaching
the 1indt as atove étateds = - L ' e o

\

- Havs with & cateful system of selling it ae soon as poséible after it has

" The wotthlessriess of. burros and horses is.fairly well wnderstood by -tfe

R Tddbhe, as all superintendents have made a stremuous effors. to free -the.

fovorvation of these animals.. . O .
© 1 have tried to nekb plain that regardloss of how much water cen be.
developed or how much.more valuable en individual anlmal cen be made, &° - -
civilizatiom ‘dependent on this stock country as a main resource for existence,

catt not ‘be expected to rel#e a mich higher plain of civilization than now ..
~oxistey ahd any talk of the Indiang being in possesaion”of more land than -

"= the} are’ nsin'gvi"g slmply an urfounded statements .

) .
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v (Signed) A, H. Womack “°
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