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This  w i l l  acknowledge r e c e i p t  of a n d  thnnk you f o r  your l e t t e r  of  October  
28th with n h i a h  you s e n t  a  memorandum p r e p a r e d  by Commissionor Rhoads of t h e  Offioo 
of I n d i a n  A f f b i r s  and  i n  your l e t t e r  you asked  for f u r t h e r  oommonts. 

F i r s t ,  regard ing  t a x a t i o n  of l ands  p u r c b s e d  by t h o  United sixitas i n  t ru s t  
f o r  t h e  Navajo t r i b e .  It i s  our  unde r s t and ing  tha t  t heso  lands  a r c  purchased with 
t r i b a l  funds.  The S e o r e t a r y  of  t h e  I n t e r i o r  has  ~ t a t o d  t h a t  ho d o s i r s o  the  I n d i a n s  
to assume t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  c i t i z e n s h i p .  Wo know of no b o t t e r  way t o  oduoato 

. . 
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t h e  Indian t o  assrune such r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a n  t o  lmve him beoome a &x payor,.,:,;;i3.. :,;..;;I 
There i s  no q u e s t i o n  regard ing  t h e  f a a t  t h a t  the Navajo Indian  i s  an a s s e t  as u;6;;i- . " * ' ?  

pared w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  t r i b e s  of 1nd io .n~  and  f o r  t h a t  reason, we boliove, the Navajo 
people a r e  worth he lp ing  i n  n manner t h a t  w i l l  place thcm on t h o i r  wm f e e t  and 
have them assurne some of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of citizenship, 

'...' 
. . . . 

Second, gra  .:inp, o f  sheep and c a t t l e  on t h e  Nnvujo Honurvation. We %re 
e l a d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  p l a n s  a r e  undor way f o r  ranee management alone; conso rvn t ion  l i n e s .  

a plnn  may bc oomprchensive and based  on a  s c i e n t i f i c  survey  and 
Ind ian  Super in tendents .  The pas t  h i s t o r y  o f  the reaer -  

a s  t h e  graz ing  on a c o r t a i n  uren h9s des t royed  . t h e  forage, 
of endeavoring t o  improve tho o ld  and we h o p  that t h i s  

Third, t h e  po l i cy  of a l l o t t i n g  N a v a j o  Ind iuns  on t h o  Publ ic  Domain. Our 
was n o t  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  Ind ians  who have a c t u a l l y  s o t t l o d  upon 

land, acqui red  und improved same, a l t hough  i n  such c a m s ,  i n  l i n o  wi th  
ur d e s i r e  t o  e s t a b l i . s h  t h e  Indians  a s  citizens, w e  would urge  t h n t  I n d i a n s  should 

e  a d v i s e d  t o  f i l e  homesteads and a c q u i r e  th0j . r  l ands  i n  t he  sumo manner t h a t  any 
o t h e r  s e t t l e r  would do. Our prinrnry o b j e c t i o n  i s  t o  t h o  po l i cy  boing follo7:od Iy 
o f f i c e r s  o f  tho Ind inn  i l c p r t m c n t  i n  c o n s t a n t l y  u rg ing  t h e  Nuvaju Ind ian  t o  f i l e  a l l o t -  
ments on new l a n d s  und  ir, t h i s  way, c o n s t u n t l y  cxtund t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  Such a c t i o n  
wns urged upon t h e  Indiuns  by t h e  A l l o t t i n g  ir,;ent t ~ t  t h e  Nuvajo Council. 

Conmissioner Rhonds r e f e r s  t o  t h o  fact t : : n t  ncurly a l l  of t h o  Navajo Indians 
3 . i d . n ~  off o f  t h e  r o s e r w t i o n  nre  w i t h i n  t h e  

I 

t e r r i t o r y  enlbrucod i n  the  Sant;a Fe land a 
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grant.  hlmy of our members a r e  loas ing from the  r a i l r o a d  oompany t h e  odd m o t i o n s  
of land in'oluded wi th in  t h e i r  grant. There a r e  n l a r g e  numbor of allotrr,enta upon 

r'l m, 

whioh no Indian hus s e t t l e d  or made improvements but  at; seasons o f  t h e  year  when !5 I 
-4 - 

t h e  g r a s s  i s  good they d r i f t  across such l a n d s  a s  a r e  loused by the stoakmen, us- 

i P i n g  t h e i r  al1o.tmen.i; i n  the township as an exouse f o r  appropriat ng both t h e  grass  and ,- 
-t;he improved wa te r s  of  the ~ + ~ c h o n  i n  t h a t  t e r r i t o r y .  This has .resul-t;ed in:a ser ious  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  the  range ana eonsequont erosion.  t 8 I 
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If t h e  Publia Domain i n  t h i s  area oould be returned t o  the s t a t e  and leased 

beoause t h e i r  l easee  with t h e  s t a t e  and r a i l r o a d  would enable them so t o  do. If the 
i Y- t o  t h e  a.$ookmen under s t a t e  l eases r  they  would be a b l e  t o  fence and p ro tec t  t h e i r  range 

7 

polioy of a l l o t t i n g  is cons tan t ly  urged upon tho Indian it w i l l  be impraotiaable to I 

a e k e  any p r o h o t i o n  even though t h e  Publia Domein in t h i s  area  may be returned to 
' ' 

the states. 
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I, . ~' .'.. ' . . . . . . .  . : You w i l l  a p p r 9 i a t ; q  t h a t  our protest  i s  not direoted a$ a l la&tn~ . .~h i~ ,h ' ,  i' . . , 
J 

. . .  
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.',.upon new illotmenthlooated many d l e s  from the r o s e r v a t i m  n h i o h r i l l  :be u t i l i z e d  as .- I: 
we have 'outlined above. 

The undersigned r e s i d e s  w i t h i n  the  area  mentionod and is e n t i r e l y  famaliar 
w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and we a r e  urging t h a t  t h s  p r a c t i c e  of the- .Indian h p a r t m o n t  of 
importuning t h e  Indians  t o  r e a c e c u t  and seoure by a l lo tment  every acre they can ba- 
f o r e  t h e  lands  a r e  returned t o  Che s l a t e s  i s  wronp: as the p rac t i co  w i l l  be d o s t r u u t i v e  
of t h e  ob jeo t  which you are  desiring t o  aacomplinh. 

- 

As r e s i d e n t s  of  Viestern Now Xaxioo, a l a r g e  number .of our manbe:a aro daep- a ,. ; 
ly i n t e r e s t e d  i n  this 's i tuation and i n  t h e  Lntereet of oonservation, we tee1  tha%, . tba$&.  : 
a o t i o n  whioh i s  being thken i s  not  i n  acoordanoe w i t h  t h o  p o l i c y  which you have out- 
l ined.  

Thanking you f o r  your kind cons ide ra t ion  of our l e t t e r  and reso lu t ion ,  we 
rema in 

Yours very t r u l y ,  


