
Iiemo randrrrn 

on Irrigetion r-nA ?'ater  3 e v e l o p t ? c t  i n  the 

Bavajo, Pay.ago, end Yueblo c o t ~ r i ~ r i e s .  

F o r  many p x w o t i c \ r , s  th4 I ~ V F  j o  Indisns bsve  

eviCentlg been a p~s to rc r l  people end depended upon t h e i r  

f locks  f o r  the i r  ~ u b s i s t e n c e .  

Their rese rva t ion  lies ir. n o r t h w  S t e r n  sew t:oxico 

end in n o r t k e a ~ t e r n  ,4rizona, in a couri try ~ h i c h ,  irP.ile v a ~ t  

i n  Rrea, i s  E O  i q e r f e c t l y  s n p y l i e d  ~ i t h  r a t e r  t h a t  even 

for g r a z i n g  it- of ten  provoa n o t  s s t i a f a c t o r y .  

iTithhn t h e  la& f e ~  p a r s  tho I n d i r u  Zervice hca 

-mdertricen t o  a i d  ths Inrtian not only in p a ~ t o r a l  purauits 

but a l s o  i n  t h o  l i n e  of ep?fcu?ture. 1% lice -udortakon the  

c o n e t r l ~ c t i o n  o f  ahat i s  cok~on ' f  cq l l ed  t h e  Hogback c m o l  

a canel @ken fron the n o r t b  ~ i d e  of the  ?En Juan r i v e r ,  

-passing doxn t h e  r i v e r  and nbove t h o  p r e s e n t  agoricjr school .  

This is 3 project o f  cons ido reb le  negnitude, a6 

up t o  the first day of J u l y ,  1913, $173,981.10 had been 

expended. I t  is c o n f i d e n t l y  expected t h a t  chon t h i s  cana l  

i s ' o n o o  f in iehed ,  it m i l l  be u t . i l i z e d  an6 be a p e a t  b e n e f i t  

t o  the Indians. It is e ~ e c t e d  from their  pa& record 



I 
1 expenee bee bsan s c c c e ~ ~ r y  t o  xointcin a ;mter sn~y12 -  f o r  
1 

this cchool, it i ~ ,  nor  oqected t h ~ t  hy saxe ~ o t  ox!ensive 

c f i a n p e ~  wa te r  cell bo obtcinod f o r  fs.r:nirc nt n anof l e s s  

1 c o u t ,  end t h e  zont inucncc c f  t he  h i ~ k l g  a - ~ c c c s e f : l  o;oro- 

I I t i o n e  be z ~ s ~ r e d .  

Ganado. 

FartSer t o  t h e  ~ e s t ,  near 2 l i t t l e  o t ronc  ( t h o  

Ganctdo ) , another dam is beinc b u i l t  t o  c i v o  t h e  In8 ians 

more i r r i g a b l a  lond.  !!era tho  schsne is sonovhat d i f f e r -  

l ent, because it not only requi res  diversion bxt e.leo rc-  

qxiires s t o r a p  , ~ n d  $60,003 he3 already been appropr i o t o d  

f o r  carrying .this small pro jcct t~ completion. The prin- 

o i p a l  features of t h e  project consist of a s t o r a ~ e  resar- 

I voir requiring a dike about twenty feet high, the oollstruc- 

t i o n  of a small diversion dam and feeder o~n&l to the ros- 
! 

I 
I - epi.voir, and tho construction of the neceseary distribution 





papago. 

From scraps of h i s t o r y  of t h e  o l d  missions in the 

S o u t h e s t ,  it is probabls that t h e  first i r r i g a t i m  on the 

, Pspago reservation mas . ~dertakon hy the Jesuits  about t he  



year 1732, in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of what is now h o * m  ao t h e  S a n  

probably c r e c t e r  n c t i v i t y ,  :.nd p ~ ~ h ' i ~ '  s the  g rea tes t  s c t i v i t y ,  

In the Irri9tl.m l i n e  t!lr;t hcve sve r  t a k a 1  x,lnce on this 

gat ion has t ke r e fo r2  been decrea~ing. 

As an i l l u s t r s t i oz  o f  t h e  i i f i i c i ~ l t i s s  o f  ob ta in-  

i n g  this ;~ater, it ctm $9 st21ted t h a t  t a o  7 m r s  sg3 a 

t4oasexd d a y  oof laboy vas requi red  in o r d c r  t o  dimrt the 

water upon t h a  lanas, 2nd then a f t e r  this &:cat c x ~ e n i l i t u e  

03 energy, a eu@mer f l o o d  ctcs5roged 3 l a rge  ~ e r t  0,0 ti10 

work snd czused ED c l x o s " u o t a 1  f a i l u r e  o f  crops ,  orrizzg t o  

the absonce of  water cluring t h e  l n t t c r  p r t  of t h o  macon. 

Since t ha t  t i n e ,  about e i ~ h t e e n  months ago, an ay:propria- 

t i o n  of  E5,030 ms mads and n %ell ras sunk, n panping 

engine installed and a s e c t i o n  f o  c&ml constructed t o  con- 

nect xy? tha  m w  with  the old vork. During tho l a s t  i r r iga -  

tion seeson t h i s  r a a  in ure, and ~ h t l e  the qtmnt i ty  of vater 

was small, the Indiana used it t o  the  fullest sr=terh find 



of securing ;;.nt cr , t l x  ~ h i t c  mr im teen encrorchiq upon 

his rights, 2nd developing miter  .both t?bovo m d  below t h e  

reservation mtil uon the Indisn  sten3s e f a i r  chcnce o f  

l o ~ i n g  the r i g h t s  :rf;ich ho has hcld  f o r  centWies, unloos 

the Govcx ;zon t  cornea to his e i d  2nd apyropr i i r tes  sufficient 

snccession the  e ' p p r o p i ~ t i o n  o f  a Etua ~afficient t o  bogin 

the  ~ o r k  o f  devolorinc a s t e r  ~ r r d  rehabilittrtind the irri.0 

g a t i o r  ~gstern,  bxt both l e e t  ~ C T  ond this Congress haa 

6-:ch f a d s  zs cz2 be s x p x d c 8  f rom t k e  appro2riations arai l -  

e b l e  f o r  ~ o r k  o f  t h i s  ?rind can be ilsod t o  a i d  t h e s e  Indian8, 

therefore  rnith9u.t E g-.estcr apyr . ;1~r ic t?an they  w i l l  certainly 

suffer. 

Pne bloc .  

Fhat are known &a the pueblos o f  Gen IXexico con- 

s is t  of eighteen t r i b e s  l i v i n g  i n  twenty-four to'i+ns snd 

villageo along the R i o  Grande in Ifew Kexioo. Tho Inciians 

o~cupying the € o f 1  irrigate thsir lands f r o m  t h e  atreams 



by t he  use of t h e  ssme d i t c h e s  tha t  were i n  uoe when 

Coramilo 'G expad i t i o n  f i r s t  reacbod. them j il 1641-1542, 

en11 the re  i s  no hickory to crhov how long p r i o r  t o  t h a t  

da te  t h e s e  6 e . m  d i t chea  Ilea been w e d .  

Vm,- l i t t l e  has beep done b~ the  Intian Serv iae  

iil t h e  vay of chcnging t i i e  i r r i & t i c ; n  structures o r  the  

methods o l  i r r i b j t i o n  o f  these Indians,  ha seem t o  be 

satisfied t o  l i v e  the  l i f e  o f  the  past and cio n o t  desire 

any modern i r aova t ions .  In c f e ~  inb tcncea  it has been 

found p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  a i d  the= by p r o t e c t i o n  works where 

the r i w r  ves erociing anti t h r e a t e n i n g  Ganger t o  t h e i r  
a 

I.ends end c a m l s ,  cnd occas ional ly  a s t r u c t u r e  szch  as 

a g a t e  o r  cu lver t  has been b 7 ~ i l t  by t h e  Indian Fervice.  

Considerable thought; has Laen  givcn t o  the  m a t -  

t e r  of  furnishing proper a i d  t o  t h e s e  Indians, but they 

have ebnren t ly  been so  self-contained that  t h e g  resented  . 
any great  c . ; t r i ies  towerd more modern methods, and proferred 

t o  utilize t h e  o l d  d i t ches  and the o l d  methods: t h e r e f c r e  

such work as has been done has been carefully t h ~ u g h t  o ~ f  

and done w i t h  t he  view of n o t  a rous ine  opposit ion or' t he  

Indian and oZ n o t  aest-r'oying hi8 p d : b i ,  . and e b i l i t y  t o  
. . 

make his o m  l i v i n g .  f i l e i . ~ P o ~ e ,  while Lt: 10 understood 

t h a t  conditions could be changed, t h e r e  is cons ide r~ ib la  

. , 

I' . '  . 




