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. the attached letter from ¥r. Floyd W. lee, Presidont:
Few Mexiso Wool Growers' umhtim,ud the uomlgga' .
afopted by that umhnon. vas referred to M by your ® .
Ostobder 4, 1089,
rehttn 30 -the land 'sed ‘stosk sattars of the xtmnjo
attut tho tax hybrb ot m ucxxeo. ‘

'thn yurckanﬂ bymmm summm motm v
Iniianse is not fair to the taxpiyers of Hev Kexico amd
Arizona,

That proper regalation of grazing vithin the Mavajo
Reservation and .on landa now being purchased for them,
would provide ample muna for the stock of the Ravajo
Indi{ans llving both on and off the ressrvation.

C ok %hat the policy of allotting Fawvajo Indfsne on" ths ™ e P
. poblio domain yesilts in the extensive use of msh m; Teoed
by the Indians with resultant overgresing, and in trecpiges
on privately owned lands and water privileges upon which
taxes are paid to the State.

" ¥ith regard to the f£irat proposition, there seems to be pome
Justice in the contention that it 1s unfair to purechase privately
owned lands for the Indians and remove them from a taxadle status.
However, this is offset to a consideradle extent, in my opision, b
the fact that large suas &rs spent anmslly by the Federal govera-
ment in furnisiing relief to the Mawajo Indians along edumsaticnal,
health and induatrial lines. In this way, the state and eounty.are
relieved of the expenditurs of consideradls moneys in exteading eduse-
tional and other forms of relief to the Revajos. Some consideration
should also be given to the fact that the Ravajo Indian &s an assot
to the commmunity in shied he lives decause of his availadility as
a workman in varfous industries and as a gpender of the procesds
received fron his labor and the production of wool and other
commodities.
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As t0 the second propoaition, it iz admitted that the grasing of
sheep and cattle cn the Kavajo Reservations has not hiun regulatad, up
i to this time, alcag approved lines of grazing consarvation or gopd
: range jractioces, IS hes been impossible to do this becsuse of the
phyaical charaateriatios of the Navajo oountry, the large mmbar Of
< liveatook owned by the Mave jos, their nomadic habita and their {nabiiity
to realize the valus to them of complying with the restrictions ned-
essary to range dsvelopsent and oconservation. Orsat sdvansewnt. how-
ever, has Dedn pade in the work of teaching the Favajos along this linve,
and nm davolommant wrk has been carried on vigorously e&nd eontime
ously to the end that the greatest possidle grasing area may be made
available. uch progrese has algo besn mede in disposing of wridless
stoek and fn the impeovement of the troed of Indian alesp and mm .
--;z;m iy 90 SRR AG; GrEAIent  ruaihla. FOtIITImRY Do realnia Trow A g e

ﬁ 8, and plans are under way: for range management along gonserva~
nes.
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¥Yith respeot to the poliay of allotting Navajo Indians ¢n the
pudblic domain, it should bs suffieient in my opinion %0 say in justi-
fieation, that it 18 only giving individual Indiens, who ere properly
qualiried, a right to aocquire possossion and ownarship of an individwal
tract of land on which he has in many cases, oscupied apd iyproved or
used for a benaficial purpoass for a mmbder of ysars. In this way, to
some extent at least, he is placed on an equal basis vith the white
citizen vbo i» pomittod under the pudlic land laws to acquire pudlie
RO - ~+ lapd- for-w ‘homeaite. Rearly all the Nave o Indlans living off the
‘ reserwation are 1iving vithin the Serritory embraced in the Santa Ye
land gransg that is, within a atrip 80 miles wide. through vwhioch runs
the Santa Fe Pasific Railroad. In this strip every alternate asction
{s novw or was at one time ths propsrty of the railroad gompany, and
all of i%, however owned, now oomes under the heud of privately ommed
lands. Thie leaves every other alternate secticn as pudlio domain land,
dx¢ept such as has been disposed of % homesteaders or allotted to
Indians under the fourth section of the Ceneral Allotment Aot,

Viering the situation, fram all angles prosented, 1% is my bolief
that we are following a polioy which is thoroughly Justified, in cur
efforts of extsnding relief to the Navajo Indians, botk om and off i
the resirvaticns and especially with respect to the purchase of addition-~ ;
al lands whers needed by the Indians (fram their own iribal fumls) and ~
in assisting them €0 aoquire title to individua)l treots on the pudlie
domain, for whish they will eventually reesive 85-year truet patents,
and ultinstely vhen they have had a suffieient tusiness expsrience to
panage thelxr om offairs without Coverment supervision, they will re-
ceive final or fes patente. When they resch this atage they will, of
course, bacoine tax payers. So far as our records disclose, thc Navajos on-

the public domuin are utilizing all of their lands and none are being leased
to outsidera. e / ) PN
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