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Members of the New Mexico Wool Yrowers' Association have been
much pleased by your attitude concarning the return of lands in the publie
domain to the western stutes in order that ivs administration may afford
i some protection to thse range end prevent ite nestruction, which under the :
\ present policy is fa.t being accomplished. 1In this connection, we ares de- \

sirous of directing your attention to & condition in western New Moxico,
which is rapidly militatinpg against this proposed plan.

_ There are now spproximately 1,000,000 a~res in ths Navajo .
Lo ‘ ‘Res‘e_rvation and additional lands adjoining the res¢rvation, whichare be~. R, 7E
b * 4ngused by the Indians, are being purchaged for their benefit. We mre R e

not objecting to this purchese if such lands are permitted to remin on the
tax rolls of the various counties. Tha United Stetes is oconserving the range
in the Nutional Forest by designeting summer range and protect!ig the pgrass
during the growing setson and developing watere It is our contention that
.with lends now in the Navn jo Reservation and the additional lands being pur-

. chased for the Navajo ‘ribo, that if there is an administiration of the range
within tho reservetion with requirements similer to those for white stockmen
on the National Forest, that there is sufflcient ronge to afford grazing for .
the stock of all of the Navajo Indians on their reservation and the lands be=
ing purchasged for them and they shculd be kept within those limits.

Under the present policy, allotments have be.n and are being made
as much as fifty miles distant from the reservation and s.3ording to press
dispatehes, &t the racent Tribal Conference of the Navajo Tribe, the United
States Allottiny Agent urged the Indiens to tettle upon additionul landa
miles away from the recervution in order that same mipght be allotted to the
Nava jo Indiens. Under the present policy of piving the Indian a 160 acre
allotment many miles away from the reservution, in order to reach such allotment
the Indians oross privately owned land with their stock, traecpessing upon the
proporty of others and utilizing waters which have been developed by our members.
We are urging that this practice of allotting land miles awuy fron the reservaiion.
should be discontinued to prevent trespassing by the Indians upon private property,’
continuul over-grazing, and in order thut the public domuin, which it is proposed
tc return to the states, should not be entiraly worthless by reason of all of the
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better portions thereof being covered by allotments before such action can be
taken. While possibly under the present law an allotment may not be denied an
Indian who has settled on a specific tract of lund, it is our contention thut
the Indian Uepartment is wrong in advocating and encouraging this practice.

You have stated that every Indian should gradually assume citizen-
ship and it seems to us that the best method of ecducating the Indians in the
duties of citizenship would be to discontinue entirely *he plan of allotting
Indians off of t"e reservation and require those who desire to locate upon the
Public Domain to file homasteads thereon, and improve such homesteads in the
s8me manner that any other citisens would do, so that when their lands aro pa-
tented to them under the Homestead Act, they will assume the duties of citl-

senshipe.

Appreciating that you understand the problems of the West, ws are
directing your attention to the alarming condition of the Public Domain in
western New Mexico brought about by this policy of alotting and we are advised
that more tlan 300 such allotments have besn made within the past two years.
Weare asking that you give this queation cureful connideration in the sinterest
of oonservation of the livestock range in western New Mexico and we fesl con-

,t SINIE £idont that in placing this situation Letors you, we shall have your coopora=

7"E3on in order that it may not be utterly destroyed by the continuation of the
present policy.

Wo a ro enclocing herewith, resolution adopted at the executive
boqrweoting of the assoociation.

[ '

ca

-3 Again expressing our appreciation of the interest you have dia-
pluyed in the range and Indian problems of New Mexico, we remain
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