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Eon. Ray Lynarn Wilbur, S a o r e t ~ r y  
' D e p a r h n t  of the I n t e r i o r ,  

much p leaaed  by your a t t i t u d e  o o n c a r n i n ~  thc: r e t u r n  of  lende i n  tha pub l i e  
domain t o  the  n e c t a r n  s+ri tes  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  ica arLminiatrat ion m y  a f f o r d  
Borne p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t i l t  r a n g e  and p reven t  itt u e a t r u c t i o n ,  whioh under t he  
p re sen t  po l icy  i c  fa , t  be ing  accomplished. In t h i s  connection, we are do- \ 

sf rous of d i r e c t i n g  your n t t e n t i o n  t o  a cond i t i on  i n  weatarn New Mexiao, 
which is rap id ly  m i l i t a t i n g  u g a i n n t  t h i s  propoood plan. 

There a r e  now approxinmtoly 12,00C,000 trnreG i n  t h e  Navajo 
B a s e r r a t i o n  and a d d i t i o n a l  lands a d j o i l l n p .  the r e s u m t i o n ,  which are be-: ,,, ' 
ing used by t h e  Indiana,  a r e  b e i n ~  purcharred for t h e l r  bena f i t .  Be rre t 

n o t ' o b j c c t i n f :  t o  th is  p u r c h ? . ~ . ~ ~  i f  such landr  a r e  pernl!tttd t o  rcmln  on tho  
tax rolls of t h o  vbrious co t in t ie r .  TIaa Irtl.itaU s t a t a s  i n  oon3e rv ' . n~  t h e  ranpy 
i n  tho National  Fo roc t  by d e o i p n t i n y ,  uumrrw- rnnga  and protaot!  ,la t h e  g r a m  
dur ing  t h e  ~ruwitq- aeason and  developing  water It irr our content ion  t h o t  
w i t h  l a n d s  nuw i n  t h e  Navn j o  Resc*rvation and t h e  add1 t i ona  1 lande b ainy, pur- 

<I I chased for  the Navajo ''ribo, t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i r ;  an  adni inibkrnt ion of  the range 
w i t h i n  tho ro se rve t i cn  w i t h  rbquirements  ~ i m i l b r  t o  t h o r e  f o r  wh i t e  stookman 
on tho Nat iona l  Fo res t ,  t h a t  t h a r e  i s  suf f ic ian t ;  rr .nEa t o  a f f o r d  ppcZng  f o r  
the s tock  of a l l  of t ho  Navajo I n d i a n a  o n  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n  and t h e  land6 be- 
ing p u r c h ~ s e d  f o r  them and thay  ohould be kept w i t h i n  those  l i m i t a .  

Under t h e  p r e s e n t  po l i cy ,  a l l o t n e n t s  have be, .r and a r e  beiny, made 
ae much as f i f t y  m!.!-as d i t i t a n t  from the r e c m w r t i o n  s n d  sL&rdinq, to preea  
d i s p a t o h a s ,  a t  tihe r33cent T r i b a l  Conference (11' t h e  Nuvn jo  Tribe, the Uni ted  

. . S t a t e s  Al lo t t in , :  Agent urged the  Ind iana  t o  ~ o t t l e  upon a d d i t i o n a l  l anda  
miles away from tho r e ~ c r r u t i o n  i n  order  t h a t  same mip;ht b e  n l l o t t o d  t o  tho 
HawJo Indiane .  Under the prcscnC, policy o f  r , i v l n ~ ;  t h e  Indian  a 160 a o r e  
a l l o t m e n t  many miles away from reec rva t ion ,  In orde r  t o  r c ~ c h  auch a l l o b e n t  
t h e  I n d l a n s  orofis p r i v h t a l y  owned l e n d  w j  th t h e i r  n tock,  t;ra::ps:;inp, upon t h e  
p rope r ty  of others  and u t i l i c i u g  w a t e r s  wllich have been devaloped by o u r  maribera- 
We a r e  u r g i n p :  t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  a l l o t t i n y ,  land m i l e c  nnay f r o n  t h e  r e s e r v a i i o n  
should  b e  d iscont i r~uod to pravcn t  t r a & p r ; s i n l :  by t h e  Indiane upon p r i v a t e  proper ty ,  
cont inua 1 over-q,racing, Rnd i n  o r d e r  t hu t  tho p b l i o  don~tiin, whj oh i t  i s  propoaad 
t c  r e tu r r ,  to the s t a t e s ,  shou'ld n o t  be b n t i r a l y  ~ o f t i h l e 8 0  by tanson  o f  u l l  of the 



b e t t e r  port ionn the reo f  being covered  by a l lo tmen t s  b e f o r e  such  a c t i o n  o m  be 
taken. While p o s s i b l y  under  t h e  p re sen t  law a n  a l l o t m a n t  m y  n o t  be denied a n  
Indian who has s e t t l e d  on a  s p e c i f i o  t r a c t  of lund, it i s  our  c o n t e n t i o n  t h u t  
t h e  I n d i a n  %partmont i o  wrong i n  advocat ing a n d  a n o o u r a g h e  t h i s  practise. 

You have s t a t e d  thn t  every Indian shou ld  p,radual ly assun~e c i t i z e n -  
s h i p  a n d  it saems t o  ue t h ~ t  t h e  b e s t  method of aduccrtinp, t he  Ind iana  i n  the  
d u t i e s  o f  o j t i z a n a h i p  would be t o  diaoontinua a n t i r e l y  t h e  p l a n  of a l l o t t i n g  

- *% Ind ians  o f f  of t ' ) e  r e ~ e r v a t i o n  a n d  r e u l r a  tlroaa who d e s i r e  t o  l o c a t e  upon t h e  
Publio Domain to f i l e  homosteods thereon,  nnd improve suoh homeetaada i n  the  
Bane pannor t lmt  any o t h e r  o i t i s a n s  would do, 80 t h a t  when t h e i r  l a n d s  a re  pa- 
t e n t e d  t o  then under  t h a  Homaotead Aot, they  will asaunle t h e  d u t i e s  o f  c i t l -  
sanahip. 

Appreciat ing t h a t  you underatnnd t h e  problems of  t h e  Ileet, w e  a r e  
d i r e c t i n g  your a t t a n t i o n  t o  t h e  a l a rming  cond i t i on  o f  t h e  Pub l i c  Dorr,ain i n  
weatern  New blaxico brought  ebou t  by this p o l i c y  of ~ l o t t i n p ,  a n d  we a r e  adviaad 
t h a t  more tlrnn 300 such a l l o t m e n t s  have bean made w i t h i n  t h o  p a t  two years. 
v e a  r e  aak in r  t h a t  you g i v e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  cmraful  clo~lm:ciarcrtion i n  tho ; n t a r e s t  
of oonsarvution o f  the  l i v a s t o n k  rungo i n  waotern New tdaxioo a n d  wa f e e l  con- 

, , . .,kcw:,., , y,,JTidont that i n  plaoing t h i s  a i t ua l i i oa  be fo re  you, we shall have your ooopora- 

I,.-, , 
: : +tali i n  order t h a t  it m y  no t  be u t t e r l y  destroyed by t h e  c o n t i n u n t i o n  of t h e  

p r e s e n t  polioy. 

Wo a r e  e n c l o c i n ~  herewith,  resolution adopted  n t  t h e  e x e o u t l v ~  

. t -2 Again expressing our  a p p r e o i a t i o n  of t h e  i n t a r e a t  you hare dia- 
played i n  tho r a n g e  and Ind ian  problems o f  New & x i o o ,  we remain 


