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The Coimmicsioner of Indien ~ifalrs,

Woshington, 1. C. .
1y dear ir, Commissioner:
In reyly to Oiiice lctterggf Jetober 29 cud
rovember 22, citcoiion a3ove, .equesting that I neke o
report on the Gounwdo Irri ciion Iroojeet I wich to stute
thot on the Snd of DJecember I cclled o couwneil &b Corn-
fields =na took this mociter wp with the Indiens living ‘
méer t2is yroject. I expleined to the Iudians thot the 2
lands not being cllotted tiwt they uvre 2ot subject to f
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the reimbursedble charge rrovided Tor in tie bill os

outlined in 0ifice circulor letter soverning tais nctter.
The Indians were very much }-leased to learn oi tnis cnd

wore very enthusicstic cbout i:e taking of thic land SRR

under the jroject. 35 femilies have cgreed to toke up

thi=e lond and prerore it for ircigation. I have instructed

the fermers in that district to assist these peoplo in

every way possible, A good deol of this lend under this
projoct will regnire consilerable leveling and the coust

per capita will be something like 460. to 75,
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I find thét the Indians will need Ilowé,
Screorpers and harrows to preprare tnis lsnd for proper
irrigetion. If the O0ffice could furrnish these Indiens
with the equirment on the reimbursable plen it would
be a grezt help to them cnd they are willing to pay for
same. The rrice of this equiyment in Gellup is so great
that these jpeople are unable to mcke the purchase at the
present time owing to the low yrices they roceive Tor
wool cnd mutton. If the Office decides to furnish this
equipm3nt I wish thut it would be ghipped s0 it would

reusch here not later than loren lst cs weather conditions

will be such that the Indians will be able to sturt work
on the land.
The Office states that water is available
for 800 =cres under this jroject wad that 3656 zeres wers
under cultivation, leaving 435 acres wnuced., I have mzado
a careful survey of the lands under the irrigation yroject
R and I find that in 21l there has been cultiveted cbout ! .
135 scres. Tnis ccreare is all that has ever boen cultivated
under this yroject. Vho ever rejorted that there were 365 § E

agores under cultivation misrerresented the facts to your

Office. The Indians who had started ferming operations
before my cow:cil of April 16, 1920, never abandoned é !
their land, put continued to cultivate it. The 0ffice E

was misinformed infmis matter. However some who had rot , N
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sterted ferming operations somewhat hesitated to take up
this land on account of the reimbursable charges. I
believe I have explained everything to these peorle 8o
that there will be no furtier trouble concerning the
cultivation of this irrigeted land.

Very respectfully, .
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PP/H ) Surerintendgnt.
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