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; DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATION SERVICE

s

! SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION

: Alb aueﬁz‘ W/ uary 26, 1e14.
5 Mr., . M. Reed, Cnlef Enzineer, j\\ (?L”¢X/

wasilngton, D. C.
Sir:
K I have your leiter of .the 17th instant relative to the Red
é Lake Reservolr and irrigatlon system on the llavajJo Reservatlon,
enclosing a merorandun by Surervisor Eogenkranz rezardings the uce

! of tne sane, and askinﬁthat I slv> you & more detalled statenent

of the sltuation.:

HISTORY of mnvoject.
: Red L e 1s sltuatad ziout 1J mlles norith of Fort le-
flance Arizona, the greater na t o 1t lying in New Mexlco, the
balance in Arizona. It 1s a wel weatner lake, rartly natural and :
vartly artificlal. T
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About 1385, a dyie wag bullt across tie lowsr end 27 the old = | L
] lake, foralnzr a roservolr; a dan was bullt across Blacz Creek and oy
¢ ' a dltcn congtiructed to carry all the water of thls strean Inro the
g - laxe.
‘
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A ditch was bullt on eitnez side =f Blacw CreeXk to 1rrigate

] lands 1lving below the la¥e 1n the valley, but in 1its imnsdiate

3 vicinity. Snhortly afiter the coastructilon of trne diversion dan

3 1t weat out and hacd nHt teen renlaced at the tine of my lavestiga-
tion 1in 19204. A revort wie node at that time and recommendztlons
that the »roject te put 1a acewatiniy,

k- Red LaXe and Black CreeX toget er have about 250 square mlles
of drainage area and the runof: 1lc estinzted at from 30 to 45 thou-
saad acre feet.

,-

Red Lake has a ca aclty, as rebullt, of 4,275 acre feet,

About 19006 Sunerintendent of Irrigatiosn Butler rebullt the di-
version dam and did some worx on the systen.

In 1309 the Suvmerintendent in charge of thls reservatlon re- N
aquested thls department to out the gsysiem in shipe agaln as he '
intendend to put a farmer at thls place and utilize the water on
tae lands under the syste..
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The ditch system was repalred and put in shave to carry water
and some other minor repairs made at a total cost of $ 1,005,06.
N3 use was made of the water or of the land under these ditches, ad
and no farmer was statloned there.

Since that date the Indians have utllized the waters of the
reservolir by turning it loose 1n Black Creex and picking 1t up be-
low. .The losses are great as the stream has a wide sandy bed
axd the water is carriec fer miles,

- : Uvon rerresentation of Surerintendent Faquetie eazrly in Arrll
¢f 1613, that 1t wee rot yracticabie to use the lands undeY the
lez%e for lack of su~ervision, but that a considerable area of good
lend was avallaeble within & mlle of the agency wnich could be ir- o
rigated by water diverted from Biack Creek, this office sent an LE
ens'neer there to make a survey for a ditch. Wnen the request s )

; was made by Mr, Paguette, he stated that he had some funds and that | - - |

! the ditcn coula be constructed by Agency employees and Indlan lzbor } . o

' in payment for yhe 1lssue of wagons and lmplements.

: It 1s rracglceble to bulld this ditch, but 1 1is a great loss
| to convey the water down the bed of Black Creek for a distance of

o 13 miles or more whenithere 1ls a good body of land immediately

r under the reserv-ir wiere the water would have to be carried about
! 1C¢ yards tefore it was vut on the land, and where the dltches

had a maximsum length of about 2 miles,

I do not csre to criticlze any one, but 1t seems to me that
better use could be made of the project 1f 1t was utilized as

planned and constructed for.

TUBA.
With regerd the workx at Tuba mentioned by Mr Rosenkrank

wlll say that as soon as I have a man avallable, and the weather
1s a little warmer, the work of repalring the Moencopl Wash Dam

will be attenm ed.

Very truly,

Suverintendent of Irrié;zzgaii>
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