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‘Honorable Roy Lyman Wilbur,
‘The. Seoretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. €

B Dear nr. Wilbur:

N

This will acknowledge receipt of and thank you for your letter of October
28th with which you sent a memorandum prepared by Commissioner Rhoads of the Office
of Indian Affairs and in your letter you asked for further commentse

First, regarding taxation of lands purchised by the United States in trust
for the Navajo tribe. It is our understanding that these lands are purchased with
tribal fundse The Secoretary of the Interior has stated that he desires the Indians
to assume the responsibilities of citizenshipe We know of no better way to educate

i the Indien to asswae such responsibilities than to have him become a tax payere .. - {
" There is no question regarding the fact that the Navajo Indian is an asset as som=
pared with all other tribes of Indisns and for that reason, we believe, the Navajo
people are worth helring in a manner that will place them on their own feet and
have them assume some of the responsibilities of citizenship.
. ;

Second, gra.ing of sheep and cattle on the Navajo Resecrvatione. We are
glad to learn that plans are under way for range management along conservation lines.
We hope that such a plan may be comprehensive and based on a scientific survey and
he individual Indian Superintendents. The past history of the reser-
vation is/that as rapidly as the grazing on a cortain area hes destroyed the forage,
are sought instead of endeavoring to improve the old and we hope that this
may be/corrected.

Third, the policy of allotting Navajo Indians on the Public Domaine Our
obfection was not directed at the allotment of Indians who have actually settled upon
a ftract of land, acquired and improved sameo, although in such cases, in line with

ur desire to establish the Indicns as citizens, we would urge that Indians should

e advised to file homesteads and acquire their lands in the sume manner that any

other settler would doe Our prinary objection is to the policy being followed by
officers of the Indian Jepartment in constantly urging the Navajo Indian to file allot-
ments on new lands and in this way, constuntly extend their territory. Such sotion
was urged upon the Indians by the Allotting Apent ut the Nuvajo Councila

Commissioner Rhoads refers to the fact t:at nearly all of the Navajo Indians
living off of the reservution are within the territory embraced in the Santa Fe land
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grante Meny of our members are leasing from the reilroad company the odd sections

of land included within their grante There are a large number of allotments upon
which no Indian hus settled or made improvements but at seasons of the year when

the grass is good they drift across such lands as are leased by the stockmen, us-

ing their allotment in the township as an excuse for approprintikg‘ both the gress and
the improved waters of the stockmen in that territory. This has' resulted in. a gserious
deterioration of the range ana eonsequent erosion,

If the Public Domain in this srea could be returned to the state and lensed
€7 £o the stookmen under state leases, they would be able to fence and protect their range
bacause their leases with the state and railroad would enable them so to do. If the
polioy of allotting is constantly urged upon the Indian it will bs impracticable to

‘gecure any proteo’cion even though the Public Domein in this area may be returned to
R ‘bhe states. R ‘

t ..'
'v Ly

You will appreoiate that our protest is not directed at. allotmenta whioh
‘ have ‘heen eatablished fors Indians. who haye;settled and aoquirad.,poueasigﬁ“by aqtunl ‘
sidence,, b '

-upon new ‘allotménts located many miles from the reservation which will ‘be utilizod as
we have outlined aboves

The undersigned resides within the area mentioned and is entirely famaliar
with the situation and we are urging that the practice of the-Indian Department of
importuning the Indians to reach cut and secure by allotment every acre they can be~
fore the lands are returned to the gstates is wrong as the practico will be destrustive
of the object which you are desiring to accomplish.

As residents of Western New Mexico, & large number of our membe.s are deep-

action which is being taken is not in accordance with the policy which you have out-
lined.

Thanking you for your kind consideration of our letter and resolution, we
remain

: Yours very truiy,

NEW NEXICO WQO s$' SOCIATIOI
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0t the “praotice’ of irging the Tndian to ailot o new lands and file - "

ly interested in this situation and in the interest of conserwvation, we feel that thej; ‘? -
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