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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

U N I T E D  STATES I N D I A N  IRRIGATION SERVICE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION 

Albuquerque, 1:. K. Au~;i;st 5 ,  1912. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affair 8, 

Fashington, D. C. 

(Through the  o f f i c e  o f  tho  Chief &&ineer) .  

S i r  : 

f an i n  r e c e i p t  of  your i n a t r u c t i o n s ,  s s n t  through tho  Chief Engineer 

under d a t e  of July  25, 1312 nunberod and initialed as abovo d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  

I send one of my wel l  d r i l l i n g  o u t f i t s  i n t o  t h e  countr;~ indicated as having 

been a l l o t t e d  - being lands  i n  Townships 25, 26, Q, 28 and 29 North, Ranges 

8, 9 and 10 East ( G i l a  and Salb River Base and ~ : e r i d i a n ) ,  - and dotermino whothor 

water can be developed for donootio and stock p r p o s o o  and f o r  the  i r r i g a t i o n  of  

-11 gardens. 

Before sending i n  t'no r i g ,  I wish t o  r e p o r t  t o  tho  office t h a t  t h i a  par- 

t i c u l a r  land i s  some of t h e  n o s t  barren and broken land land i n  that por t ion 

of t h e  country, and m c h  of it has boen covered with a lava flow. A s  ohom 

i n  t h e  repor t  of  Supervisor Bancon Johnson, t h e m  i a  no l i v i n g  water i n  t h e  

whole d i s t r i c t  exceping t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado River and Tappan S p r i n p .  

To move a r i g  t h e r e  overland a d i s t ance  o f  b e t m e n  150 and 200 m i l m  

would be a c o s t l y  p iece  of  work, and I bel iev  t'cat an  examination of  t h e  

ground should be made by a geologist, i f  p o s s i b l e  , bufore ouch a o tep  i o  W e n .  

I understand t h a t  Prof. H, E. Gregory, of the  Ceolo@-cal Survey has  no t  q u i t  

f in i shod  tho work he hao boen doing i n  t h i s  S o c t i ~ n r  and t h a t  he  expected t o  

r e t u r n  t o  the  Navajo Country this  s m e r ,  provided t h e  appropr ia t ion  b i l l  g e t o  

through i n  time t o  al low it. 

I would ouegest  t h a t ,  if p o s s i b l e D  Prof. G C  sgory be ~ o n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  



t o  inves t iga te  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  section,  which i s  about mileo long  and Jl? 

miles wide, 

KO oould bo accompanied by a rran who mould d o  invast igat iono a t  the eane 

timo of p o s s i b i l i t i a o  of d l  tanka or r e se rvo i r s  on thorn vnricuo afiotoonta.  

The t ine conaunad and tho cost of ~ o v i n p ;  tha r i g  t o  t h i o  f i e l d ,  not  t o  

mention t h e  damage t o  t h e  rii; fron being taksn across  country, and over milos whe 

there i s  na road mculd be m c h  groater than it would t o  have an examination nladu 
\ 

by an expert  W?IO could p o a i t i v e ~ y  say whether it mould be poseiblo t o  reaoh wator 

a t  any reasonable dopths. 

I would theroforo recornend t h a t  oone cornpotent po log i , s t  bo oent t o  t he  

f i e l d  t o  make t h s  vxamination, 

g n t i l  1 hear f r o n  ths Office I w i l l  no t  a t a r t  a r i g ,  ao the:. a r e  a l l  buag 

nor i n  the Eopi and Zavajo countr ies ,  

Vory t r u l y ,  
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