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NAVAJO
Tort Defiance, A.T.
Degembayr 29, 1083.

Hon. Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington.
Siri--~ '

I have the honor to roequest that you will inform me
whether therec are 'any.funds available, or if not if there is
'any prospect orveecuring.a special appropriation for the pur-
chase of wagons,.scrapera,_plows, wire Tonee and .alfalfa seed
for the Navajos this year, |

“If ditchos are constructeq,as appropriated for last year,
‘some provision should be made to enable the Indians $0 make
use of the water after the oompietion of the ditches,

These Indians are too poor now to buy anything. They cannot
buy the necessaries of life.

Therc is a strong desiro amongst them now to improve their

:land and. to make some sffort towards improving thelr pastures.

“Pheir grazing lands ars in very poor eondition and complaintn

are continuaaly made about their trespasses on the lands off of

the Reservation with their floeks.

‘A strong complaint comes in tonight from the Atlantie and

'Pacifio Rajlrvad, 10t only that the Navajos are oécumying lands
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Hon- CO. 0? In A. "2"'.

granted to the railroad vut that settlors will not buy or use
ﬁﬁo‘landa of the railroad compary while Indians are ocoupying
the agjoining lands, I know this to be the case, Evory session
of tho Legislature of Arizona 'passes resolutions vrging that
the YNavajos be kopt on their Reservation..

The Keservation and the Indians arc 80 impoverished that it
is not vrrasticeble 1o hold them all on the Reéorvation as
things are at present, ospccially on the south and wost, but
1 belicve that if the water of the streams and springs on the.
Reservation were .doveloped,as thoy may oasily go.and the In-
dians assisted to,and encouraged in improving their pastures
and cultivating farms it would result in their all comingc to
the Reservation,and if tho Resorvation were extended and en-
larped by the extending it to the Little Colorado river on the
west and making the southorn line an extencion of the Llloqui
Reservation,I believe that the whole tribe could be induced
without difficulty to oceupy only thoir own lands,

If a liveral arpropriation ean bo secured for tho purohasc
of agrioultiural imploments( plows, pulverigers, sorapers,
vegons, wiro Tonce and secds) and three br four Additional
Farnurs cmployed, for the season a great deal oould be done

this,yaar,even if the rrovosed ditohes should not bhe ecomsleted,

«3f these.lndians arg ot natorially assiaﬁéd th1c.yaar'amd;'i Lk
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